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Patriarch JOHN X has come to us while his country is under attack 

by terrorist groups, his brother and other churchmen remain  captive, 

he and his people face the constant threat of martyrdom, and lands 

belonging to the Patriarchate are being imposed upon by other 

 Orthodox churches. Despite all this, the Patriarch rejoiced in us and 

with us, preached peace and love, spoke truth in love and expressed 

true Christian joy. What a witness of faith! 

The Word   3

contents

 Letters to the editor are welcome and should include the author’s full name and parish. Submis-
sions for “Communities in Action” must be approved by the local pastor. Both may be edited for 
purposes of clarity and space. All  submissions, in hard copy, on disk or e-mailed, should be double-
spaced for editing purposes and provided as a Microsoft Word text.

 ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION:
U.S.A. and Canada, $20.00
Foreign Countries, $26.00
Single Copies, $3.00

� e WORD (USPS626-260) is published monthly, except July and August, by the 
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America at 358 Mountain 
Road, PO Box 5238; periodicals postage paid at Englewood, New Jersey 07631-5238 
and at additional mailing o�  ces.

Postmaster send address changes to � e WORD, 358 Mountain Road, PO Box 5238, 
Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
ISSN 0043-7964         www.antiochian.org.

Canada Post Publication Agreement No. 40043404
Return Canada address to
American International Mail, STN A  – BOX 697, Windsor ON N9A 6N4, Canada

 The Most Reverend 
 Metropolitan JOSEPH

 The Right Reverend
 Bishop ANTOUN

 The Right Reverend
 Bishop BASIL

 The Right Reverend
 Bishop THOMAS

 The Right Reverend
 Bishop ALEXANDER

 The Right Reverend
 Bishop JOHN

 The Right Reverend
 Bishop ANTHONY

 The Right Reverend
 Bishop NICHOLAS 

 Founded in Arabic as
 Al Kalimat in 1905
 by Saint Raphael (Hawaweeny)
 Founded in English as
 The WORD in 1957
 by Metropolitan ANTONY (Bashir)

Editor in Chief The Rt. Rev. Bishop JOHN, D.Min.

Assistant Editor Christopher Humphrey, Ph.D.

Editorial Board The Very Rev. Joseph J. Allen, Th.D.
 Anthony Bashir, Ph.D.
 The Very Rev. Antony Gabriel, Th.M.
 Ronald Nicola
 Najib E. Saliba, Ph.D.

Design Director Donna Griffi n Albert

 Member
 The Associated Church Press
 Ancient Faith Publishing
 Ecumenical News International
 Orthodox Press Service

 Editorial Offi ce:
 The WORD
 2 Lydia’s Path
 Westborough, MA  01581-1841 
 e-mail: WORDMAG@AOL.COM

 Subscription Offi ce:
 358 Mountain Road
 PO Box 5238
 Englewood, NJ 07631-5238

COVER: PATRIARCH JOHN X AT THE
 52ND ARCHDIOCESAN CONVENTION

3 EDITORIAL
 by Bishop JOHN

5 HIS BEATITUDE JOHN X ADDRESSES
 THE ARCHDIOCESAN CONVENTION

10 HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN JOSEPH
 ADDRESSES THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
 OF THE 52ND ARCHDIOCESAN CONVENTION

16 ARCHDIOCESAN CONVENTION HOMILY
 by Archpriest Paul O’Callaghan

20 PATRIARCH JOHN X STRESSES
 UNITY, PEACE, AT ACADEMIC CONVOCATION

22 DAILY DEVOTIONS

23 PATRIARCH JOHN X THANKS
 ST. VLADIMIR SEMINARY FOR
 HONORARY DOCTORATE

24 A SYNAXIS OF THE ANTIOCHIAN WORLD:
 A REPORT ON THE 52ND CONVENTION OF
 THE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
 ARCHDIOCESE OF NORTH AMERICA
 by Sub-deacon Peter Samore

30 ST. RAPHAEL, THE SERVANT
 by Economos Antony Gabriel

32 RESOLUTIONS

35 ARCHDIOCESAN OFFICE

2   September 2015

 VOLUME 59 NO. 7 SEPTEMBER 2015

Patriarch
JOHN X 

AND THE GOD WHO IS WITH US

July 25, 2015



Echoing in my mind is the Patriarch’s plea for Ameri-
cans of faith to call upon our governments of the U.S. 
and Canada to support peace. � e Patriarch said that we 
are not looking for protection. Protection for us, while 
peaceful Muslim brothers and sisters who lived with us 
for centuries remain unprotected, is not enough. We 
need peace. We need outside powers to stop interfer-
ing in Syria and stop imposing their own agenda. Syria 
needs peace.

� e Patriarch spoke constantly about God’s presence 
with us, a presence made evident by his smile and loving 
posture. He spoke of the centrality of the Eucharist and 
the importance of worship. He o� ered constant images 

of the mystical reality of the Church shown by our being 
together. Together we worship in heaven with the angels 
and saints. Our Church of centuries and in all places is 
united.

Sayidna JOHN shared the importance of our love 
for each other and reminded us that our unity is essen-
tial now, as the Church in the holy lands is under siege. 
� is unity is manifested in our bishops and people as 
we gather together and lift each other up. � is unity 
is essential as the ancient church of Antioch continues 
to emphasize the Incarnation of Christ. From this em-
phasis come all the good works of Christianity as an ex-
pression of God’s love and His working with us. � is 
is the message that Antiochians contribute throughout 
the world where they have settled, to which they witness 
through worship and diaconia (service). � e Antiochian 

Church is not limited to the Middle East: Antiochians 
are in  every corner of the earth.

Patriarch JOHN encourages Orthodox Christians in 
Syria to stay in their homes so that the world can have 
a living witness that Christ walked these lands, and that 
the faith and love he gave mankind is still alive in the 
land on which He walked and where he preached. With-
out this witness, the truths of Christ born and minister-
ing in the holy lands will be reduced to something from 
story books. Modern man needs the historic connection 
and witness of the Antiochian Church. Christians need 
to be in the holy lands.

Patriarch JOHN was not all consumed with the 
problems of the Church in the mother lands. 
He addressed America, calling us to holiness, 
faith, and worship. He stressed the importance 
of moral living and encouraged us to � ght the 
evils that rage within us, even as we � ght the 
evils that are outside of us. Happiness can only 
come through self-control and making good 
choices. We need to focus on our relationship 
with Christ and continue to develop ways to 
support each other in our spiritual journeys. 
We need to overcome sin in us.

Our father, Patriarch JOHN, called us to 
care for our children and families. Men must 
give spiritual life to their families and women 
must nurture and teach the faith. Faith must be 
a priority over secular and non- essential things. 
We need to continue the life-giving  tradition, 
delivered to Antioch by Saints Peter and Paul 
and preserved in every generation. We must 
emulate Christian pioneers like St. Raphael and 
others, who came to America and brought the 

faith and piety of Antioch with them. 
I am inspired by the witness of Patriarch JOHN 

X and the bishops and helpers of his entourage. � ey 
shared the joy of Christ which burns brightly amidst 
persecution and martyrdom. I covet their holy prayers 
for America, which faces a persecution of sorts by im-
morality and apathy. I appreciate their witness and their 
love, and their emphasis on our unity with each other. 
I am invigorated to serve better because of this historic 
visit, and I hope that the little we are able to share in this 
edition of � e WORD will give readers an opportunity 
to share just a bit of the holy joy of our saintly father 
JOHN X and his entourage.

Bishop JOHN
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I address you at a critical moment in the history of 
our Church. For the past four years, the Arab East, al-
Mashriq al-Arabi, has been in the midst of a political 
earthquake of historic proportions. Not since medieval 
times have such destruction, killing, persecution, and 
dislocation been witnessed by our society.

A wave of religious extremism has taken over the 
region, reversed civic democratic trends, shattered 
 established society, and recon� gured national frontiers 
in total disregard of established legal and constitutional 
systems. 

While the con� ict is in� icting terror on all, a ma-
jor victim of this con� ict is the Christian community 
in Syria and Iraq and, in a special category, in Lebanon 
as well. � ere were 1.5 million Christians in Iraq early 
in this century. Only a few of them remain, internally 
displaced, seeking shelter for themselves and their fami-
lies. In Syria, there were over 2 million Christians before 

the crisis in 2011. Hundreds of thousands have � ed, and 
many are internally displaced. Hundreds of thousands 
of our Orthodox � ock are scattered in Syria, Lebanon, 
and Jordan. Others are scrambling at embassies for exit. 
Hundreds of our people were killed. Dozens of our 
churches were looted and destroyed. � ousands upon 
thousands of our icons and manuscripts are burnt, or are 
being sold in the open market. Our region is in trouble, 
and on the verge of despair, but we as Orthodox Chris-
tians are not in despair. In spite of our su� ering, we are 
determined to stay on our land; we are vigilant; we know 
our way in the future. We have a great role to play in 
healing wounds and rebuilding institutions.

We have metropolitans and priests who had been 
kidnapped for more than two years now, and a suspi-
cious and shameful international silence. � ey are the 
Metropolitans of Aleppo, YOUHANNA Ibrahim and 
PAUL Yazji. We have priests, monks, nuns, people and 

martyrs – their only crime being that they bear the name 
of “Christian.”

We are in our land because we were always there. We 
are the � rst Christians, the authentic and faithful follow-
ers, who knew Jesus Christ and walked with him. For 
two thousand years, we have been emissaries of the faith 
of love; emissaries, working with our Muslim brethren 
in the development of a civilization that became in time 
the world civilization. We were in ferment then from 
the seventh to the fourteenth centuries, as we are in fer-
ment now, since the dawn of the nineteenth century. 
Since then we have been again in the foreground, ad-
vancing the ideas of modernity, civic order, and constitu-
tional government. We were there building universities, 

schools, and hospitals, serving our society with total dis-
regard to religious or racial a�  liation. We are still there 
doing just that.

Suddenly, we � nd ourselves in a dark tunnel, 
squeezed from right and left, from all directions, in the 
midst of con� ict in Iraq and Syria, wars that over� ow 
their frontiers into our beloved Lebanon.

I am with you this evening to sound the alarm for 
what is happening in the very land that our Savior ren-
dered holy, and its surrounding region, and to seek your 
support in reversing the tide of bloodshed and destruc-
tion. We surely have problems, but we are determined 
to resolve them. � e Patriarchate is rapidly becoming an 
institution with a strong media and technological arm. 
We have a hospital in Beirut that is among the best in 
the region. We are building an urgently needed hospital 
in Balamand, which we envision will be the best between 

Byblos and Istanbul. We are also building new sectors in 
Al-Hosn hospital in the Christian valley in Syria. 

In a quarter of a century we built at Balamand a Uni-
versity of international fame. Although it was founded 
in 1988, it is classed with the best three private universi-
ties in Lebanon, and they were founded a century and 
a half before. In a quarter of a century, we bridged a 
century and a half. Such is our resolve.

We are working with Metropolitan JOSEPH to of-
fer a Ph.D. degree in Orthodox � eology in the United 
States. By the Grace of God, our Orthodoxy is spreading 
in the United States as it is in Britain, and we welcome 
our new converts. � ey are an indispensable part of the 
future of our Church. In all these endeavors we welcome 

close association with the universities, research centers, 
and think tanks in the United States and Canada.

We understand America’s concern for its commercial 
interests and its strategic interests in the region, but the 
United States must always keep its eye on its own highest 
standard. � e Founders of the American Republic had 
higher goals. � ey had a civilized order in mind, based 
on ethical tradition, on freedom, on religious tolerance 
and on equality of all men before the One Creator. Were 
the U.S. to ignore this dimension in its foreign policy, 
it would no longer have the right to claim its leadership 
role in the world order.

I ask the above, not only in the interest of my suf-
fering people in the Arab East, but also in your higher 
interests as citizens of the United States and Canada. A 
moral imperative binds humanity, irrespective of race, 
place, and time, and this imperative is our burden as 

Your Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Your  Eminences, Graces, and distinguished members of the Convention:

It is with deep joy and pride that I address the Convention of our 
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese in North America and 
 Canada. This Convention, given prominence by Metropolitan PHILIP 
of thrice-blessed memory, is carried on with distinction by His Emi-
nence  Metropolitan JOSEPH. We are fortunate to have His Eminence 
lead this congregation at this important phase in the history of our 
Church. This congregation assumes the distinctive role of living in a 
superpower of great infl uence in the world. This position carries with it 
a special responsibility, at a very special time.
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leaders who care and plan. I know your love for the 
Church on its “home ground,” and I know how you feel 
about the dangers that face it.

While decision-makers may ponder what they should 
or should not do in our region, I have a few humble, yet 
immediate and urgent concerns. I shall share them with 
you as we think together in this Convention. I need your 
counsel on how to approach your government, your 
foundations, your relevant civic organizations, and the 
appropriate U.N. organizations, to meet our urgent hu-
manitarian needs. We have immense needs. � ese needs 
involve immense e� orts. We are together in this noble 
mission of salvaging Christianity in al-Mashriq and en-
suring its hitherto leading cultural role in the region. 
We need aid to support refugees. We need aid to rebuild 
schools that were destroyed. We need aid to salvage a 
generation of young men and women who have lost 
years of school and college education. We need to help 
people to stay on their land, to rebuild their houses, and 

to plant their crops. We have projects for the building 
of institutions and for helping refugees, and we need to 
prepare more such projects in the immediate future.

We are not born to be refugees in foreign lands. We 
are not prepared for humiliation. We do not cherish the 
sight of our brothers and sisters swarming foreign em-
bassies for exit visas. Like you in the United States, we 
are a strong people: industrious, proud, and avid achiev-
ers. Forces greater than us are boxing us in from all di-
rections. If the region is in despair, we, the leaders of 
the Christian community and our people in al-Mashriq 
al-Arabi, are not in despair.

In spite of our su� ering, our will is strong and our 
determination is absolute. We are staying in our land 
and we shall play a leading role in the future of the re-

gion. For that we will always need your help. We need 
the help of the United States, and other friends and 
powers around the world, to open up the channels of 
dialogue, to silence the drums of war, and to give our 
people a chance at a renewed future.

Brothers and sisters, we share a common destiny, a 
destiny as people of faith and humanity. Acts undertak-
en in the East will a� ect the West; and decisions taken in 
the West will a� ect the East.

Let us put our heads and hearts together, and act 
urgently to reverse the slide into genocide and mass 
slaughter; let us work together to rebuild the pillars of 
religious coexistence and our common humanity. Dia-
logue, coexistence, and cultural progress have been our 
guideposts in the past. � ey are so now, and will con-
tinue to be so in the future. � e birthplace of the world’s 
great religions is falling apart. It cries out for help, not 
only because it needs it; it deserves it.

I am addressing you from the heart with a clear mes-

sage. We need to work with you in the context of your 
extensive contacts, organizational skills, and economic 
power to help our people realize their commitment to 
their own land, on their own terms.

In conclusion, we raise our prayers for peace in all 
the Middle East. We pray for peace in Syria, Lebanon, 
Palestine, Jordan, Iraq and Egypt, and in all the region.

� ank you for the privilege of being with you, and 
may the Lord bless you and keep you as a great resource 
for all that is good and just, in your country, in our own 
region, and in the world.
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Your Beatitude and beloved Father in Christ Patri-
arch JOHN X, brother hierarchs, reverend clergy, be-
loved monastics, honored guests, and delegates to this 
52nd Archdiocesan Convention:

I greet you with great joy as we gather together as one 
uni� ed Archdiocese of the Church of Antioch to do the 
work of the Lord. Our joy is increased a hundredfold by 
the presence of our Father in Christ, His Beatitude Pa-
triarch JOHN X, who is presiding over this Convention. 
We welcome him with love and prayers for the great bur-
den which he carries to be the father of all of his spiritual 

children throughout the vast expanse of the world where 
we � nd the Church of Antioch. We bear in mind that 
His Beatitude has spiritual children around the world, 
from the Middle East to Europe, from North America 
to Central and South America, and from Australia and 
New Zealand to the Philippines. Wherever he is present, 
he is ever mindful of the needs of his spiritual children 
everywhere, and he never ceases to search for ways to 
bring comfort to them. May our gracious and loving 
Lord bless him and his ministry to all of us.

Introductory Statement about the Archdiocese

� e quote with which I began this address is from 
the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews, and it forms the 
theme for my address today. It reminds us, in the most 
powerful terms possible, of our struggle to run the race 
which is set before us with faith and endurance. It also 
reminds us, too, that we cannot run this race on our 
own; rather, we look to the power of our Lord and God 
and Savior Jesus Christ, the “author and � nisher of our 
faith,” to be the force by which all things are possible. 
� is is expressed so beautifully by St. Paul in his letter 
to the Philippians, when he teaches, “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13).

Among the “great cloud of witnesses” stand those men 
who have preceded me as the leaders of this God-pro-
tected Archdiocese, most notably our Father among the 
Saints RAPHAEL of Brooklyn, Metropolitan ANTONY 
Bashir, and Metropolitan PHILIP Saliba, all of thrice-
blessed memory. As you know, our Father in Christ Pa-
triarch JOHN X has declared this year to be the o�  cial 
Jubilee year commemorating the hundredth anniversary 
of the repose of St. RAPHAEL of Brooklyn. We acknowl-
edge with gratitude the strong foundation which has been 
granted to us by the tireless work and sacri� ce of these 
men, and ask our Lord to grant them rest in His eter-
nal Kingdom. We especially acknowledge our beloved 
Metropolitan PHILIP as we gather at the � rst Archdi-
ocesan Convention without his strong physical presence, 
but with the assurance that he intercedes with the Lord 
on behalf of this Archdiocese. His accomplishments over 
the 48 years of his leadership have given us a very strong 
foundation upon which we will build. May his memory 
be eternal!

� ere is much work to be done in many areas through-
out this Archdiocese. Foundations are very important, 
but the Church cannot prosper on foundations alone. We 
must continue to build beautiful and magni� cent struc-
tures upon those foundations. I do not speak of physical 
structures alone, but, more importantly, spiritual struc-
tures. If we are to run this race with endurance, it will take 
a strong team e� ort from everyone who is a part of this 
Archdiocese. Hierarchs, clergy, and laity alike must all be 
contributors. � e Metropolitan is not separated from his 
brother bishops, the clergy, or the laity. Rather, he is called 
to be the brother to the hierarchs, and the father to all 
of the spiritual children who have been placed under his 
care. Everything that we do must be rooted in our Lord 
Jesus Christ who teaches us, “I am the vine, you are  the 
branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much 
fruit; for without Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).

The Relationship to Our Mother Church 
of Antioch

Our Father in Christ Patriarch JOHN X bears wit-
ness to the pain and su� ering of our brethren in Syria, 
and all throughout the Middle East. � e human tragedy 
in Syria is beyond our imagination. with thousands killed 
and wounded, millions displaced from their homes, and 
an entire generation of children scarred for life by the 
horror of senseless violence. We stand in solidarity with 
our brethren who are su� ering so greatly, and we assure 
them not only of our prayers, but of our material help. 
which we pray can bring some measure of comfort to 
them. We continue to pray for the two abducted bish-
ops, Metropolitan PAUL, and Archbishop JOHN, both 
of Aleppo, who were kidnapped more than two years 
ago. It is a disgrace that the global community is not ad-
dressing their capture, and seems to have forgotten them 
altogether. We call on people and governments of good 
will around the world to speak out on their behalf, and 
to demand their safe and timely release from captivity.

Our Father in Christ Patriarch JOHN X also bears 
witness to the strong unity within the See of Antioch. 
His presence here is not only a personal presence, but 
also represents the presence of all of my brother hier-
archs who are members of the Holy Synod of Antioch. 
We pledge that the strong bond of unity between this 
Archdiocese of North America and our Mother Church 
of Antioch will remain strong, and that we will work at 
all times to insure that no force can interrupt that unity. 
We will respect all of the decisions made by the Holy 
Synod of Antioch, and we will abide by them. We will 
implement modern channels of communication, and 
utilize these channels of communication frequently and 
to great bene� t.

The Relationship with the Brother Hierarchs 
of this Archdiocese

As I said earlier in this address, the Metropolitan 
does not stand apart from his brother hierarchs. � e hi-
erarchs who watch over the dioceses in which they are 
located have a most important role to play, and they 
work as a team with mutual love and respect. I have 
already made many visitations to the various dioceses, 
and I will continue to do so, that I can maintain strong 
contact and communications not only with the faithful 
in those dioceses, but also with my brother bishops. � e 
demonstration of our mutual love and respect is greatly 
enhanced when we embrace each other in person, and 
concelebrate the divine services. � ere is no substitute 
for this personal contact, and I will strive to maximize it.
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� erefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which 
so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and � nisher 
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the Cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God.

Hebrews 12:1–2

52
nd

 C
on

ven
tio

n

10   September 2015



With these words, the Apostle Peter exhorts our lay 
people to take up their rightful place as ministers of the 
Gospel. It is an understatement to say that our Orthodox 
laity are seriously underutilized in areas of formal minis-
try. � e prevailing belief seems to be that unless you are 
ordained to an order of the clergy, you do not have a role 
as a minister. Nothing could be further from the truth. It 
is our challenge to energize and train our laity to take up 
ministries which are within their role as members of the 
Royal Priesthood. In particular we should note that the 
women of our communities can and must play a strong 
ministerial role, even though they cannot be ordained to 
the orders of clergy. One area that cries out for a min-
istry by women is the area of visitations to the sick and 
shut-ins, which is in serious need of attention from a 
larger group of people than just the ordained clergy. Our 
challenge is to properly prepare and encourage our lay 
people to pursue these ministries.

The Finances and Administration of the 
 Archdiocese

“As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as 
good stewards of the manifold grace of God” (1 Peter 4:10).

To be entrusted with the care of the material gifts 
which God grants to his Church is an awesome respon-
sibility which must never be taken lightly. As the quote 
from 1 Peter teaches us, we are to be good stewards of the 
Church’s material gifts, and we are to administer them 
for the bene� t of the Church. I want to make something 
very clear: In all that we do, we will maintain the highest 
standards of honesty and transparency. We have several 
important goals which relate to the administration of 
this Archdiocese. � e � rst is to improve the responsive-
ness and e�  ciency of the processes that are followed in 
the Archdiocese o�  ce to serve best the clergy and laity 
of this Archdiocese. Second is to implement updated, 
e�  cient and professional ways of working and com-
municating by using the very latest technology to our 
advantage. � e third goal is to encourage the members 
of our Board of Trustees to reach an even higher level 
of dynamism, enthusiasm, and hands-on e� ort for the 
bene� t of the Church.

Youth Ministry

“Let everything take second place to our care of our children, 
our bringing them up to the discipline and instruction of 
the Lord. If from the beginning we teach them to love true 
wisdom, they will have greater wealth and glory than riches 
can provide” (St. John Chrysostom, “Homilies on Ephe-
sians,” Homily 21)

� is teaching of St. John Chrysostom reminds us in 
a powerful way that the foundational teaching of young 
people in what is good and proper, when done with love 
and attention, will bene� t them more than anything else 
that we could do for them. � ere is perhaps no higher 
priority than to raise up our young people with a love 
and devotion to Our Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy 
Orthodox Church. I wish to be very clear on this point: 
Our young people face an environment and challenges 
that are unlike those faced by any other generation. We 
live in a culture that has not only forgotten God, but is 
now trying actively to suppress everything that we know 
and love about our God. � e war which is being fought 
for the souls of our young people is being fought by the 
enemy with new and stronger weapons and tactics. In 
response, we must respond in powerful ways. Although 
the truth that is present in the Orthodox Faith is time-
less and cannot be compromised, the manner in which 
that truth is communicated to our young people must 
be new and must use modern channels of communica-
tion. Attempting to reach our young people with tools, 
techniques, and communication channels that are old 
would be like trying to build a modern skyscraper with 
a hammer, nails and some wood. It is imperative that 
we develop new educational programs on every level, 
and that we encourage our youth to seek a greater com-
mitment to their faith, so that their church will remain 
a priority in their lives. It is imperative that we adults 
guide them with love and compassion, but also with a 
strong example of how our lives are pleasing to the Lord. 
Nothing can deter us from pursuing the spiritual health 
of our young people. 

Liturgical Texts and Practices

� roughout the history of this Archdiocese, there 
have been many large and important e� orts that have 
addressed the need for useful liturgical texts, and unifor-
mity of liturgical practice. I think that many would agree 
that we have not yet met those goals, and that we have 
much work to do in this area. Recently, we reorganized 
the Department of Liturgics and given that Department 
the charter to greatly improve our liturgical texts and the 
consistency of liturgical practices. Make no mistake: this 
will take considerable time and resources. We require a 
comprehensive review of our liturgical texts in order to 
achieve accuracy and uniformity. Following that, we will 
need to pursue the e� ort of professionally editing, print-
ing and publishing these texts in the most e� ective way 
possible, including the use of electronic media where 
 appropriate.

The Relationships with Other Orthodox 
 Jurisdictions

As you all know, this Archdiocese is an active mem-
ber of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in 
the United States. � ere has been much talk over the 
years about achieving Orthodox unity in North Ameri-
ca. First, let me emphasize that we already have Ortho-
dox unity as it applies to sharing the One, Holy, Ortho-
dox Faith. � e canonical Orthodox Churches worship 
together and commune in each others’ churches, and the 
clergy celebrate divine services together frequently. � is 
aspect of our unity is the most important aspect, and it 
must be preserved and strengthened wherever possible. 
In addition, the faithful must not be confused by pas-
toral practices which vary across the di� erent jurisdic-
tions. To that end, the Committee on Pastoral Practices, 
of which I am the chairman, has been laboring diligently 
to regularize certain pastoral practices across all of the 
canonical jurisdictions. � is work is going extremely 
well, with progress being made on several fronts. We 
will be presenting a progress report to the Assembly of 
Bishops at their regular meeting this September. We will 
continue to work with various pan-Orthodox assemblies 
and committees where there is a sincere desire and a real 
possibility to strengthen our unity in the faith.

Evangelism and Outreach

� e Great Commission that our Lord Jesus Christ 
has given us is to “go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:19–20).

Our e� orts which are directed toward this great 
commission are embodied in our Evangelism, Mis-
sions, and Outreach programs. � ere must be a sense 
of urgency for us to reach out to all of North America, 
because our neighbors are yearning for the truth which 
is manifested in the Holy Orthodox Faith. We must 
bring the unique message of love and care for all of our 
neighbors who are created in the image of God. Our 
struggle is not against people, or institutions, or civil 
law, or other religions. Our struggle is against sinfulness 
which alienates us from God. We are called to lift up 
ourselves and our neighbors by our core message, which 
emphasizes the struggle against sin, and the restoration 
of all creation, once again, to be in full communion 
with God. We continue to encourage and establish new 
mission stations where there is potential, and we follow 
a conservative strategy to insure that there is strong po-

tential for growth and a serious commitment on behalf 
of the founding core of people. We have launched new 
programs to reach out to those people who are seeking 
God, but who have no strong church a�  liation and 
will continue to develop these programs.

The Ordination of Men to the 
Diaconate and Priesthood

“� e work of the priesthood is done on earth, but is 
ranked among the heavenly ordinances. And this is only 
right, for no man, no angel, no archangel, no other created 
power but the Comforter Himself ordained this succession, 
and persuaded men while still remaining in the � esh, to 
represent the ministry of angels” (St. John Chrysostom, 
“On the Priesthood”).

It is our solemn duty to encourage men to pursue 
ordination to the major orders of the clergy, and to prop-
erly prepare them to take on this awesome responsibil-
ity. We must be ever mindful that the priesthood is a 
sacred calling and can never be reduced to a business or 
a secular pursuit. It falls to the parents and the pastors of 
young men to encourage them to see the priesthood as a 
positive and blessed vocation which they should strongly 
consider. We have been blessed in this Archdiocese by a 
strong and vibrant ministry of the deacon, and the St. 
Stephen’s Course in Orthodox � eology will continue 
to be the intensive vehicle by which we prepare men to 
become deacons. It will remain normative that any man 
who strives toward ordination to the priesthood must 
complete a seminary education at one of the recognized 
Orthodox seminaries before he can be considered for 
ordination to the priesthood. Where necessary, we will 
provide educational opportunities which complement 
seminary education. Our � rst example is the newly es-
tablished Antiochian Orthodox Institute for Translation, 
Research and Teaching in La Verne, California. We will 
maintain the highest standards in considering the men 
who petition for ordination to any major order. We have 
before us the challenge of increasing the number of eligi-
ble candidates for the episcopal o�  ce. In the long term, 
this will occur because of the presence of vibrant and 
healthy male monastic communities. In the short term 
we are examining all appropriate sources from which to 
draw our candidates for episcopal o�  ce.

Lay Ministry

“But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the 
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His mar-
velous light” (1 Peter 2:9).
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22. Stewardship – Mr. Ron Nicola
23. Teleios Ministry (after prison) – Very Rev. David 
Randolph
24. � eological and Pastoral Education – Very Rev. 
 Joseph Allen
25. Western Rite Vicariate – Very Rev. Edward Hughes
26. � e WORD Magazine – His Grace Bishop JOHN
27. Youth and Parish Ministries – Very Rev. Joseph 
 Purpura
28. Antiochian Women – Mrs. Violet Robbat
29. Fellowship of St. John the Divine (Young Adult 
Ministry) – Mr. Khalil Samara
30. � e Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch – Mrs. Mary 
Winstanley-O’Connor
31. Teen SOYO – Mr. Jordan Kurzum

As I mentioned at the beginning of my address, we 

have been granted a strong foundation by all the hard 
work that has been done by our predecessors, and with 
the blessing of God. It is now our job to adorn these 
strong foundations with spiritual jewels, and gold of the 
heart. It is our task to focus on the sincere and di�  cult 
work ahead of us. � e e� ort belongs to us, but the re-
sults belong to God. We will make changes in a careful 
and deliberate manner, and these changes should not be 
feared. Our history is dynamic, not static and we must 
always improve on everything that we do. Our Orthodox 
Faith is a faith of the heart, and everything that we do 
must be done within the context of an Orthodox ethos. 
Although the word “ethos” can be translated as “charac-
ter,” it is much deeper than that. Our Ethos comes from 
deep within our hearts and our souls. � is convention, 

with our Father in Christ Patriarch JOHN X presiding, 
and my presence at my � rst convention as your Metro-
politan, marks the beginning of a new era. Every man, 
woman, and child in this Archdiocese has a gift or talent 
to contribute to this work. We will work together as a 
team where our collective e� orts will far outweigh the 
e� orts that we would make individually. We are chal-
lenged severely by a culture that insists on denying God, 
and insists on taking steps which are greatly displeasing 
to God. � e most recent example is the decision of the 
United States Supreme Court to legalize same-sex mar-
riage everywhere in this country. Since that decision, I 
have been listening to feedback from our clergy and la-
ity, and studying those steps which we must take, and we 
will issue a very serious statement which will assist our 
clergy and laity as they confront this situation. 

Let us run our race with endurance, keeping ever be-
fore us the reality that is revealed to us by St. Paul in his 
Second Letter to the Corinthians:

“But we all, with open face, beholding as in a glass the glory 
of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory 
to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 Corinthians 
3:18).

May the Lord bless our e� orts as we journey from 
glory to glory.

Monastic Life

One of the most important measures of the matu-
rity of a Church in any land is the degree to which that 
Church has developed and achieved a robust, healthy, 
and universal monastic presence. We can safely say that 
we have only scratched the surface in the area of the es-
tablishment and nurturing of monastic communities, 
and much more needs to be done. � e positive impact 
that monastics can have on faithful people who are not 
monastics cannot be underestimated. On the one hand, 
we must take care not to try to impose every aspect of 
monastic life on the life of those outside of monasteries. 
On the other hand, however, there is so much about the 
struggle of one who leads a monastic life that can apply 
to us, and spur us forward to apply those attributes to 
our own lives. Prayer, worship, brotherly love, humility, 

and especially obedience, reach a very high level within 
monastic life, and this can inspire us to a higher level of 
these attributes in our own lives. � is will also be im-
portant to our young people, who should be inspired to 
consider carefully the possibility that life as a monastic 
might be a good choice for them. In addition, the raising 
up of male monastics will allow us to establish a future 
core of candidates for episcopal o�  ce.

Conclusion

� e departments and organizations of this Archdio-
cese have done much excellent work and I would be re-
miss if I did not recognize each and every one by name, 
including the head of each one:
1. � e Antiochian Heritage Foundation – Very Rev. 

Antony Gabriel
2. � e Antiochian House of Studies – Very Rev. Joseph 
Allen
3. � e Antiochian Village Camp and Camping Depart-
ment – Very Rev. Anthony Yazge
4. � e Antiochian Village Heritage Center – Mr. John 
Scanlan
5. Chaplain and Pastoral Counselling – Very Rev. 
George Morelli
6. Charities and Children’s Relief Fund – Very Rev. 
George Rados and Ms. Robin Nicholas
7. Christian Education – Mrs. Carole Buleza
8. Clergy Insurance and Retirement – Very Rev. Michael 
Ellias
9. College Ministry – Very Rev. Anthony Yazge
10. Ancient Faith Ministries – Mr. John Maddex

11. Convention Planning – Mr. Raed Sweiss and Ms. 
Carol Jazzar
12. Home Schooling – Very Rev. Noah Bushelli
13. Internet Ministry – Mr. Douglas Cramer
14. Inter-Faith Relations – Very Rev. Olof Scott
15. Lay Ministries – Dr. Anthony Bashir and Dr. John 
Dalack
16. Liturgics – Very Rev. � omas Zain
17. Marriage and Family Ministry – Khourieh Maggie 
Hock
18. Missions and Evangelism – Very Rev. Michael Keiser
19. Sacred Music – Mr. Paul Jabara
20. St. Athanasius Academy – Very Rev. Jon Braun
21. Statistics and Credentials – Very Rev. George 
 Kevorkian
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If the people fall away, it is impossible to renew them 
to repentance. Why? It is because, after having embraced 
Christ, they have willfully turned away from him, and 
treated him with contempt. � e Apostle Peter ampli� es 
the point: “For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of 
the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and over-
come, the latter end is worse for them than the begin-
ning. For it would have been better for them never to have 
known the way of righteousness, than having known it, 
to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them” 
(2 Peter 2:20-21). It would be better to have never known 
Christ, than to turn on him as did Judas, disdain his love 
for us, and bring shame upon his holy name.

From Hebrews 
10:29: “Of how 
much worse pun-
ishment, do you 
suppose, will he be 
thought worthy who 
has trampled the Son 
of God underfoot, 
counted the blood 
of the covenant by 
which he was sancti-
� ed a common thing, 
and insulted the Spir-
it of grace?” I think 

most of us priests have had the experience of receiving 
converts who initially embrace the faith with great enthu-
siasm, but when it’s no longer new and exciting, when it 
gets down to meeting the demands of following Christ 
and leading an Orthodox life, or, when they have been 
misled, they fall away. 

Despite all that I’ve just recited, the Church holds that 
where the grace of God is, there is always the hope of re-
pentance – even in the case of seeming apostasy from the 
Faith. Only God knows when someone’s rejection of Christ 
is � nal. We do not.

In speaking of repentance, however, for those of us 
gathered here this evening, it’s not a matter of apostasy 
from Christ. Otherwise we wouldn’t be here in this chapel. 
Rather, it’s a matter of transgressions, sins, failings, and 

mistakes. Sometimes, at the worst, it may be willful dis-
obedience to a commandment of God; more often, how-
ever, it’s likely to be a moment of weakness, the force of a 
bad habit, a failure to be watchful over ourselves, a failure 
to grasp the true nature of what confronts us, or that we 
have been misled into error. 

In all such cases, the door of repentance is always open 
to us. With the help of God’s grace, you can change your 
mind, change your heart, change your actions, change 
your life. 

� e life of St. Raphael is especially instructive to us 
when we consider mistakes caused by inadequately un-
derstanding the nature of what confronts us – by being 
misled by those who would deceive us. You see, St. Ra-
phael made a big mistake. He had to acknowledge an er-
ror of judgment. He had to change his mind. He had to 
change his course of action. Since the Greek word for “re-
pentance” literally means “a change of mind,” St. Raphael 
had to repent.

Now allow me to pause for a moment to make the 
following observation: It feels a little strange for me to 
say “St. Raphael made a mistake. St. Raphael had to re-
pent.” All Orthodox repudiate the Roman doctrine of 
the infallibility of the Pope. Yet sometimes, I think, we 
unconsciously may hold to the “infallibility of the saints” 
– that is, we hear, “St. So-and-so said such-and-such” and 
we take it as if it has the force of dogma. Furthermore, we 
may unconsciously hold to the infallibility of bishops, or 
priests, elders or monastics. In other words, holy people 
are perfect. Saints don’t make mistakes.

Raphael Hawaweeny was and is a priest, a bishop, and 
a saint. Yet he was not infallible. He was guilty of a big 
mistake. How do we know? He himself acknowledged it. 
� ose who are long-time members of this Archdiocese 
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Archdiocese 
Convention 
Homily
Your Beatitude, Your Eminences, Your Graces,  Reverend Clergy, Pious 
Monastics, Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

� e subject and text given to me for this homily are as follows: 
St. Raphael and Hebrews 6:6: “If the people fall away, renew them 
unto repentance.”

� ere is a problem, however: when Hebrews 6:6 is read in con-
text, it means something rather di� erent than what I just recited. 
Here’s the text: “For it is impossible for those who were once enlight-
ened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of 
the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers 
of the age to come, if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, 
since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to 
an open shame.”
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may remember an article published in the January 1977 
issue of � e Word magazine. It was published in the wake 
of the decision of the Episcopal Church to begin ordain-
ing women to their priesthood. It was titled, “As Valid To-
day as � en.” It was not a new article, freshly composed to 
address the recent deviation of the Episcopal Church from 
historic Christianity. It was a reprint of a 1912 pastoral 
letter of St. Raphael to his � ock. 

In it, he describes how, before he had made a thorough 
study of Anglican doctrinal authorities and liturgy, he had 
given permission in extreme cases, where there were no 
Orthodox clergy available, for the Orthodox faithful to 
accept ministrations from Episcopal clergymen. He soon 
learned two things, however:
1.  � at Episcopal clergy were abusing this allowance and 

attempting to convince Orthodox  believers that their 
church was in fact equivalent to Orthodoxy – “the 

 Orthodox Church of the West” – and encouraging 
them to attend their churches even when Orthodox 
clergy were available.

2.  � at certain prominent Anglican clergy had  given him 
a largely one-sided view of their church that made it 
appear nearly identical to Orthodoxy. 
He realized then that he had made a mistake. He re-

alized that he had not fully understood the true nature 
of Anglicanism. He changed his mind. He changed his 
course. He repented of the decision he had made – and re-
voked the permission he had previously given. St. Raphael 
went on then to instruct the faithful not to accept the min-
istrations, sacraments, services or rites of any church or 
clergy outside of Holy Orthodoxy. 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, God forbid that 
any of us ever fall away to the extent of heaping contempt 
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upon the name of Christ. May God’s grace prevent us from ever being will-
fully disobedient to His commandments. Yet fallen human nature being 
what it is, in a moment of weakness, by the force of a bad habit, a failure to 
be watchful, because of a failure to grasp the true nature of what confronts 
us, or when we have been deceived, we can fail. 

And: let us not be mistaken – there is great deception abroad in our day, 
particularly having to do with matters of human sexuality. It is easy for us to 
be deceived. In all such cases, the door of repentance is always open to us. 
With the help of God’s grace, you can change your mind, change your heart, 
change your ways, change your life. Yes, even saints aren’t perfect. � ey too 
can make mistakes. St. Raphael was courageous enough to boldly and pub-
licly acknowledge his error – and to change his course. 

May we, by his prayers and the inspiration of his example, do no less. 
When we fall, may we be renewed by repentance.
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“I am very thankful for two important facts,” His 
Beatitude began, “� rst, for the numerous Antiochian 
priests and bishops who received their theological for-
mation [at Saint Vladimir’s Seminary]; their fruitful 
ministry is a sign of the serious theological and pasto-
ral training they received. Second, for the longstanding 
relationship that exists between the Antiochian Ortho-
dox Christian Archdiocese of North America and Saint 
Vladimir’s. � is relationship was fostered by the late 
Metropolitan PHILIP of thrice-blessed memory, and 
continues to be strengthened today by my brother [in 
Christ], Metropolitan JOSEPH.

“I also look forward to seeing strong cooperation 
as well between our leading theological institute, Saint 
John of Damascus Institute of � eology at the Univer-
sity of Balamand, and your Seminary,” he said. “May the 
Lord with the guidance of the Holy Spirit strengthen 
you in this very important mission of Orthodox theo-
logical education which you prayerfully carry out. May 
this holy place be a well of water, springing up with truth 
and spiritual knowledge, unto everlasting life, that who-
ever drinks of this living water may never thirst.”

  Patriarch JOHN then engaged the audience in a 
question and answer period, o� ering a rare look into 
the centuries-old, multi-religious and ethnic communi-
ties of the Middle East. He especially corrected misper-

ceptions promulgated by Western media regarding the 
� erce con� ict in that region and the solutions for peace 
desired by its indigenous peoples.

“First and foremost,” he began, “We need your 
prayers, [but] there is a need to make a clari� cation 
about the situation that we encounter in the Middle 
East: words like ‘terrorism’ and ‘extremism’ are all for-
eign to our land; we don’t know anything about these 
words in our region.

“We are the fabric of that land – Christians and 
Muslims – and we live together, and we are peaceful in 
all aspects,” he explained, citing many examples of co-
operation, including an evenly split Christian-Muslim 
population at the University of Balamand and Muslims 
seeking refuge in Christian homes as they � ee from war-
ring combatants.

“Unfortunately the media today can express a picture 
that is totally foreign to what is really happening in our 
area. We in that region – Christians and Muslims – seek 
peace, love safety, and there is nothing that separates us 
from one another,” he commented.

“However,” he continued, “unfortunately, the super-
powers, when they deal with our countries, regard us as 
‘little’ compared to their own interests, and these inter-
ests should not be at the expense of the little powers and 
little countries. Where are the human rights? I want to 

be daring, and I will say, ‘Let the superpowers leave us in 
peace, and we can take care of our own needs!’

“� ose who want to protect and help the Christians 
in the Middle East must � rst and foremost attempt to 
� nd a way to provide peace in the Middle East. Give us, 
beloved, peace, not protection,” he urged. “You can help 
in this matter by � nding a peaceful solution. All gov-
ernments and institutions must work together to � nd a 
peaceful solution.

 “Second, we face many challenges, and we encour-
age our people to remain steadfast where they are in 
their own countries and homes,” he observed. “[But] it 
is not enough to tell them ‘Stay where you are, and don’t 
leave your home.’ We have to set the example to be with 
them, help them, feed them, and send their children to 
schools.”

His Beatitude related that more than 6,200 schools 
in Syria have been destroyed thus far and that humani-
tarian aid is desperately needed. He noted that the De-
partment of Relief and Development within the Patri-
archate of Antioch in Damascus, Syria, has a mission to 
help all who seek such aid. 

Lastly, Patriarch JOHN thanked the Seminary and 
those gathered for their warm greeting and the honor 
bestowed upon him, and encouraged all by saying, “You 
can relate [my message] to o�  cials, the government, 

politicians, and all authorities in this land, and give 
them that picture, that image: we are seeking nothing 
but peace.”

In response to Patriarch JOHN’s remarks, His Beati-
tude � e Most Blessed TIKHON, Primate of the Or-
thodox Church in America (OCA) and President of the 
Seminary, thanked Patriarch JOHN for his message of 
peace and joy in the midst of struggles, and said, “We 
[North Americans] often think that all the con� icts in 
all of history were caused by religion. We need to show 
by our own lives, that this is not true,” he continued. 
“All the con� icts are caused by the passions of human 
beings, so we as Christians need to live a life of peace, 
of prayer, and of repentance.” He concluded, “� en, we 
can then speak to civil authorities … not swayed by po-
litical opinion or by the media, but by seeking the truth, 
and by living our lives according to the truth, which is 
the love of Jesus Christ.”

Special guests in attendance at the Academic 
Convocation included the following:

His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop 
of New York and Metropolitan of All North Amer-
ica, Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese 
of North America (AOCNA)

On Monday, July 27, 2015, the Board of Trustees and Faculty Council 
of St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary bestowed a Doctor of 
Divinity degree honoris causa upon The Most Blessed JOHN X (Yazigi), 
Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch and All the East. In his remarks 
following the ceremony, His Beatitude underscored the bonds of unity 
– past, present, and  future – between the Church of Antioch and the 
 Seminary, and he captivated the hearts of the more than two hundred 
people who had gathered to honor him, as he passionately called for 
peace for all peoples in his homeland of Syria and its neighboring 
countries in the Middle East.

Patriarch JOHN X Stresses Unity, 
Peace, at Academic Convocation
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His Grace Bishop JOHN, Auxiliary Bish-
op of the Diocese of Worcester and New 
England (AOCANA)

Archpriest Thomas Zain, Vicar Gener-
al; Archpriest George Kevorkian, Hierar-
chical Assistant; and Archpriest Joseph 
Antypas of the Antiochian Orthodox 
Christian Archdiocese of North America

His Eminence the Most Reverend Metro-
politan DAMASKINOS of San Paulo and 
All Brazil

His Eminence the Most Reverend Met-
ropolitan EPHREM of Tripoli, Al-Koura, 
and Dependencies

His Eminence the Most Reverend Metro-
politan SABA of Bosra, Horan and Jabal 
al-Arab

His Grace the Right Reverend Bishop 
GREGORIOS of the Emirates

Archimandrite Parthenios, Secretary to 
the Patriarch of Antioch, and Patriarchal 
Archdeacon Gerasimos

His Eminence Archbishop BENJAMIN of 
San Francisco and the West, Orthodox 
Church in America (OCA)

Archpriest John A. JILLIONS, Chancel-
lor of the Orthodox Church in America 
(OCA)

His Grace Bishop JOHN of Naro-Fomi-
nsk, Vicar of the Moscow Diocese

His Grace Bishop MAXIM, Western 
American Diocese of the Serbian Ortho-
dox Church

The Very Reverend Archimandrite Na-
thanael Symeonides, representing His 
Eminence Archbishop DEMETRIOS, 
Primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese of America

Listen to the entire Academic Convoca-
tion on “Voices from St. Vladimir’s” on 
Ancient Faith Radio. View photos and a 
video of the Academic Convocation at 
http://www.svots.edu

T

Patriarch JOHN X 
Thanks St. Vladimir Seminary 

for Honorary Doctorate

Your Beatitude, Archbishop TIKHON, Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees and Primate of the Orthodox 
Church in America; Your Eminence, Metropolitan 
 JOSEPH, Vice Chairman; Fr. John Behr, Dean; Fr. 
Chad Hat� eld, Chancellor; beloved hierarchs, esteemed 
members of the Faculty, students, and sta�  of the St. 
Vladimir Orthodox Seminary:

I am grateful today to stand in this august gathering 
and receive this honorary doctorate from your esteemed 
seminary. St. Vladimir’s is known throughout the world 
by its professors, who are theologians in the Ortho-
dox sense of the word: they live what they preach, and 
their life is built on spiritual struggle and prayers. � ey 

have walked in the path of puri� cation and illumina-
tion, pushing towards the goal of Christian life, which 
is dei� cation. � ey are not just teachers of theological 
knowledge; their lives also model saintly and spiritual 
journeys. Great men of the twentieth century taught at 
St. Vladimir’s and illumined our contemporary theologi-
cal education: teachers such as the late Fathers Georges 
Florovsky, � omas Hopko, John Meyendor�  and Alex-
ander Schmemann of blessed memory. I see this as the 
precious legacy of St. Vladimir Seminary, and I earnestly 
pray that you preserve this legacy and make it � ourish.

I know that St. Vladimir’s is committed to theologi-
cal education, research, scholarship, and the promotion 
of inter-Orthodox cooperation. � us I am very thank-
ful for two important facts. First, I am thankful for the 
numerous Antiochian priests and bishops who received 
here their theological formation. � eir fruitful ministry 
is a sign of the serious theological and pastoral training 
they received. Second, I am thankful for the longstand-
ing relationship that exists between the Antiochian Or-
thodox Christian Archdiocese of North America and 
Saint Vladimir’s. � is relationship was fostered by the 
late Metropolitan PHILIP of thrice-blessed memory, 

and continues to be strengthened today by my brother, 
Metropolitan JOSEPH. I look forward to seeing strong 
cooperation as well between our leading theological In-
stitute of St. John of Damascus at the University of Bala-
mand, and your Seminary.

May the Lord God, with the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, strengthen you in this very important mission of 
Orthodox theological education, which you prayerfully 
carry out.

May this holy place be a well of water springing up 
with truth and spiritual knowledge unto everlasting life, 
that whoever drinks of this living water may never thirst 
(John 4:14).

 July 27, 2015
St. Vladimir’s Seminary, New York

DAILY DEVOTIONS
OCTOBER 2015

V. Rev. Fr. George Alberts

1. HEBREWS 9:1-7; LUKE 10:38-42, 11:27-28

2. EPHESIANS 6:18-24; LUKE 6:17-23 (FAST)

3. 1 CORINTHIANS 15:39-45; LUKE 5:17-26

4. 2 CORINTHIANS 9:6-11; LUKE 6:31-36

5. PHILIPPIANS 1:1-7; LUKE 6:24-30

6. PHILIPPIANS 1:8-14; LUKE 6:37-45

7.   PHILIPPIANS 1:12-20; LUKE 6:46-7:1 (FAST)

8. PHILIPPIANS 1:20-27; LUKE 7:17-30

9. PHILIPPIANS 1:27-2:4; LUKE 7:31-35

10.  1 CORINTHIANS 15:58-16:3; LUKE 5:27-32

11. TITUS 3:8-15; LUKE 8:5-15

12. PHILIPPIANS 2:12-16; LUKE 7:36-50

13. PHILIPPIANS 2:17-23; LUKE 8:1-3

14. PHILIPPIANS 2:24-30; LUKE 8:22-25 (FAST)

15. PHILIPPIANS 3:1-8; LUKE 9:7-11

16.  PHILIPPIANS 3:8-19; LUKE 9:12-18 (FAST)

17. 2 CORINTHIANS 1:8-11; LUKE 6:1-10

18.   COLOSSIANS 4:5-11, 14-18; LUKE 1:39-49, 56

19. PHILIPPIANS 4:10-23; LUKE 9:18-22

20. COLOSSIANS 1:1-2, 7-11; LUKE 9:23-27

21.  COLOSSIANS 1:18-23; LUKE 9:44-50 (FAST)

22. COLOSSIANS 1:24-29; LUKE 9:49-56

23. COLOSSIANS 2:1-7; LUKE 10:1-15 (FAST)

24. 2 CORINTHIANS 3:12-18; LUKE 7:2-10

25.   GALATIANS 2:16-20; LUKE 15:17-16:2

26. 2 TIMOTHY 2:1-10; JOHN 15:17-16:2

27. COLOSSIANS 2:20-3:3; LUKE 11:1-10

28. COLOSSIANS 3:17-4:1; LUKE 11:1-10

29. COLOSSIANS 4:2-19; LUKE 11:14-23

30. COLOSSIANS 4:10-18; LUKE 1:23-26 (FAST)

31. 2 CORINTHIANS 5:1-10; LUKE 8:16-21

whoever drinks of this living water may never thirst
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“O Antioch: lift up your eyes and look around, for your sons 
came like the pearls shining with the light of God from the 
West, and the North; from the sea, and the East, glorifying 
Jesus Christ in you to the ages of ages.”

– St. John of Damascus

� ese words best describe the communion of the ap-
ostolic Orthodox Church of Antioch that can never be 
broken, even if oceans keep her children at a distance 
from one another. Our Lord, God and Savior Jesus 
Christ is at the center of the Antiochian communion, 
manifest by the apostles and their spiritual descendents 
who proclaimed Christ’s gospel in all corners of the 
world throughout all ages.

Antioch is neither limited to “the great city of God” 
in modern-day Turkey, nor its historical lands through-
out the Middle East. It reaches well beyond, especially 
into the United States and Canada. It is � tting that our 
Father-in-Christ, His Beatitude Patriarch JOHN X, in-
voked the words of our righteous father John of Damas-
cus as he presided – at the invitation of His Eminence 
Metropolitan JOSEPH – over the 52nd Convention 
of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of 
North America, hosted by St. Mary Antiochian Ortho-
dox Church of Cambridge, Massachusetts.

His Beatitude’s delegation included � eir Emi-
nences, Metropolitan DAMASKINOS of Sao Paolo 
and Brazil; Metropolitan SABA of Bosra and Horan, 
Syria; Metropolitan EPHREM of Tripoli, Lebanon; 
His Grace Bishop NICHOLAS of Bloudan, Syria; His 
Grace  Bishop GREGOIOS of the Emirates; and His Be-
atitude’s assistants, Archimandrite Parthenios  Allati and 
Archdeacon Gerasimos Kabbas.

� e Convention was the � rst for both Patriarch 
JOHN and Metropolitan JOSEPH after their recent 
elections as leaders of the Church. � e hierarchs, clergy 
and laity assembled with them in this, the hundredth 
anniversary of the year of the repose of the founder of 

what would become the Antiochian Archdiocese, our 
father among the saints RAPHAEL Hawaweeny, Bishop 
of Brooklyn. Truly, his presence was felt throughout the 
entire convention, as well as the presence of His Emi-
nence Metropolitan PHILIP of thrice-blessed memory. 
� is was the � rst Convention without his physical pres-
ence since he came to the U.S. in 1956.

� is Archdiocesan Convention was more than “busi-
ness as usual,” although the various departments, orga-
nizations and ministries had to meet early in the week 
to set their paces for the immediate future. � ey were 
saving their time for personal spiritual renewal later in 
the week, including the two-day General Assembly.

� e Archdiocese, now under the leadership of Say-
idna JOSEPH, is in a process of re-evaluation. � e meet-
ings early in the week re� ected this process. For example:
•  Th e Department of Liturgics is combing through all 

of the Archdiocesan service books to correct errors in 
preparation of new publications to meet the growing 
spiritual needs of the parishes.

•  Th e newly-organized Department of Translations is 
establishing “� e Antiochian Orthodox Institute” in 
La Verne, California, to provide worship resources that 
currently do not exist in English. 

•  Th e Department of Sacred Music is also combing 
through its online library to correct errors, as well as 
collaborating with gifted composers in both Westerns 
and Byzantine traditions to provide musical resources 
that have never been available before.

•  Th e Department of Internet Ministry is determining 
and implementing the new and best ways to connect 
all Archdiocesan clergy and laity to the Orthodox 
Church, especially as they rely more and more on so-
cial media for their information.

(All reports re� ecting the departments’ progress can 
be found at http://www.antiochian.org/2015-depart-
ment-and-organization-convention-reports.) 

Patriarch JOHN and Metropolitan JOSEPH visited 

the meetings of the four Archdiocesan organizations: 
the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch, the Antiochian 
 Women, the Teen SOYO, and the Fellowship of St. John 
the Divine. As their memberships would attest, our lead-
ers in Christ did more than just attend – they taught and 
inspired. And as our leaders would later attest, they were 
taught and inspired, too.

At the Order of St. Ignatius dinner, His Beatitude 
expressed his gratitude for the constant charity this orga-
nization has shown to Orthodox Christian institutions 
in the Middle East, most recently to the refugees and the 
families of victims lost in the horri� c Syrian Civil War. 
Patriarch JOHN encouraged the Order never to relent 
in the good that it does for the lives that it touches. His 
Beatitude stressed that, although Orthodox Christians 
in Syria “live in a di�  cult situation, we will never leave 
our land.”

At the Teen SOYO meeting, the hierarchs expressed 
how greatly the teens impressed them by their faith and 
service. “� ey said, ‘How can we help?’” His Eminence 
recalled. “� ey knew that this is not the time for lec-
tures. People are getting killed, displaced from homes, 
and put into many dangers.” Sayidna JOSEPH also told 
the teens that, in spite of the war – and at great risk to his 
life – His Beatitude goes to their fellow Orthodox Chris-
tians all over Syria to give them hope, answers, direction 
and encouragement.

To the Antiochian Women luncheon, His Beatitude 
brought “the blessings of the Church of Saints Peter and 
Paul.” Patriarch JOHN said, “When a woman brings up 
her family, she raises a whole generation. May God give 
you strength to continue your diakonia (service).” With-
out that diakonia, Metropolitan JOSEPH stressed, the 
Church has nothing; and without charity, there is no 
Christianity. “We share the penny we have with other 
people,” His Eminence said. “� is prepares us for the 
kingdom of heaven.” Both men thanked the Antiochian 
Women for also raising hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars for Syrian refugees. � e project for 2015–2016 is 
Hungry Children at Home and Abroad.

Finally, at the Fellowship meeting, Patriarch JOHN 
promised the young adults gathered that he and all the 
hierarchs would work to help them � nd the true light 
of Christ in their hearts. � is is currently being done 
through the various lessons of the Holy Fathers and mul-
timedia ministry – video, a radio station, and photos and 
stories via social media – readily available online to keep 
Orthodox Christians here connected to Christ and His 
holy Church situated throughout the world. Metropolitan 
JOSEPH encouraged the young adults to “think  bigger, 

A Synaxis of the Antiochian World
A Report on the 52nd Convention of the

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

Boston, Massachusetts, July 20-26, 2015

Sub-deacon Peter Samore
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His Beatitude condemned the silence of the world’s governments that have 
done nothing to help rescue his brother, Metropolitan PAUL, and his Syriac 
Orthodox counterpart, Metropolitan JOHN, both of Aleppo, Syria, since their 
kidnappings two years ago. He also expressed disgust that shattered antiquities 
and artifacts receive more lament than shattered human lives.

Patriarch JOHN, however, did not leave the General Assembly – and the world 
which would watch his speech online – without the hope of our Lord. “We are 
here today, to tell the world that Christians are kneaded with the soil of our land,” 
he said. “Christians are a piece of our homeland’s heart, and it is a piece of theirs. 
We are aware that the victor writes the history, but we also know that untruthful 
history is reviled by Jesus of Nazareth Who was cruci� ed on the cross of glory.

“We do not fear giving testimony of Jesus Christ in every time and place; 
however, we are people of peace and the product of the One who creates peace,” 
His Beatitude continued. “Beloved in Christ, we do not fear, because we are 
proud of you. We are proud of our Archdiocese, of our Church in North Amer-
ica and Canada. We are one, we are a united Church. You are inside the heart of 
Antioch, and Antioch is in your heart.”

� en, Metropolitan JOSEPH said, “� is is why we need the Patriarch to 
be with us all the time,” drawing rousing applause from the General Assembly. 
“His words bring hope to all of us everywhere.” Sayidna JOSEPH then recalled 
leading a pilgrimage to the holy sites of Syria and Lebanon in November, 2010. 
Some members of the pilgrimage at the Convention had tears in their eyes, 
knowing that some of the monasteries and churches they saw are now practi-
cally destroyed. Fortunately, others are rebuilding, bringing about some hope 
for the future.

� e three guest Metropolitans were given the � oor to describe activities 
and ministries in the lives of their Archdioceses. Each told how St. RAPHAEL’s 
struggles in ministry play out similarly among their clergy and faithful. First to 
speak was Sayidna DAMASKINOS of Brazil, Sayidna JOSEPH’s � rst cousin: 
“� e people are scattered over a vast region. To summarize the gospel, the har-
vest is vast, but the laborers are few. � e church needs priests and ministers 
just like St. RAPHAEL. We thank God for the work, but we have few laborers. 
Despite the pastoral di�  culties these days, we continue to do the same ministry 
as in North America by receiving converts, not in big masses, but individually.”

Second to speak was Sayidna SABA of Bosra and Hauran: “We have a geo-
graphically large Archdiocese, but few people. It was established by St. Timon 
the Apostle [of the Seventy]. We have had a renaissance, but the war has ended 
it. I appreciate my relationship with this Archdiocese through Metropolitan 
PHILIP, Metropolitan JOSEPH, and Bishop BASIL. We are a twin of this arch-
diocese. � e truth of the Lord binds us together in terms of our work. Financial 
support is one element of the relationship between Hauran and the Diocese of 
Wichita to get us through our di�  culties.” Sayidna SABA recalled a pilgrimage 
people of his sister diocese made in 2010. “� ose who came from Wichita left 
a great impression on our people, more than the � nancial support. � is is a 
true picture of the unity we have between the churches.” (See more about “� e 
Hauran Connection” at www.antiochian.org/hauran.)

� ird to speak was Sayidna EPHREM of Tripoli: “We are few, but we are pi-
ous, and we have good relations with Muslim neighbors. We have two important 
centers: one is the � eological Pastoral Center that hosts conferences and activi-
ties. It gathers persons of all ages. Conferences present teachings from a pastoral 

and do what you have to do to keep the Christian torch alive in this nation.” To 
that end, the Fellowship is nearly � nished with a restructuring process that will 
only focus on outreach to young adults while reassigning ministries (for example, 
Creative Festivals, Food for Hungry People) to their proper departments.

Surrounding all of these meetings were, of course, twice-daily divine ser-
vices: Great Vespers and Little Compline every night, and the Divine Liturgy or 
Orthros in the morning, sung by the most talented voices gathered from across 
the Archdiocese to the glory of God. Sub-deacon Rassem El-Massih, assistant to 
Metropolitan JOSEPH, led the Byzantine chant choir. Mr. Paul Jabara, direc-
tor of the Department of Sacred Music, led the Western four-part choir. You 
can listen to the beautiful choirs on www.ancientfaith.com. Worship is what 
kept the hierarchs, clergy and laity focused squarely on Jesus Christ, and not on 
temptations to give in to politics or in� ghting.

Of course, the Creative Festivals championships were as exciting as ever. On 
Wednesday night, the seven teams that won in their respective dioceses were 
locked in an intense competition at the Bible Bowl. Questions were derived 
from the book, “� e Life of Our Father among the Saints: RAPHAEL, Bishop 
of Brooklyn, Good Shepherd of the Lost Sheep in America.” His Grace Bishop 
Basil led in the composition of this book. It was � tting that St. George Church of 
Houston, Texas – comprised of Danny Saber, Mark Saber and Danielle Shahin, 
Sayidna BASIL’s team from the Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America – won the 
Bible Bowl, scoring 103 out of 105 points. His Grace then led the entire audi-
ence in the chanting of “Rejoice, O Father RAPHAEL,” the saint’s apolytikion.

On Saturday morning, the Oratorical Festival brought together the seven 
contestants who took � rst place in their diocesan competitions. � e judges 
chose Salena Ibrahim from St. Mary Church of Palos Heights, Illinois, of the 
Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest, as the Archdiocesan champion. Sayidna 
JOSEPH congratulated all of the participants on the energy and substance that 
they shared in their inspiring orations about St.  RAPHAEL, which can all be 
heard at www.ancientfaith.com.

In between those days, the General Assembly convened the clergy and lay 
delegates to formulate some of the direction of the Archdiocese. However, Say-
idna JOSEPH restructured the meeting, asking the departments and organiza-
tions to submit their reports for posting onto www.antiochian.org a month be-
fore the Convention. In this way, time would be saved as the reports would not 
be presented orally. � e leaders, however, took brief questions from the � oor.

� e amount of time saved allowed Patriarch JOHN to give inspiring and 
informative lessons on � ursday and Friday. � ey lasted an hour each, and the 
General Assembly was riveted. In his � rst teaching, His Beatitude introduced 
the story of six-year-old “Samir,” who lost his ability to speak when a rocket 
destroyed his home. His Beatitude let a video, produced by the Patriarchate and 
available at www.antiochian.org, tell Samir’s story and the stories of all those 
who have lost everything during the Syrian Civil War.

“Our current era witnesses the killing of man under di� erent titles. � ere 
is the illegitimate re-drawing of states’ borders, the slavery of the market in 
weapons, and the terrorist attacks that make us tremble,” Patriarch JOHN said. 
“It is my right as an Oriental to live in security. It is my right that my children 
do not starve and go to school. It is my right that my boarders be secure, that I 
may celebrate a peaceful history in that, our land, and that this land stand as an 
example for the present and a hope to the near and distant future.52
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was just large enough to hold everyone. In his sermon, 
Patriarch JOHN described the partaking of the “Lamb of 
God” as “the ful� llment of the work of this  convention.”

“You are the children of God, as St. Paul tells us,” 
His Beatitude said in his sermon, referring to the Epistle 
reading for that day from Galatians (3:23–4:5). “� is 
directs us to the dignity that is our relationship to the 
likeness of the Father. � is is a means of strength, to be 
called the children of God, but it should also give us a 
sense of humility.”

Patriarch JOHN reminded everyone present that 
they are all one in Jesus Christ. “As we become brethren 
with love for one another, we become one holy family in 
Christ Jesus.” His Beatitude stressed that Christians are 
adopted as God’s children through the mystery, or sacra-
ment, of baptism. “We put on Christ, were buried and 
resurrected with Him at the same time. More precisely, 
we emulate daily all that Christ did.”

His Beatitude gave thanks for the clergy and  faithful 
who came from near and far, sacri� cing their time and re-
sources to bear witnesses to the message of today’s Epistle.

“I thank my dear and beloved brother, His Eminence 
Metropolitan JOSEPH, for inviting me so that we can 
be together to love one another,” His Beatitude said. 
Turning to the faithful, he added, “I thank all of you for 
putting in the hard work to keep the faith and preserve 
this holy tradition.”

In turn, Metropolitan JOSEPH also thanked the vis-
iting hierarchs from the Middle East, his brother bishops 
of the Antiochian Archdiocese, and hierarchs of other 
Orthodox jurisdictions in Boston. He also thanked the 
host parish of St. Mary in Cambridge, Massachusetts – 
especially the pastor, V. Rev. Antony Hughes, and the 
convention chairpersons Mary Winstanley O’Connor 
and Raymond Sayeg – for making the biannual gather-
ing a huge success.

In a re� ection of the digital age in which we live, fol-
lowing the Divine Liturgy, His Beatitude, His Eminence 
and other hierarchs took time to pose for dozens of pic-
tures – including “sel� es” – with the clergy and faithful, 
knowing how much those small mementos meant to them.

Author’s Note: � is article is a mere snippet of the vast 
highlights and jewels of the 52nd Archdiocesan Conven-
tion. Please take some time out of your busy schedules to 
experience them for yourself through photos, printed stories 
and speeches, and audio and video recordings. You can 
visit www.antiochian.org, www.ancientfaith.com, and the 
Facebook pages of the Antiochian Archdiocese and Antio-
chian Patriarchate.

perspective to those who want to know their dogma and 
tradition. � ey meet weekly with special teachers, and 
they have a summer camp. � e other center focuses on 
family and youth. It is called the Help Center for social 
assistance and special needs, including psychology. We re-
call our Lord’s teaching: “I was hungry, and you fed me.” 
When I became a bishop [in 2009], Patriarch  IGNATIUS 
IV told me that the bishop usually waits for the people to 
come to him. Now the bishop has to go to the people. I 
try to follow this advice. Our church must be a dynamic 
church; we have to search for new ways to minister to our 
Orthodox people. We must have people who are special-
ized to go to others. St. RAPHAEL went from church to 
church, and house to house. In these times, in east and 
west, we need people who have the qualities to go from 
one point to another and preach the word of God. � is is 
the tradition of the Antiochian Church.”

� e remarks of his brothers on the Holy Synod of 
Antioch, Sayidna JOSEPH said, were a calling to every-
one that “we don’t minister from behind a desk, but we 
travel, just like St. RAPHAEL.”

On Friday, His Beatitude taught again, this time 
on how the sacrament of baptism leads to holiness and 
salvation. “Remember your day of baptism,” Patriarch 
JOHN said. “� e priest who is o�  ciating during the 
sacrament asks the godparent holding the child to turn 
towards the West. � e priest asks, ‘Do you renounce Sa-
tan, his works, angels and pride?’ We turn to the West 
as a symbol of sunset, of darkness, and of the devil, so 
that we can respond, ‘Yes, we renounce.’ � en, the priest 
turns the catechumen back to the East, where the sun 
rises, and the symbol of turning back to Him Who is 
light. He then accepts Christ.”

His Beatitude then taught that Orthodox Christians 
must avoid dualism between the spiritual life and the 
social life. “Some think, in order to apply the Christian 
life and the message of the gospel, prayer and fasting are 
only used in connection with the Holy Church,” he said. 
“We think that those two aspects of life are separate, but 
that is totally untrue. ‘Let us commend ourselves, our 
entire lives, unto Christ our God.’ My mind, my heart, 
my body, my feelings all belong to Christ. Everything I 
do is for Christ.”

And thus, with lives fully committed to Christ, Pa-
triarch JOHN said that we really become masters of our 
own lives, fully conscious of our own inner beings. “We 
must act not like slaves, not like hired servants, but like 
children of God, not ful� lling commandments in fear, 
nor expecting a reward, but because we love Him and 
strive to become like Him.”

“When the Patriarch talks, he reminds me of when 
Christ taught His people on the grass,” Sayidna JOSEPH 
said afterward. “� is is the best nourishment for us, to 
bring us into the ethos of the Fathers and the Church. 
� is is why I decided that at every convention we’ll have 
a teaching like this before we start doing our business.”

� en, Sayidna JOSEPH gave his � rst State of the 
Archdiocese address in his tenure as Metropolitan of the 
Archdiocese. He started by calling to mind “the cloud 
of witnesses” that surrounds us so that we avoid sin and 
stay on the path to the kingdom of heaven (Hebrews 
12:1–2). “Among the ‘great cloud of witnesses’ stand 
those men who have preceded me as the leaders of this 
God-protected Archdiocese,” Sayidna said, “most nota-
bly our Father among the Saints RAPHAEL of Brook-
lyn, Metropolitan ANTONY Bashir, and Metropolitan 
PHILIP Saliba.” � e General Assembly then gave a 
standing ovation and sang “Memory Eternal.”

“Foundations are very important, but the Church 
cannot prosper on foundations alone,” His Eminence 
continued. “We must continue to build beautiful and 
magni� cent structures upon those foundations. I do not 
speak of physical structures alone, but more importantly 
spiritual structures. If we are to run this race with endur-
ance, it will take a strong team e� ort from everyone who 
is a part of this Archdiocese.”

Sayidna JOSEPH promised a deep and fraternal rela-
tionship with His Beatitude, Patriarch JOHN, who “rep-
resents the presence of all of my brother hierarchs who are 
the members of the Holy Synod of Antioch. We pledge 
that the strong bond of unity between this Archdiocese of 
North America and our Mother Church of Antioch will 
remain strong.” His Eminence pledged the same with his 
brother hierarchs in the Archdiocese, as well as a demon-
stration of mutual love and respect centered on Christ in 
the concelebration of the divine services.

His Eminence then laid out goals for the Archdio-
cese; among them, more evangelism and outreach; prop-
er recruitment and education of men for ordination to 
the diaconate and priesthood; more ministerial roles for 
the laity; improving e�  ciency and responsiveness when 
it comes to � nances; a comprehensive review and repub-
lishing of liturgical texts; and a development of monas-
teries across the continent.

� e climax of the Convention came on Sunday, July 
26, when one patriarch, plus sixteen hierarchs, scores of 
clergy, two large choirs and nearly two thousand  faithful 
gathered for the celebration of the Patriarchal Divine 
Liturgy. Boston’s Hynes Convention Center Auditorium 
– converted into a church for the gathering’s purposes – 

HIERARCHS WHO CONCELEBRATED
THE  PATRIARCHAL DIVINE LITURGY

Patriarch JOHN X of Antioch and All the East

Metropolitan JOSEPH of New York and All North 
America

Metropolitan DAMASKINOS of Sao Paulo and
All Brazil

Metropolitan SABA of Houran, Bosra and Jabal 
 Al-Arab, Syria

Metropolitan EPHREM of Tripoli, Al-Koura and 
 Dependencies, Lebanon

Archbishop NIKON  of Boston, New England, and 
the Albanian Archdiocese (Orthodox Church in 
America)

Bishop ANTOUN of Miami and the Southeast

Bishop BASIL of Wichita and Mid-America

Bishop THOMAS of Charleston, Oakland and the 
Mid-Atlantic

Bishop ALEXANDER of Ottawa, Eastern Canada 
and Upstate New York

Bishop NICHOLAS of Bloudan, Syria

Bishop JOHN of Worcester and New England

Bishop ANTHONY of Toledo and the Midwest

Bishop NICHOLAS of Brooklyn

Bishop GREGORIOS of the Emirates

Present, but not concelebrating:

Metropolitan METHODIOS of Boston (Greek 
 Orthodox Archdiocese)
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 Your Beatitude, our beloved Metropolitan JOSEPH, 
our visiting hierarchs, our dear bishops, and our 
brothers and sisters in Christ, In ten years spent re-
searching the history of Antioch in North America, I felt 
that I was somehow living with our Father among the 
Saints, RAPHAEL.

Some years ago, Metropolitan ANTONY of blessed 
memory remarked:

From my earliest years, my life has been given to 
the Church in such a fashion that the words of 
our Lord: “You have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you,” might with some justice be applied 
to it. From childhood almost, the Church laid its 
hand on me. 

� is seems to be true, too, of the priest RAPHAEL. We 
know that RAPHAEL at age 12 caught the eye of the 
future Metropolitan of Homs, ATHANASIUS Atallah, 
who suggested to Patriarch HIEROTHEOS of Antioch 
that RAPHAEL be accepted for study at the Patriarch-
ate. His mother, Myriam, enthusiastically accepted, giv-
ing her young friend to the Church.

Later, his mentor interceded for RAPHAEL, suggest-
ing that he go to Halki for further studies, and upon his 
return to Syria he served another benefactor, Chrysan-
thos Saliba of Akkar.

We learn that in his early years he was a loyal son 
of Antioch. He understood the meaning of humility, as 
indicated by his submission in service to those who saw 
something special to cultivate in this young man. He 

likewise travelled with Patriarch GERASIMOS as an 
itinerant preacher throughout the Patriarchate.

It is widely known that RAPHAEL had a strong na-
tionalistic bent, and insisted unyieldingly that Antioch 
needed to be freed from the clutches of the Brotherhood 
of the Holy Sepulchre, a view he promoted vehemently 
in his early writings.

Wanting to pursue his education, he pleaded to be 
sent to Russia to study. Here he wrote his entrance ex-
ams in Greek at the � eological Academy in Kiev.

Later, after Christopher Jabara resigned as head of the 
Antiochian Embassy Church (Metochion),  RAPHAEL 
was appointed to head this mission. Here again, with his 
open heart, he opened doors through the Orthodox Pal-
estinian Society for 25 students to travel from Palestine 
to Russia to study.

His position did not inhibit his attacks on the Broth-
erhood and their in� uence in Antioch. When he heard 
that GERASIMOS resigned as Patriarch of Antioch to 
go to Jerusalem, RAPHAEL wrote:

I thought that now there is a chance to battle for 
the liberation of the See of Antioch from the yoke 
of spiritual slavery to strangers of Greek tongue 
and origin. I myself will persevere in � ghting and 
will use all power given to me through my posi-
tion to realize this. 

� e ascension in 1899 by MELETIOS (Domani) 
brought joy to our reverend St. RAPHAEL. 

� is determined pursuit on the part of RAPHAEL 

as a Deacon, and later Archimandrite, revealed his deep 
convictions and steadfast love of Antioch. He was a man 
of strong character who defended the truth, but never 
with stubborn pride.

All that preceded in the life of St. RAPHAEL pre-
pared him for his time, his Kairos, when he arrived in 
America. For us today, it is unimaginable that, in accept-
ing the call of the New York community, he was in fact 
assuming leadership over a scattered community across 
North America, with meagre resources. In his response, 
another characteristic of his personality emerged. He 
emulated St. Innocent of Alaska, who also faced chal-
lenging cultural and economic conditions in carry-
ing out his missionary work. In doing so, RAPHAEL 
displayed great endurance in the face of hardship. He 
sought “the lost sheep” out of the love that � owed from 
his heart.

Furthermore, when he was faced later with false alle-
gations and trumped-up charges, RAPHAEL never lost 
his equilibrium. “Blessed are those who are persecuted.” 
Another manifestation of love. Not looking backwards, 
forgiving his accusers, he continued his arduous journey 
across North America.

During his ministry, there arose a fracture in the 
Montreal community, which was settled by establishing 
two churches, both called St. Nicholas. One, pastored 
by Aftimios O� esh (1905), was called St. Nicholas of 
Montreal, and the other, pastured by Agabios Gholam 
(1910), was named St. Nicholas of Canada. Solomonic 
wisdom prevailed again. “Blessed are the peacemak-
ers…. ” As a pastor, RAPHAEL was a reconciler. In his 
lengthy, stern, but loving homily, he exhorted the faith-
ful to put aside trivial matters for the love of one another 
and the Church.

On one occasion, when he was presented with a gold 
cross, he objected, saying,

“So neither he who plants, nor that waters is any-
thing, but only God who gives the growth” (1 
Corinthians 3:7).
It is true that I worked a lot and endured even 
more grief in seeing this Church realized, but no 
matter how much I worked, however much grief 
I endured, I consider myself to have done my 
duty as a priest and unworthy servant of God.

He once remarked: “I am a Syro-Arab by birth, a 
Greek by education, an American by residence, but a 
Russian at heart, and a star in my soul.” � is remark 
implies a kind of loving catholicity, an ability to iden-
tify with the “lost sheep” from all ethnic backgrounds, 

embracing all with a “touch of grace,” 
following the example of Christ. He rep-
resented, too, the best of Antiochian in-
carnational theology in action, a kenotic 
spirituality. He exempli� ed the words 
of the Baptist: “He must increase, but 
I must decrease.”

� ese episodes in the life of St. 
RAPHAEL reveal the fruition of the 
Holy Spirit from his baptism, and 
the reason for his canonization. 

His literary output under the 
most dire circumstances, alone, 
quali� es him as a man of extraordinary gifts. � is, 
coupled with his pastoral qualities, makes him much 
like St. Simeon the New � eologian, who (I paraphrase) 
once with scalding tears prayed to Almighty God, never 
to be separated from his � ock, that he might be saved or 
lost with his faithful, so deep was his love for his � ock.

Let me conclude with an excerpt from the eulogy of 
Bishop ALEXANDER, who exclaimed,

Let your soul hear the farewell, our dear and 
never-to-be-forgotten Master and Father!

… A crown of true Apostleship which you 
had worn nearly twenty years, to your honor and 
to the great pro� t of Orthodoxy. A crown which, 
we dare to believe, you now wear standing in the 
presence of Christ – bright, righteous, holy – 
having realized this by your beautiful life.

. . . � at is, His great commandment, “Great-
er  love has no one than this, than to lay down 
one’s life for his friends.”

Let your memory be eternal and blessed in 
the heart of our great Mother, the Orthodox 
Church in America.

What I have described, I believe, shows how St. 
 RAPHAEL’s life corresponds to the Gospel passage: 
“Whoever desires to become great among you shall 
be your servant” (Mark 10:43). Here is one whom we 
should emulate.

Pray for us, Holy RAPHAEL.

St. RAPHAEL
T h e  S e r v a n t  S a i n t

Economos A. Gabriel

embracing all with a “touch of grace,” 
following the example of Christ. He rep-
resented, too, the best of Antiochian in-
carnational theology in action, a kenotic 
spirituality. He exempli� ed the words 
of the Baptist: “He must increase, but 

quali� es him as a man of extraordinary gifts. � is, 

“Yet it shall not be so 
among you; but whoever 
desires to become great 
among you shall be your 
servant” (Mark 10:43).
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with the birth of children, every such union exists to 
create of a man and a woman a new reality of “one � esh”; 
and that this can be achieved only in a relationship be-
tween individuals of opposite gender (“God made them 
male and female ... So they are no longer two but one 
� esh”; Mark 10:6–8);

AND WHEREAS the Holy Orthodox Church 
also teaches that the union between one man and one 
woman in the Sacrament of Marriage re� ects the union 
between Christ and His Church (Ephesians 5:21–33) 
and, as such, marriage is necessarily monogamous and 
heterosexual; and that, within this union, sexual rela-
tions between a husband and wife are to be cherished 
and protected as a sacred expression of their love that has 
been blessed by God; and that such is God’s plan for His 
human creatures from the very beginning;

AND WHEREAS the Holy Orthodox Church is 
cognizant that God’s divine purpose is increasingly ques-
tioned and diminished, that is, challenged or denied, by 
a society in� uenced by secularism, relativism, and social 
and political pressures which have been working to nor-
malize and legalize “same-sex unions”;

AND WHEREAS it is our duty to express Christian 
love that is honest and charitable, recognizing the strug-
gles of all people from all kinds of sin, and we encourage 
each other toward sexual purity (“Jesus Christ came into 
the world to save sinners of whom I am chief”; 1 Tim-
othy 1:15); and we encourage all Christians always to 
speak in charity and love, without denigration or mock-
ery towards anyone; and we hold that all persons must 
be treated with respect and kindness while being called 
to living a Godly life;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this 52nd 
Archdiocesan Convention, duly assembled at Bos-
ton, Massachusetts, from July 20–26, 2015, rea�  rms 
through the clergy and laity of the Antiochian Christian 
Orthodox Archdiocese of North America, that Christ by 
His presence at the Marriage Feast of Cana in Galilee 
declared marriage between one man and one women an 
honorable estate; that all Christians be lovingly called 
to sexual purity, holiness and repentance; that mar-
riage cannot be re-de� ned as a union between same-sex 
couples, and that no sexual activity outside of the Sac-
rament of Marriage between one man and one woman 
be blessed; that the Orthodox Church cannot and will 
not condone nor bless “same-sex unions” of any degree. 
It is further resolved that marriage between one man 
and one women is a sacred sacrament and institution 
ordained by God, and that homosexual unions are not. 
� is being said, however, we must stress that a person 

with a homosexual orientation is to be cared for with the 
same compassion and love that is bestowed by our Lord 
 Jesus Christ upon all persons. We are all called by God 
to strive toward holiness.

RESOLUTION WELCOMING HIS BEATITUDE, 
JOHN X,

PATRIARCH OF THE GREAT CITY OF GOD, 
ANTIOCH AND ALL THE EAST

WHEREAS the hierarchs, clergy and faithful of 
this God-protected Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese 
of North America have met as the General Assembly at 
the 52nd Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocesan 
Convention here in Boston, Massachusetts;

AND WHEREAS, during the past week, we have all 
joined together in true Christian fellowship with love, 
respect and unity;

AND WHEREAS our fellowship this week has been 
blessed and honored, more so, with the presence of His 
Beatitude, JOHN X, Patriarch of the Great City of God, 
Antioch and all the East; 

AND WHEREAS the faithful of this God-protected 
Archdiocese are cognizant of the extensive turmoil, loss 
of life and destruction of property that has taken place, 
and continues to take place, in Syria and its surrounding 
region as a result of an unjusti� able and needless war 
that has been instigated by external forces;

AND WHEREAS the faithful of this God-protected 
Archdiocese wish to convey to His Beatitude, Patriarch 
JOHN X, that we stand with you, we stand with our 
brothers and sisters in Christ, we stand with our Mother 
Church, and we stand with all of the Syrian people; that 
we share your pain and your sorrows; that we convey our 
unconditional love to you; that we stand ready and com-
mitted and pledge our support to our beloved Church of 
Antioch, and her faithful members; 

AND WHEREAS the faithful of this God-protected 
Archdiocese continue to pray that Almighty God will 
bring everlasting peace to Syria and its inhabitants and 
that He will continue to protect the Church of Antioch 
and her faithful; 

AND WHEREAS, the faithful of this God-protected 
Archdiocese, support all decisions made by our Father in 
Christ, Patriarch JOHN X, against the Patriarchate of 
Jerusalem, which are intended to protect the jurisdic-
tional prerogatives of the Church of Antioch;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Gen-
eral Assembly of this 52nd Archdiocesan Convention, 
held in Boston, Massachusetts, pledges its undivided 
support, respect, love, honor, loyalty and obedience 

RESOLUTION WELCOMING
METROPOLITAN DAMASKINOS, 

 METROPOLITAN SABA,
METROPOLITAN EPHREM,

BISHOP GREGORIOS AND BISHOP NICHOLAS

WHEREAS the hierarchs, clergy and faithful of 
this God-protected Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese 
of North America have met as the General Assembly 
at the 52nd Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdi-
ocesan Convention, in Boston, Massachusetts, and are 
honored to have with us His Eminence Metropolitan 
 DAMASKINOS (Mansour), Metropolitan of Sao Paulo 
and All Brazil; Metropolitan SABA (Isber), Metropoli-
tan of Bosra, Horan and Jabal al-Arab; His Eminence 
Metropolitan EPHREM (Kyriakos), Metropolitan of 
Tripoli, Al-Koura and Dependencies; His Grace Bishop 
GREGORIOS (Khoury Abdullah), Bishop of the Emir-
ates and Assistant Bishop to the Patriarch; and His Grace 
Bishop NICHOLAS (Baalbaki), Bishop of Bloudan, 
Syria and Assistant Bishop to the Patriarch;

AND WHEREAS, the General Assembly wishes to 
express its love and a� ection for our honored guests and 
our willingness to work together with them to the glory 
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Gen-
eral Assembly of this 52nd Archdiocesan Convention, 
held in Boston, Massachusetts, welcomes with warm 
Christian love our beloved Metropolitan DAMASKI-
NOS (Mansour), Metropolitan SABA (Isber), Metro-
politan EPHREM (Kyriakos), Bishop GREGORIOS 
(Khoury Abdullah) and Bishop NICHOLAS (Baalba-
ki). May God grant them many years!

RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION
OF THE HOST PARISH

WHEREAS St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church 
of Cambridge, Massachusetts, has graciously hosted the 
52nd Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocesan 
Convention;

AND WHEREAS the Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. Antony 
Hughes; the  Rev. Deacon Je� rey Smith; the Conven-
tion Chairpersons, Mary Winstanley O’Connor and 
Raymond Sayeg; the entire Convention Committee; the 

Parish Council; and all the faithful have not spared any 
e� ort to assure the success of this Convention and to 
provide for the utmost enjoyment and spiritual bene� t 
of the delegates and guests;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this 52nd 
Archdiocesan Convention, duly assembled at Boston, 
Massachusetts from July 20–26, 2015, extends to them 
by acclamation its heartfelt thanks and appreciation for 
an outstanding and extraordinary convention.

RESOLUTION TO OPPOSE THE RECENT 
UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT DECISION 
THAT LEGALLY RE-DEFINED MARRIAGE TO 
INCLUDE TWO PEOPLE OF THE SAME SEX

WHEREAS, on June 26, 2015, the United States 
Supreme Court, in the case entitled “Obergefell, et al. v. 
Hodges, Director, Ohio Department of Health, et al.,” 
by a marginal majority decision, held that no State may 
deny same-sex couples the right to marry; and that, in 
so doing, the Supreme Court has legally re-de� ned the 
sacred, long-held, and profound meaning of marriage;

AND WHEREAS the Antiochian Orthodox Chris-
tian Archdiocese of North America, under the direct 
leadership of his Eminence Metropolitan Archbishop 
JOSEPH (Al-Zehlaoui), and the hierarchy of the Arch-
diocese, continues to shepherd its faithful members 
throughout all of North America, and as such, is deeply 
concerned about the recent developments regarding 
“same-sex marriage”;

AND WHEREAS the Holy Orthodox Church, rec-
ognizing marriage to be a fundamental sacrament and 
institution, ordained only by God Himself, and teaching 
that marriage and sexuality, which are � rmly grounded 
in Holy Scripture, two thousand years of church tradi-
tion, and canon law, holds that marriage consists in the 
conjugal union of one man and one woman and that 
authentic marriage is blessed by Almighty God as a Holy 
Sacrament of the Church;

AND WHEREAS the Holy Scripture attests that 
God created man and woman in His own image and 
likeness (Genesis 1:27–31), that those called to do so 
might enjoy a conjugal union that ideally leads to pro-
creation; and that while not every marriage is blessed 

Resolutions
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to His Beatitude, Patriarch JOHN X, our Chief Shep-
herd in Christ; that we pledge our love and support to 
our brothers and sisters in Christ; and to our Mother 
Church; this General Assembly also submits to our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ, our petition, that He grant to 
His Beatitude, Patriarch JOHN X, many more healthy 
and productive years to come as he leads the Church of 
Antioch. May Almighty God grant him many years. Eis 
pola eti, dhespota!

RESOLUTION HONORING
METROPOLITAN JOSEPH (AL-ZEHLAOUI)

AS HE PRESIDES AT HIS FIRST ARCHDIOCESE 
CONVENTION

WHEREAS the hierarchs, clergy and faithful of 
this God-protected Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese 
of North America have met as the General Assembly at 
the 52nd Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocesan 
Convention here in Boston Massachusetts;

AND WHEREAS, during the past week, we have all 
joined together in true Christian fellowship with love, 
respect and unity;

AND WHEREAS, in July, 2014, the Holy Synod 
of Antioch elected Archbishop JOSEPH (Al-Zahlaoui) 
as Metropolitan of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocese of North America, evidencing their utmost 
trust in the leadership qualities and deep spiritual char-
acter of His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH;

AND WHEREAS, since assuming the o�  ce of Met-
ropolitan of North America, Metropolitan JOSEPH, 
has exhibited, and continues to exhibit, his deep love 
and commitment to this Archdiocese, which is a re� ec-
tion of his dedicated ministry to Almighty God;

AND WHEREAS we continue to pray to the Al-
mighty God that he grant His Eminence Metropolitan 
JOSEPH many more healthy, productive and joyful 
years, as he continues to lead this God-protected Arch-
diocese as its Metropolitan Archbishop and as the Chief 
Shepherd of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Arch-
diocese of North America;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the General 
Assembly of this 52nd Archdiocesan Convention, the � rst 
over which His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH (Al-
Zehlaoui) presides, bestows upon him its undivided re-
spect, love, honor, loyalty and obedience; this General As-
sembly also submits to our Lord and Savior  Jesus Christ 
our petition that He grant to His Eminence many more 
healthy and productive years to come as he leads this 
Archdiocese.  May God grant you many years, Master!

RESOLUTION
APPEALING TO THE UNITED STATES 

 GOVERNMENT
TO BROKER LASTING PEACE IN SYRIA

BASED UPON FAIRNESS

WHEREAS the Country of Syria has been victim-
ized by a ravaging War for almost the past � ve years;

AND WHEREAS on April 22, 2013, now over two 
years ago, two Orthodox Archbishops were abducted in 
the suburbs of Aleppo and their whereabouts continues 
to remain a mystery, with no information from their 
 abductors;

AND WHEREAS, in the recent past, members of 
the clergy have been murdered and houses of worship 
decimated and destroyed by armed militants opposing 
the government of Syria;

AND WHEREAS many citizens of Syria have de-
manded civil liberties, democratic values and economic 
stability;

AND WHEREAS, as a result of this illegitimate 
 war, countless lives have been lost and millions of Syrian 
citizens have been forced to � ee their homes, have been 
reduced to the status of refugees, and are now seeking 
refuge in Lebanon, Jordan, and other parts of the world; 
there have been tens of billions of dollars in property 
damage; and the country of Syria, a cradle of the begin-
ning of civilization, now lies in ruins;

AND WHEREAS foreign countries have been med-
dling in the a� airs of Syria and thousands of foreign 
militants have come to Syria bringing pillage, death and 
destruction;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the General 
Assembly of this 52nd Archdiocesan Convention, duly 
assembled at Boston, Massachusetts from July 20-26, 
2015, hereby calls upon the governments of the United 
States, England, France, Germany, Turkey, Saudi Arabia 
and Qatar, to cease supplying the militants who oppose 
the government of Syria, with the means of destruction.  
We call upon the Syrian government and all militant op-
position forces to cease any further con� ict and bring an 
immediate end to this bloodshed and engage in peaceful 
dialogue, in order to spare the innocent lives of citizens 
of Syria.  We call upon our United States Government 
to cease supplying additional weapons and arms to the 
militant opposition forces, and to be the catalyst of a 
lasting peace for the sake of  the citizens of Syria, for 
stability in the region, and for international peace.

Appointed

ABOUD, Salim, as Chief Financial Offi cer

TASSOS, Archpriest Michael, as Assistant Treasurer

Ordinations

KAVANAUGH, Peter, to the diaconate by Bishop 
JOHN on June 29, 2015, at St. Patrick Orthodox Mis-
sion, Bealeton, Virginia. He is attached to that church.

HAZAR, Joseph, to the diaconate by Bishop ANTHO-
NY on June 28, 2015, at St. Nicholas, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. He is assigned to St. George, Indianapolis, 
Indiana.

HERNANDEZ, Thomas, to the diaconate by Metro-
politan JOSEPH on July 5, 2015, at the Diocese of Los 
Angeles and the West Parish Life Conference. He is 
assigned to St. Andrew Church in Riverside, California.

Retirements

DALY, Archpriest Daniel, effective August 1, 2015

GABRIEL, Economos Antony Gabriel

Assigned

HOURANI, Priest Nazmi, to St. Peter Church, Pomo-
na, California, as an attached priest, effective April 7, 
2015.

SARCHIZIAN, Priest Minas, as Interim Pastor of Holy 
Cross Church, Palmdale, California.

PHELPS, Deacon John, to Prophet Elijah Mission, 
 Ellensburg, Washington, effective June 1, 2015.

THOMPSON, Priest Nathan, to the pastorate of Holy 
Cross Church in Palmdale, California.

TANNOUS, Priest Gabriel, to the pastorate of St. 
 Philip Church, effective July 1, 2015.

BLAIS, Priest Jason, to Holy Apostles Mission, Bowling 
Green, Kentucky, effective  August 1, 2015.

MEFRIGE, Priest John, to the pastorate of St. George 
Church, Montreal, Quebec, effective August 1, 2015.

BURNETT, Priest Joshua, as assistant pastor of St. 
George Cathedral in Wichita, Kansas, effective July 1, 
2015.

VAIR, Priest Mark, to the pastorate of St. Ephraim the 
Syrian Church, San Antonio, Texas effective July 1, 
2015.

NASSER, Archpriest Michael, to the Pastorate of St. 
Nicholas Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan, effective 
August 1, 2015.

SAKRAN, Priest Michael, to the Pastorate of St. John 
Chrysostom Church, Fort Wayne, Indiana, effective 
 August 1, 2015.

KOORY, Priest Basil, to the Pastorate of St. Ignatius 
Church, Madison, Wisconsin effective August 1, 2015.

SHAHEEN, Priest Michael, as Dean of St. George 
 Cathedral, Toledo, Ohio, effective August 1, 2015.

Reposed

WALKER, Archpriest Gordon Thomas, pastor emeri-
tus of Saint Ignatius Antiochian Orthodox Church on 
July 23, 2015. Father Gordon was instrumental in 
the movement toward, and the reception of, the for-
mer Evangelical Orthodox Church into the Orthodox 
Church. He was ordained into the priesthood by His 
Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP of blessed memory in 
1987. Father Gordon served as the senior priest at St. 
Ignatius Orthodox Church in Franklin, Tennessee, from 
1987-1996, after which he served in the archdiocesan 
Department of Missions and Evangelism for a number 
of years, before fully retiring. Father Gordon is sur-
vived by his wife, Kh. Mary Sue Walker, and fi ve chil-
dren: Tom, Deborah, Melissa, Grace and Jaqueline.

JACOBSEN, Archpriest Peter A., died on May 27, 
2015, in Orlando, Florida, with family members at his 
side. Father Peter was 84 years of age and had re-
cently moved to Orlando, after having served as rec-
tor of St. Basil the Great Orthodox Church of Silver 
Springs, Florida, prior to joining the Orthodox Church 
seventeen years ago.

Archdiocesan Offi ce
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