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Those are the words of St. Paul speaking to the Ephesians. Today you heard them in a 
different context.

We thank our Creator for gathering us in these beautiful surroundings, basking in the 
glory of His creation and recalling the words from Psalm 103: “O Lord, how manifold are 
Thy works, in wisdom has Thou made them all!”

The theme for the convention this year is a poignant reminder of the reason for our 
gathering:  

“My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations.” 

We have gathered to serve; to serve our God and Savior Jesus Christ, to serve one an-
other, and to serve and minister to those who have yet to hear the word of God. We gather 
to strengthen ourselves through worship, learning and community. These days are being 
spent preparing, assessing and improving our house, the Lord’s house.

It has been three years since my election by you and the Holy Synod to the office of 
Metropolitan at the Monastery of Our Lady of Balamand in Lebanon, on July 3, 2014. 
In the days following that election, overlooking the Mediterranean Sea from the Monas-
tery, I reflected on the magnitude of the task with which God has entrusted me. By His 
hand, overnight, I was now to follow St. RAPHAEL of Brooklyn, Metropolitan ANTONY 
(Bashir) and Metropolitan PHILIP (Saliba) – a combination of leaders whose presence 
has been felt on the soil of North America for over a hundred years. I was awakened and 
moved by the awesome responsibility ahead: of the forming of souls assigned to my care, 
the longevity, vision and leadership of my predecessors being the foundation. That reality, 
combined with experience from my previous varied ministries and the formation, teaching 
and grooming by my Father-in-Christ, Patriarch IGNATIUS, would now come together 
as a powerful force of love and dedication in order to write the next chapter in the history 
of the Antiochian Orthodox Church outside of Damascus.

A new opportunity arose for me to submit myself to God’s will and mercy and to be-
come the vessel through whom He would now fashion the faithful of North America. 
Armed with the cross and anointed to serve, I knew I was ready.

In the beginning days of my ministry, I reflected on how St. Raphael and the early bish-
ops used to gather the people in order to serve them. Metropolitan ANTONY began the 
era of building churches and laying foundations for the structure of the Archdiocese. Met-
ropolitan PHILIP built on that foundation and organized the Archdiocese by expanding 
departments, building internal organizations and institutions, and by living out the evan-
gelistic mission of the Gospel, opening the doors of Orthodoxy to American-born souls 
seeking the truth and the discipline.

Transitions can be challenging and difficult, but for me these three years have been 
stimulating and exciting. By honoring and recognizing the firm foundation received from 
previous generations, we are writing the next chapter together. Having inherited this “pearl 
of great price” from our predecessors, we acknowledge that they have left us a firm founda-
tion – cathedrals, parishes, institutions, organizations, financial means, stability, beautiful 
camps – but, most importantly, dedicated clergy and godly people.

As I shared with you in my Enthronement Address, it quickly became very clear to me, 
that for as long as the Lord gives me strength, my mission, my charge, my assignment and 
my purpose will be the forming and saving of souls. This will never change.

Now, my beloved in Christ, the time has come to reflect on growing and building our 
individual relationships with God and then with each other. The time to grow is now … 
to grow spiritually … today!

In order to maintain and build the living Church 
which is under daily assault from many illnesses, we 
need to be deliberate in our personal growth and spiri-
tual integrity. In order to defuse daily challenges, and for 
the Church to grow with cognizance and greater care of 
our local parish communities, we will strengthen organi-
zations and departments and advance spiritually so com-
munities will progress, vocations will be fostered, and 
new ministries initiated.

The bishops, priests, deacons, monastics, and organ-
izations are able to lead through their ministries and are 
capable of inspiring others to lead. We are obliged to 
lead the Archdiocese by example, guiding our parishes 
and witnessing to the Truth through our good works. 
We pray for direction by the Holy Spirit, that together 
we may be the body of Christ and reveal His presence 
and His desire for us. Authentic Christians are asked to 
repent of their sins, fears, and distractions, and to main-
tain the truth that was delivered by the saints – the truth 
which does not change. That truth is Christ, who brings 
us to God, and reveals God to mankind.

Together, let us review and examine our accom-
plishments, be constructively and lovingly critical of 
our shortcomings, and continue planning in order to 
achieve our common goal of building the body of Christ 
and of saving our souls.

I am keenly aware that the calling of this office is 
permeated with temptation. Benevolent leadership re-
quires patience, honesty and love. I encourage an open-
door policy and open dialogue, welcoming all input and 
feedback offered in this spirit for the betterment of our 
collective goals. This applies to every single soul in this 
Archdiocese. The gift of this magnificent responsibility 
was given to me for my salvation and ultimately, this is 
what I desire for myself and for you.

Now let us recap and update you on a few highlights 
from work over the past three years.

THE PATRIARCHATE
Our tie with the Mother Church in Damascus 

is healthy, reflecting mutual love and respect. Just last 
month, I attended the well-organized meetings of the 
Holy Synod that were chaired by our father in Christ, 
Patriarch JOHN X. I can assure you that our Patriarch-
ate, as well as the archdioceses throughout the world, are 
spreading the Word of God, strengthening the faith of 
the people, and bringing hope and comfort during this 
time of uncertainty and war. In recent weeks, the Church 
suffered the loss of three Metropolitans; those of Hama 
in Syria, of Mexico, and of Australia. We’re working dili-

gently to provide the faithful with godly shepherds, and 
in October the Holy Synod will reconvene to elect and 
fill the vacant archdioceses of Mexico and Australia.

Our relationships with other sister Orthodox 
Churches are solid. We continue to collaborate and co-
operate wherever and whenever we can, with all Ortho-
dox as well as other Christians in our nation.

The issue of the meetings in Crete which took place 
in June of 2016 has been prominent in Orthodox news. 
It is important, as Antiochian Orthodox Christians, 
for you to understand the history and position of the 
Church. While some choose to rush such important 
meetings in order to gain quick and temporary results, 
the Antiochian Orthodox Church throughout the world 
understands the sensitivity of the matters in question 
and has collectively opted to follow the historic path 
laid out for centuries before us. There is no absence of 
awareness regarding social or political tides. It is, in fact, 
because of the future that the Church navigates slow-
ly, cautiously, prayerfully and collectively. We are aware 
that the Orthodox world is watching. The Antiochian 
position is either a comfort to those who seek leadership 
or a thorn in the side of those who wish immediate and 
selfish results. We have competent teams of ordained 
clergy and scholars who are working day and night, both 
here and abroad, to ensure that each and every issued 
position and statement is correct, substantiated, careful-
ly considered and accurate.

Of significant importance is the successful establish-
ment of the collaborative work between the Archdiocese 
and the charitable arm of the Patriarchate called DERD 
– The Department of Ecumenical Relations & Devel-
opment. In addition to already established relation-
ships and work with international organizations such as 
IOCC, progress is being made on viable solutions to as-
sist our brothers in war-torn areas difficult to reach by 
traditional means. A viable and secure channel by which 
you can help is now available via the website and signifi-
cant donations are being immediately and directly chan-
neled to those suffering, who lack basic human means. 
Our answer to the enemy, once again, is prayer, fasting 
and almsgiving; this is the command of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, given out of love for our own salva-
tion. To quote the wisdom of Patriarch IGNATIUS, “If 
the destiny of others is to destroy and kill, our destiny is 
to forgive and rebuild.”

HEIRARCHS AND MONASTIC LIFE
At this time, allow me to recognize and thank my 

brother bishops who enable me to function in a  common 
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While we’re focused on answering the need for ad-
ditional hierarchs, the spring of monastic life is also a 
priority for the Archdiocese. Monasteries are a well-
spring and a necessity for the formation of future hier-
archs from within. Monasteries are the source of prayers, 
example, and comfort. Ultimately, they keep everyone 
on a spiritual track by their presence, reminding us that 
our first and foremost priority is God alone. Monastics, 
monks and nuns, live simply and work hard. They are 
not in the world or of the world, but nonetheless are in 
constant prayer for all humanity. Thus they witness to 
the truth. Our confused souls thirst for a safe haven – a 
place to rest and heal, from time to time. Thus far, we’ve 
had mixed results in establishing a true monastic order, 

which has yielded some confusion, but we will not be 
deterred by our failures. Instead, we’ll be led by an un-
derstanding that a fruitful monastic life is vital to the life 
of any mature archdiocese.

We maintain healthy relationships with many non-
Antiochian monasteries in the United States and Cana-
da, supporting them in their work while they pray for all 
of us. I encourage you to visit these holy places as often 
as you can, spending quiet time focusing on God and 
your spiritual life. This is such a priority that we now re-
quire our seminarians to make a pilgrimage to Mt. Athos 
during Advent, at least once during their three years at 
the seminary. This has been done twice already, and will 
continue as a mandatory part of their priestly formation.

THE ANTIOCHIAN VILLAGE
I promised that I would make the Antiochian Village 

my third home after the Headquarters in Englewood and 

the Chancery in Los Angeles, and I have spent consider-
able time there. New leadership has been established in 
the Heritage and Learning Center. The Camp continues 
to be our crown jewel, as this haven of untapped poten-
tial evolves. I am very pleased with the continued work 
of the staff in developing the programs for the forma-
tion of our youth. An integral part of these programs 
evolved successfully thanks to the efforts of the newly 
reposed Khouria Stephanie Yazge. May her memory be 
eternal. You are always welcome and I encourage you to 
incorporate a visit to the village as a family. In doing so, 
the young ones will learn that they have a “home away 
from home.” As the Village develops, the entire family 
will benefit.

Brothers and sisters, please let us remember that 
 “every good and perfect thing is from above” that  every 
blessing, talent, gift, resource ... everything is given to us 
by God. We are only stewards, and there is only one 
provider or giver. If we think that somehow material 
 resources are for our enjoyment and pleasure in this tem-
porary life, we are mistaken. If we think that we have 
somehow earned these gifts on our own, we are mistak-
en. If we think that we will only take care of our imme-
diate families and loved ones, and somehow earn a right-
ful place before the Lord, we are mistaken. All of our 
gifts are given through God’s great mercy! As stewards, 
we are obligated and responsible to grow these gifts in 
joy and humility, and then, to present those results and 
return these gifts to the Lord for His praise.  Anything 
short of this way of thinking is false and deceptive.

ministry – His Grace Bishop BASIL, His Grace  Bishop 
THOMAS, His Grace Bishop ALEXANDER, His 
Grace Bishop JOHN, His Grace Bishop ANTHONY 
and His Grace Bishop NICHOLAS. My gratitude goes 
to Bishop ANTOUN, who will retire this week after 65 
years of service as a deacon, priest and bishop in this 
Archdiocese, since his arrival in 1959. He is the longest-
serving bishop of this Archdiocese, and his entire life can 
be summed up in the reflection from Psalm 50, in which 
it says, “Create in me a clean heart O God, and renew a 
right spirit within me.”

My brother hierarchs and I are in touch regularly via 
meetings, conventions, conferences, symposia, and con-
ference calls, and we speak frankly in an effort to im-
prove the work of our ministries. We seek to make them 
vital, dynamic and productive, covering numerous ar-
eas of need and relaying our loving leadership to all the 
faithful. We are here today, having completed the Parish 
Life Conferences in our respective dioceses. Establishing 
a spirit of great love and respect, our ability to commu-
nicate regularly has enabled us to lead you collectively 
“with one mind and one heart.” No human being has all 
the answers, and I believe that engaging others ultimate-
ly benefits all concerned. I believe in teamwork, using 
all the talents God has given us, contemplating carefully 
and then ultimately, guided by the cross, making the best 
decisions possible on behalf of everyone. That’s what a 
father does: he leads. With the utmost respect for all of 
our bishops, I thank God for the unity we share, keenly 
aware that when my time comes and I am called to meet 
my Maker, I will ultimately answer for this Archdiocese.

The same can be said of our clergy. They are our rep-
resentatives in the parishes and ensure that the faith is 
being properly introduced and taught to the people. I 

love them, respect them, and will protect them with my 
life, praying constantly that God safeguards and protects 
them and their families against a multitude of trials. It 
breaks my heart when any of my children go astray and 
cannot be corrected. As hierarchs, we endeavor to en-
courage godly living by example.

With this in mind, you should be aware that my 
priority is to encourage the priestly vocation. Let us re-
member that, in answering God’s call to serve, priests 
and their families carry a heavy cross. Through God’s 
guidance and our support, they can continue to prosper 
and keep the Church pure and without blemish.

We can see an example of the collaborative spirit 
in identifying the many challenges present within our 
parishes. Pastoral, financial, cultural and administrative 
challenges are a reality, as material life and secular pre-
occupations pervade our thinking. The Church battle is 
not that of each against the other, but against the evil 
and incorrect practices which have slowly, over time, fil-
tered into our communities. These battles can be over-
come by implementing the time-tested tools offered for 
centuries: prayer, fasting and almsgiving. These are not 
just words: this is a way of life! This is the prescription, 
remedy and cure for us Orthodox Christians. We can 
fight this war by educating ourselves in the Holy Scrip-
tures and the writings of the Holy Fathers, and by read-
ing the lives of the saints.

How can we expect to lead and hold offices with-
out knowing or embracing the teachings of the Church? 
St. John Chrysostom reminds us, “The Holy Scriptures 
were not given to us to enclose them in books, but in or-
der to engrave to them upon our hearts.” The first goal 
of every parish, every diocese, every organization, and 
every department should be our knowledge of the faith!
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THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE 
ARCHDIOCESE

How do we operate? The administrative offices of 
the Archdiocese are open for everyone to visit. The past 
three years have been filled with visits from many digni-
taries, hierarchs, clergy and their families, and groups of 
teens and laity. I invite all of you to do the same if you 
are ever in the New York area. Administratively, several 
needed staff changes have already taken place in order 
for us to grow and evolve, and because of my commit-
ment to create and assemble the best team possible. In-
corporating creative solutions daily, we are striving to-
wards professionalism and efficiency.

As the Archdiocese has grown, so has the need for im-
proved office workspace and storage. The lack of proper 
office space has become an obstacle in completing daily 
tasks efficiently. Moving into the 21st Century is a prior-
ity. The offices are the hub of activity, the administrative 
heart of a nationwide ministry, and it would be irrespon-

sible not to provide an adequate environment for daily 
work to be accomplished. A variety of space planning 
and alternative solutions is being considered for expan-
sion of the physical space. As soon as we settle on the 
right solution, I’ll be delighted to share it with you.

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
AND THE ADVISORY COUNCIL

The Board of Trustees, established in 1946, is a body 
combined of clergy and laity, who collectively, advise the 
Metropolitan, and along with him contemplate the vi-
sionary direction of the Church in North America. It is 
composed of a wide variety of people of all ages and pro-
fessional backgrounds. As the Archdiocese evolves, so, 
too, will the role of the Board of Trustees. In addition to 
the Board of Trustees, we have successfully established 

an Advisory Council, which collaborates with me and 
the Board of Trustees, working diligently in all areas re-
quired for our stable and steady growth. I meet regularly 
with these bodies and am grateful for their contributions 
and commitment to serve.

The financial picture of the Archdiocese is complex 
and consumes a tremendous amount of time and effort 
on the part of many people. I myself am not an expert 
in money by any means, but thank God, we have pro-
fessionals on the Archdiocese boards, as well as those 
working in the finance office daily, who advise me and 
who have spent countless hours working on updating 
the financial system, reports, overviews, planning, bud-
geting, and so forth. Although three years have already 
passed, we have still not completed the monumental 
task of completely organizing the finances, discovering 
new things regularly. This convention week, some of the 
professionals who are engaged in the daily work are here 
to answer any questions you may have, so please feel free 

to call on them. Included with the annual financial re-
port are a number of related reports, provided in order 
to receive feedback and creative solutions for stability 
and success. Three years ago, I promised you that, where 
the finances were concerned, I would follow a protocol 
of honesty and transparency. The first example of this 
was when I immediately revealed to the members of the 
Board of Trustees all numbers pertaining to the Archdio-
cese in our very first meeting after my election. Full dis-
closure proved to be a positive approach and one which 
I plan to continue.

THE DEPARTMENTS OF  
THE ARCHDIOCESE

We currently have 37 departments within the Arch-
diocese. Since 2014 I have made it a priority to meet and 53
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“Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth,
feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all,
the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the helmet
praying always with all prayer and supplication in the
tion for all the saints and for me, that utterance may be
mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in

having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your
taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all
of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;
Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplica-
given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the
chains; that in it, I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.”



mation of the Office of Strategic Planning, Policy and 
Public Affairs. The formation of this office has been in 
the works for the past 18 months. Its sole purpose is to 
act as the first and foremost information resource for all 
agencies, from Washington, D.C., on down. This entity 
has worked diligently and in an organized fashion to po-
sition us as the primary authority and information re-
source regarding ongoing issues in Syria and the Middle 
East as a whole. For those who are concerned that not 
enough is being done for our people abroad, rest assured 
that serious meetings have already taken place in our na-
tion’s capital. We have placed ourselves in a strategic po-
sition to help form foreign policy positions, from the 
White House down to various governmental entities.

Several successful meetings have already taken place. 
Those in powerful decision-making positions are now 
aware that we are a legitimate voice that needs to be 
heard. I have met and have been working with govern-
ment officials in strategic positions who are listening. We 

are using our privileges as American citizens to encourage 
the US government to work on behalf of suffering Chris-
tians everywhere. We have been invited to speak and 
be heard by important agencies and organizations. We 
are committed to protecting Christians throughout the 
world and to keep alive the flame of injustice regarding 
the still-missing Metropolitan PAUL and Archbishop 
JOHN. Initiatives are in the works to support our work. 
Assistance is needed from anyone and everyone who sin-
cerely wants to help. The establishment of this office is 
long overdue, but now the time is right, and the suc-
cessful results are already indisputable. This is one of the 
many ways in which your resources are being invested.

Mobilizing and joining efforts with others who are 
being persecuted, being proactive, these things are our 
obligation and responsibility. It’s part of our ministry to 
witness to the truth, suffering and justice. As we are re-
sponsible for dialogue and information-sharing with the 
decision-makers in government, we now have the op-

portunity and vehicle by which to do so. We will knock 
on every door.

WEBSITE
Another great joy and accomplishment is the rede-

sign and rework of the website. Today, it is no longer an 
option, but a vital and necessary tool for communicating 
with the faithful; the difference and challenge, however, 
is in “Christianizing” our social media practices.

The website serves as the primary communication 
center for the faithful, as well as for outsiders who are 
interested in everything from learning about the faith 
to our activities, positions and data. The revamping of 
the website is a huge effort that has been undertaken by 

examine every single one of them! In Boston, as well as 
here in Miami, it was decided in the interest of time and 
efficiency, not to distribute the departmental reports in 
the usual manner. Instead, you now have them on your 
tables, and they were sent to all the parishes in advance 
of the convention to review. So if you have a particular 
question about a department, you are free to ask, and I 
encourage those questions.

For the first time ever in the history of the Archdio-
cese, last year and again earlier this year, all of the de-
partment heads met at the Antiochian Village for a com-
prehensive, two-day workshop, reporting on their work, 
answering questions, presenting newly prepared manu-
als, and discussing budgets. This time spent together is 
leading us to practical solutions that will in time benefit 
the entire Archdiocese. A complete analysis is  currently 

underway in order to streamline and restructure the de-
partments, combining , eliminating and adding depart-
ments and leaders, and adjusting budgets in light of 
common work and to achieve goals more effectively. The 
feeling of progress and the enthusiasm is encouraging.

ORGANIZATIONS
The fruit of the work of all organizations and the way 

in which they function, bringing new and creative ideas 
and answers to the status quo, is something both realistic 
and oriented to the future: realistic, because we see and 
are benefitting from the results before us, and oriented 
to the future, because we have yet to see what their work 
will produce for future generations.

The Order of St. Ignatius is the charitable arm and 
the Antiochian Women are the strong, yet nurturing, 
part of our body. SOYO is the heart reminding us of our 
youth and offering hope for the future, while the Young 
Adult Ministry confirms that the way in which we are 

forming Christian souls is becoming a reality. The Insti-
tute of St. Maximos the Confessor (the Antiochian Or-
thodox Institute) edifies us and feeds our intellect. You 
can see by this example how the five major components 
of the Archdiocese are intertwined – depending on each 
other, strengthening each other, and growing together 
through their various ministries.

For up to date information and details of their work, 
review the financial reports before you and follow their 
activities through the website and the various social me-
dia options.

OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING, 
POLICY AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS

I am delighted to share with you news about the for-
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thousands of miles throughout this great nation all year 
long in order to pray with you, hear your thoughts, re-
joice with you and comfort you.

We have work to do, but I am certain that everything 
will be accomplished by understanding that our work is 
blessed and sanctified by quiet, individual and collective 
prayer. Unified good deeds bring satisfaction and joy, 
which ultimately pleases God. Anything else will lead us 
into spiritual destruction and anxiety, and away from the 
One we love and who loves us.

I believe in you, I feel your support and love, am 
confident in God’s blessings, and know that through 
you, this Archdiocese will become a true revelation of 
His will. May all that we do together bring us comfort, 
joy and peace. May all that we set out to accomplish in 
His name be blessed, and may each and every accom-
plishment glorify Him. 

Let me leave you with the encouraging words of St. 
Paul when he spoke to the Ephesians about spiritual 
readiness in Chapter 6, Verses 14–20 and 23–24:

“Stand therefore, having girded your waist with 
truth, having put on the breastplate of righteous-
ness, and having shod your feet with the prepa-
ration of the gospel of peace; above all, taking 
the shield of faith with which you will be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And 
take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God; praying always 
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being 
watchful to this end with all perseverance and sup-
plication for all the saints and for me, that utterance 
may be given to me, that I may open my mouth 
boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, 
for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it, 
I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.”

Finally, I would like to thank my staff at headquar-
ters for their tireless work, commitment and loyalty. I do 
appreciate all of them. In addition, I would like to thank 
the hard-working staff who labor at the Antiochian Vil-
lage and in our eight camps. Last, but not least, I would 
like to thank all those who are working diligently in our 
departments and organizations. I owe you all great grati-
tude, and I thank God for all of you. “Peace to the breth-
ren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Grace be with all those who love our 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen.”

a team of clergy and young people, combining profes-
sional technical services with knowledge, both religious 
and secular. This is another perfect example of how we 
are involving our young people, of progress, and of how 
change is having a positive effect on our work and faith. 
We welcome suggestions and constructive ideas to help 
further the important function of this resource.

PUBLICATIONS
A number of useful publications have been issued 

from the publications department. These publications 
are tools by which our growth and understanding are 
measured, whether they be resources for laity enriching 
their spiritual life, or handbooks by which the services 
of the sacraments can be unified. All are necessary and 
welcome. Writers, translators, researchers and a multi-
tude of gifted people are collaborating to bring you more 
accurate and better tools for use in daily Orthodox life. 
The first fruit of this program is the publication of the 
book on baptism, titled, “The Book of Initiation.”

LITURGICS AND SACRED MUSIC
When visiting the website, search for service texts. In 

one of the most immediate and practical offerings, the 
collaboration of the Liturgics and Sacred Music Depart-
ments has now created a “super link” option which will 
immediately take you to the appropriate music source, 
in notation, as it is used in that moment of the service. 
It’s instantaneous. Those interested in learning proper re-
sponses to the services can now access the correct music 
in the moment without the disruption of books, papers, 
and so on. In this way, we have unified practices and 
are enabling a liturgical experience without distraction. 
It’s different for me, I must admit, but we cannot argue 
with its practicality and ease of use. I’m always in favor 
of using those tools which will enable us to pray correct-
ly, learn, and then maintain a fervent disposition before 
the Lord.

As you can see, my dear brothers and sisters, we have 
been busy. We are active, deciphering the complexities of 
the past, respecting the tradition handed down to us and 
forging forward, all at the same time.

This year marks 30 years since the joyous welcoming 
of Christians into the Antiochian Archdiocese. Celebrat-
ing the welcome of these souls during the various servic-
es and tributes, and hearing again from many who were 
a part of the initial group, I remembered a number of 
those who are no longer with us but who made the ini-
tial, crucial steps towards freedom in Orthodoxy. I must 
admit, I wonder how we can help make this transition 

for the hundreds of thousands of souls in this vast coun-
try who have yet to learn about Orthodoxy and drink 
from the cup of salvation.

Our work will never be done. I will continue until 
my last breath and ask you to join me, never being sat-
isfied, thirsting for ways to serve God together, being 
creative, and behaving lovingly towards one another, in 
order to draw others to the Church by our example.

In conclusion, allow me to reiterate my commitment 
to you. I am a father to everyone. I carry the staff of a 
shepherd for a reason, the crown of martyrdom for a 
reason and the omophorion of responsibility for which I 
will answer. A father who loves his children doesn’t need 
to be diplomatic; but rather, caring, loving and forgiv-
ing. Therefore, I will continue to serve you in humility 
and with a fatherly attitude, and I will try my best to in-
struct you lovingly. Do everything you can to maintain 
a positive disposition. We are all obliged and expected to 
be positive. There is no room for rumors or false allega-
tions, and, if you are at odds with someone, discuss it 
with them directly in love. Strive for peace and reconcili-
ation; open doors for all to enter; open arms to embrace 
one another; and open minds to hear each other. Let us 
behave like a family – a Christian family – so that “our 
light may shine.” We are more than an office or a build-
ing, more than a committee or a department. We are one 
body, united by one chalice, by one God. 

God has instructed us in this life, and we are all 
called to be the true icons of the living God, to become 
more and more like Him. It applies to each of us equally 
– no one is exempt – and in the end, we will all go before 
the same God. Let us be there together – united here in 
our ministries and faith, and united there in His glory.

If my first three years as your Metropolitan were 
about saving souls, then the next three and the next thir-
ty will also be about saving souls. How? By continuing 
to build the spiritual life of this holy Archdiocese. The 
Archdiocese means all of us together; God’s people. The 
Antiochian Orthodox legacy and heritage is in recog-
nizing how God, in becoming man, shared His life and 
ministry with us, and through us, to the entire world.

As your Metropolitan and father, I call upon you to 
pray regularly; pray not only by mouth and with words, 
but also by quiet and by listening. Listen for God’s voice 
once you have quieted yourself. Listen when you read 
the Scriptures. Participate in confession and share in ev-
erything your parish has to offer. Prayer is a dialogue and 
not a monologue.

I look forward to connecting with each and every 
one of you this week, and have done my best to travel 53
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As we graduate the 75th class at Saint Tikhon’s semi-
nary, we are profoundly grateful for the “cloud of wit-
nesses” that has marked the life of the seminary here. We 
stand on their shoulders, ask for their holy prayers, and 
strive to emulate their lives in service to God’s people and 
His Church. These are broad shoulders upon which we 
stand: Saint Tikhon of Zadonsk, Saint Raphael of Brook-
lyn, Saint Nikolai Velimorovich, Saint Alexis Toth, and 
Saint Alexander Hotiwisky.

I am humbled by the privilege of addressing you on 
this most auspicious occasion at Saint Tikhon’s Seminary. 
As I reflected on this moment in the life of the Church, 
I thought about the hopes and dreams of your predeces-
sors, as they prepared for priestly ordination and service in 
the Lord’s vineyard. I am sure that they were concerned, 
as you are today, with their ordination, their first assign-
ments, and how they would manage their new lives in ser-
vice to the Lord and His Church. I would kindly ask you 
to put those cares aside for a moment and reflect with me 
on the one thing necessary – the words of our Lord Jesus 

Christ on the night 
before He suffered. 
He told His disciples, 
“You are my friends, 
if you do whatsoev-
er I command you. 
Henceforth I call you 
not servants; for the 
servant knows not 
what his lord does: 
but I have called you 
friends” (John 15:15).

This is the one 
thing necessary, and 
the only thing with 
which you should 
concern yourself. You 
have spent the last 
four years studying 

and praying, soaking in the words and teachings of the 
Master, just as the apostles did during their three-year so-
journ with the Lord Jesus during His public ministry. He 
has called you friend inasmuch as you do what He has 
commanded you – bear fruit that ripens and grows in re-
lation to your friendship with Christ. 

During your time at the seminary, you have ac-
quired a great deal of knowledge. Saint Paul warns us that 
“knowledge puffs up while love edifies” (1 Corinthians 
1:1). In a few moments, you will receive degrees acknowl-
edging your academic accomplishments, but that will 
not serve you well if you have not borne fruit: the fruit 
of the Spirit that testifies to your friendship with Christ. 
Your true concern, your true vocation lies in this. We do 
not confer degrees upon you to be academics, but spiri-
tual physicians in the spiritual hospitals of our parishes 
and churches. In that sense, your formation and train-
ing has just begun, and will be ongoing throughout your 
life and your ministry. We do not need academicians and 
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BISHOP THOMAS ADDRESSES
SAINT TIKHON’S SEMINARY

(Sayidna THOMAS’s Commencement Address, delivered May 27, 2017)

August 3, 2017

The Reverend Clergy of the Diocese of Miami and the South East:

Blessings and greetings to you and your families, in the name of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ, as we 
embark on the blessed Dormition Fast. 

I would like to start this letter by thanking my dear brother, His Grace Bishop ANTOUN, for all his years of hard 
work in the Diocese of Miami and the South East. He touched all of our hearts with his dedication and support, as 
he earned his gray hair: “Gray hair is a crown of glory; it is gained in a righteous life” (Proverbs 16:31).

As you all know, His Grace has decided to retire this year. I have spent months thinking about the right person 
to guide the clergy and laity of the Diocese of Miami and the South East. After much contemplation and prayer, I 
have decided that His Grace Bishop NICHOLAS will be your Bishop. 

You all know His Grace and his dedication to spreading the word of God. His Grace, as Bishop of the Diocese 
of New York and Washington, D.C., for the past six years has proven to be an effective shepherd and father to 
all clergy and laity, especially to the teens and young adults.  Furthermore, His Grace has been a successful and 
trustworthy administrator, especially in the past six years as the Assistant to Metropolitan PHILIP of thrice-
blessed memory, and since to me.  I am confident that he will do the same in the Diocese of Miami and the South 
East. 

I see him on the one hand as a shepherd of souls, who will listen to people at a deep, contemplative level, and 
help them mature spiritually, and on the other hand as an effective administrator to manage the Diocese of the 
South East.  I have known Bishop NICHOLAS for decades, and have recognized the priority he places on serving 
the faithful of this Archdiocese, which makes him the right person for the Diocese of Miami and the South East. 
I pray that the Holy Spirit, through your prayers, will guide him all of the years to come.

As such, His Grace Bishop NICHOLAS has full authority over the Diocese of Miami and the South East. Therefore, 
during every service and every set of petitions that call for the commemoration of the Metropolitan, Bishop 
NICHOLAS is to be commemorated, whether he is present or not. These commemorations, which are as follows, 
are effective immediately:

“For our Father and Metropolitan JOSEPH and our Bishop NICHOLAS, for the venerable Priesthood, the 
Diaconate in Christ, for all the clergy and the people . . .”;

“Among the first be mindful, O Lord, of our Father and Metropolitan JOSEPH and our Bishop NICHOLAS, 
whom do thou grant unto thy holy churches . . . .” 

When the Metropolitan is present, however, the commemorations are to be for the Metropolitan alone, 
as is customary in all parishes.

In addition, I have included His Grace’s official picture for the use in your parishes.

Wishing you, your families, and your parishioners all of God’s blessings, I remain,

Your Father in Christ,

+JOSEPH

Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America

  

Cc:  His Grace Bishop BASIL, His Grace Bishop THOMAS, His Grace Bishop ALEXANDER,  
His Grace Bishop JOHN, His Grace Bishop ANTHONY, His Grace Bishop NICHOLAS,  
Deacon Christian, Antiochian Archdiocese Website Webmaster

AntiochiAn orthodox christiAn Archdiocese
OF NORTH AMERICA

His Eminence
The Most Reverend

Metropolitan JOSEPH

Archbishop of New York and
Metropolitan of

All North America

Your Beatitude, Metropolitan TIKHON; Your Eminence, Archbishop MICHAEL; Very Reverend Fathers and Matushki; Distinguished 
members of the Administration, Faculty, Staff, Board of Trustees and Alumni of our Seminary; Pilgrims to our Monastery and friends 
of our Seminary; beloved seminarians and families; and, especially today, honored Graduates of the Class of 2017, to whom I offer you 
my warmest congratulations on your hard work, perseverance, and accomplishments: I would be remiss if I did not commend the faculty, 
staff, and administration of Saint Tikhon’s Seminary for their hard work and dedication in preparing these graduates for their work in 
service to the Church.



ment due to the debilitating suffering, the terrible, 
dumb morbidity that is not expressed by any partic-
ular suffering. The same thing happens to the human 
soul. Long-term slackness of life amidst continuous 
distractions, constant voluntary sins, forgetfulness of 
God and eternity, inattention or only superficial at-
tention to the Gospel teachings removes from our 
spirit any inclination toward spiritual things, and 
deadens it to them. Although they continue to exist, 
they cease to exist for our spirit because its life has 
ended for them – all its strength is directed toward 
the material, the temporal, the vain, and the sinful.

Everyone who wants to dispassionately and seri-
ously investigate the state of his soul will see the ill-
ness of insensibility in it; he will see its broad signifi-
cance, its gravity and consequence, and will have to 
admit that it is the manifestation and witness of his 
deadness of soul. When we want to study the Word 
of God, what boredom hits us! Everything we read 
seems hard to understand, not worthy of attention, 
and strange. How quickly we want to be free of that 
reading! Why is this? Because we feel no affinity for 
the Word of God.

When we rise for prayer, what dryness and cold-
ness we feel! How we rush to finish our cursory, 
completely distracted prayer! Why? Because we are 
estranged from God: we believe in God’s existence 
with a dead faith; He does not exist to our sensibil-
ity. Why have we forgotten eternity? Are we exclud-
ed from the number of those who must enter into 
its boundless realm? Doesn’t death stand before us 
face to face, as it does to all humans? Why is this? 
It is because we do not want to think about eter-
nity; we have lost the precious foretaste of it, and ac-
quired a false perception of our earthly sojourn. This 
false perception imagines that our earthly life is end-
less. We are so deceived and distracted by this false 
perception that we conform all our actions to them, 
bringing all the potential of our soul and body as a 
sacrifice to corruption, not caring at all about what 
awaits us in the other world. After all, we must inevi-
tably become permanent inhabitants of that world.

This insensibility can happen to us who minister at the 
Lord’s altar almost imperceptibly if we aren’t vigilant. We 
begin to profane the sacred by taking for granted the holy 
things of God. It may start with pointless idle talk in the 
altar or rushing through Proskimedia or cutting out por-
tions of the Divine Services with the excuse that  “people 
will complain.” Pretty soon, prayer becomes shorter and 

less regular. Other matters begin to pre-occupy the heart. 
Insensibility is one of the best examples of why a good 

spiritual father is so vital for your spiritual life. If you are 
honest with him, he will be able to discern the seeds of in-
sensibility beginning to take root in your heart, and root 
them out before it is too late. 

I mention all of these things because the life of the 
priest is one of constant spiritual warfare in the garden 
of your own heart as well as the hearts of all those whom 
you serve. There is untold joy in serving as a priest, but it 
is a joy that is not discernible to the secular world. Only 
the spiritual person can taste the goodness of the Lord 
and rejoice in His goodness. You will graduate here to-
day with much accomplished. The Lord has abundantly 
blessed each of you. He has also given you tremendous 
responsibility. He calls you His friends if you do what He 
commands. This friendship comes at a price but the re-
ward is beyond imagining. As you leave this holy place, 
know what you are undertaking and resolve mightily to 
be found worthy of the calling you have received. Labor 
with every fiber of your being to be a faithful friend of the 
Lord Christ. 

I will close my remarks with the words of Saint John 
Chrysostom on the importance and awesome dignity of 
the priesthood:

The Priest’s relations with his people involve thus 
much difficulty. But if any inquire about his rela-
tions with God, he will find the others to be as noth-
ing, since these require a greater and more thorough 
earnestness. For he who acts as an ambassador on 
behalf of the whole city – but why do I say the city? 
On behalf of the whole world indeed – prays that 
God would be merciful to the sins of all, not only 
of the living, but also of the departed. What man-
ner of man ought he to be? For my part I think that 
the boldness of speech of Moses and Elias, is insuf-
ficient for such supplication. For as though he were 
entrusted with the whole world and were himself the 
father of all men, he draws near to God, beseech-
ing that wars may be extinguished everywhere, that 
tumults may be quelled; asking for peace and plen-
ty, and a swift deliverance from all the ills that be-
set each one, publicly and privately; and he ought 
as much to excel in every respect all those on whose 
behalf he prays, as rulers should excel their subjects” 
(On the Priesthood, Book VI.4).

May our thrice-holy God bless you abundantly as you 
strive to serve the Church in all holiness and righteousness.

administrators as much as we need holy men who guard 
their friendship with Christ as the pearl of great price, 
so that they may share this with the people whom they 
serve. Friendship with Christ is conferred upon each of 
you, but it must be jealously guarded, faithfully nurtured, 
and singularly prized by your own prayer life and ascetic 
struggle. All you do, preaching, teaching, ministering to 
the sick, and administering the holy Mysteries, must flow 
from your prayer and your asceticism. Book knowledge 
will not help you in this regard, unless it is undergirded 
by a deep spiritual life. Otherwise, you will be nothing 
more than a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal (1 Corin-
thians 13:1).

Saint Gregory the Theologian puts this more elo-
quently when he writes about what is required of a priest: 
“One must be purified before purifying others, be in-
structed before instructing, become light in order to en-
lighten, draw near to God before approaching others, be 
sanctified in order to sanctify” (Oration 2.71). Our dearly 
beloved Archbishop MICHAEL reminds us of this in his 
Rector’s message. I recall those words of Saint Gregory be-
cause they are worthy of emphasis. In fact, you may want 
to place them somewhere in your home where you will 
see it and be reminded of it every day.

In quoting Saint Gregory, there is another point I 
would like to make that is particularly relevant on this oc-
casion. The Orthodox Church attributes the term theolo-
gian to Saint Gregory not because he had an advanced ac-
ademic degree, but because he is a God-seer. In the words 
of Metropolitan HIEROTHEOS Vlachos, “According 
to Saint Gregory Palamas, theologians are the God-seers; 
those who have followed the ‘method’ of the Church and 
have attained to perfect faith, to the illumination of the 
nous and to divinisation (theosis). Theology is the fruit of 
man’s cure and the path which leads to cure and the ac-
quisition of the knowledge of God.” True theology is the 
fruit of the synergy between man and God within the 
spiritual hospital, the Orthodox Church. The “method” 
is handed down to us by the holy fathers and is particular, 

exacting, and time-tested. The “method” bears fruit unto 
eternal life, as is attested by the lives of the many saints 
who have trod this path. It is your path and your one con-
cern as you embark upon your life of service and ministry 
in God’s holy Church.

None of us knows what lies ahead. We do know that 
we will encounter crosses in our lives. Friendship with 
Christ necessarily guarantees as much. However, Saint Ig-
natius Brianchaninov reminds us in the midst of these 
struggles, “Know for certain that the troubles which befall 
you come not of themselves but by God’s permission; so 
take all possible care to bear them with patience and per-
severance” (The Arena, p. 125). It should come as no great 
surprise that we will be called upon to be humble with 
the proud, comforting with the sorrowful, and merciful 
to all. We must judge no one, lest we ourselves be judged. 
This is a tall order, and frankly impossible in the absence 
of a personal spiritual life. Christ reminded His disciples 
and reminds each of us that we are sent “as sheep among 
wolves.” Before we look for the wolves in others, let us 
take care of the wolves prowling in our own hearts. Elder 
Cleopa once noted that “it’s a fact that temptations always 
correspond to weaknesses in human nature.” “God gives 
harsher temptations to those who are strong in the faith 
so that they can progress in sanctity and become worthy 
of greater crowns. To those who are weak in the faith and 
in patience, Divine Providence gives easier temptations, 
so that they can overcome them and not despair.”

Perhaps more common, more subtle, but just as le-
thal, is what Saint Ignatius Brianchaninov calls the sin of 
insensibility. It is a sin, or more precisely, a state of being, 
that is very dangerous for those of us engaged in ministry, 
especially priestly ministry. Saint Ignatius addresses this 
topic in his excellent sermon on the myrrh-bearing wom-
en, and their anxiety concerning who will roll the stone 
away from the tomb for them. He notes,

The stone is the soul’s illness by which all the oth-
er spiritual illnesses are guarded incurably and which 
the holy fathers call insensibility. Many will say, what 
sort of sin is this? We have never heard of it. Ac-
cording to the fathers, insensibility is the deadening 
of spiritual feelings, the unseen death of the human 
soul with respect to spiritual things in a life that is 
flourishing with respect to material things. From a 
long-term physical sickness all strength can become 
exhausted and the body’s abilities withered; then the 
illness cannot find any more food, and ceases to tor-
ment the body’s constitution. It leaves the sick man 
alone and wasted, as if dead and incapable of move-
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His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH fondly re-
calls Metropolitan PAUL as a gifted administrator over 
the decades they knew each other, both in the Middle 
East and North America. Like Sayidna JOSEPH, Say-
idna PAUL received whole congregations from different 
Christian denominations, especially in the Philippines 
in recent years, into Holy Orthodoxy.

Metropolitan PAUL was born in Bsarma El-Koura in 
North Lebanon on July 10, 1939. Initially he studied at 
the village school. He then completed his primary edu-
cation at Al Eslah Orthodox School in Amyoun El-Kou-
ra. He continued his theological education in Greece.

In Lebanon, then-Deacon Paul served under Met-
ropolitan THEODOSIUS Abourjeili (later Patriarch 
THEODOSIUS VI) of Tyre and Sidon, and Metro-
politan ELIAS Kurban of Tripoli, both of thrice-blessed 
memory. As a young clergyman, he served as a teacher in 
local Orthodox Christian schools, as well as Balamand 
Seminary and Monastery, as a member of the Spiritual 
Court, and as Secretary to Tripoli’s Archdiocesan Board.

In September of 1968, by then a priest, Fr. Paul left 
Lebanon for the United States. Metropolitan PHILIP 
of thrice-blessed memory assigned him to Saint Ilyan 
Church in Brownsville, and later to St. George Church 
in New Kensington, Pennsylvania. Fr. Paul served there 
for nine years, during which time he restored the atten-
dance of the faithful and strengthened the infrastructure 
of the Sunday School, choir and youth.

In 1979, Metropolitan PHILIP appointed Fr. Paul 
as Pastor of St. George Church of Washington, D.C. In 
his new parish he worked hard to unify the congregation 
and to arrest desertion from the Church. He made sure 
that all debts were paid, and revived the church associa-
tions. Fr. Paul noticed an alarming increase in the num-
ber of alcohol and drug addicts in Washington, and he 
started a ministry to treat them.

On October 5, 1999, the Holy Synod of Antioch 
elected Fr. Paul as the new Metropolitan Archbishop 
for Australia and New Zealand. He was consecrated five 

days later at the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Dormition 
(al-Mariamieh) in Damascus, Syria. Metropolitan PAUL 
joined his new flock that next month, where he built 
new churches and reorganized communities for the rest 
of his life.

Sayidna JOSEPH asked Sayidna JOHN to represent 
him and our Archdiocese for the funeral services in Aus-
tralia. Bishop JOHN was very impressed with the love 
and cooperation that he witnessed between the clergy 
and laity in Australia. The Church in Australia is on firm 
ground and Metropolitan PAUL has served faithfully 
and effectively. 

On behalf of the bishops, clergy, Board of Trustees, 
the organizations and all of the faithful of this Archdio-
cese, His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH offers to His 
Beatitude, the Holy Synod of Antioch and the Archdio-
cese of Australia our love, prayers and condolences.

EULOGY BY HIS EMINENCE, METROPOLITAN SILOUAN 
OF BUENOS AIRES AND ALL ARGENTINA

SAINT GEORGE CATHEDRAL, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
MONDAY, JULY 10, 2017

First, I convey the love, prayers and condolences of 
our Father in Christ, His Beatitude JOHN X, Patriarch 
of Antioch and All the East, to the priests and faithful of 
this blessed Archdiocese. I also convey the condolences 
of the Hierarchs of the Holy Synod of Antioch, as well 
as my brothers, His Eminence Metropolitan ELIAS of 
Sidon and Tire and Dependencies, presiding over this 
service, and His Grace JOHN, Bishop of Worcester and 
New England of the Antiochian Archdiocese of New 
York and All North America, concelebrating with him. 
All together, we join you in the prayer for the eternal rest 
and blessed memory of our brother and concelebrant 
in Christ, our beloved Chief Shepherd, His Eminence 
Metropolitan PAUL.

I stand in awe before you in this cathedral, in which 
I served sixteen years ago, and to which I return today 
because of a previous invitation of this beloved father, 

brother, and pastor to partic-
ipate in a clergy symposium 
and youth retreat of this Arch-
diocese. Nevertheless, I find 
myself standing among you in 
order to entrust, together, to 
the presence of the Lord, him 
who served this Archdiocese 
with dedication and self-sacri-
fice for eighteen years.

Three elements met to-
gether in the person of our be-
loved hierarch, which showed him to be a wise captain of 
the ship of the Church, and an experienced pastor of the 
faithful members of this Archdiocese. First, he had expe-
rience as a priest in our Antiochian Archdiocese of New 
York and All North America, as well as in a culture and 
civilization different from his origins in Lebanon and his 
theological study in Greece. This had a great impact on 
his approach to the needs and aspirations of those in his 
diocese, something that he manifested on the pastoral 
level, in the planning and the running of things.

Second, he had a spirit of evangelism, manifested in 
his love for the other and self-sacrifice, along with his 
desire to “go above and beyond the call of duty,” com-
municating with those who are near or far. Thus, he em-
braced the Orthodox of Lebanese, Syrian, Iraqi, Pales-
tinian and Jordanian origins, as well as the Australians. 
Although he began to minister to this Archdiocese at the 
age of 60, he did not hesitate to travel throughout the 
Archdiocese; his desire to “go beyond” and communi-
cate made him answer the call of the Philippines, which 
is eight and a half hours from the Archbishopric. This 
is the longest flying distance in any Antiochian diocese! 
This was his spirit of evangelism, one that sacrifices itself 
for those whom one loves, and seeks to hand over the 
deposit of the apostolic faith to those hungry and thirsty 
for Christ’s righteousness.

Third, his will, determination and perseverance 

meant that this spirit of evan-
gelism continues to flow out 
in service, and instills in his 
collaborators the fire of divine 
zeal and determination. His 
determination not only helped 
keep the torch of inspiration 
constantly lit, but it made it 
multiply and increase. This is 
what we observe in the faith-
ful of this archdiocese, both at 
the parish level and with the 

Board of Trustees. He was able to capitalize on opportu-
nities and talents and push them forward.

Thus, his experience, love and determination formed 
the triangle on which Metropolitan PAUL based and 
built his apostolic ministry. All this is reflected in the 
great concerns to which he dedicated his life. First, there 
was Christian education and preparation of the priest-
hood. Despite its old roots, the Archdiocese remained 
youthful, because of new refugees and converts. This 
shepherd paid great attention to the fact that this dio-
cese produces pious servants of the Holy Altar, capable 
of serving their flock. He spared no effort to set up a 
theological seminary which would spread the knowledge 
of faith in the souls of the laity, as well as train those who 
determined to devote themselves to the priesthood.

Second, he believed in educating children and em-
bracing young people through Sunday schools and the 
establishment of youth teams in parishes. He worked to 
provide teachers for Sunday school and to inspire ini-
tiative among the youth, so that they could feed their 
spirit with their service for their church and their neigh-
bor. He saw the future of the church in them, and he 
worked hard to make their foundations solid. For them, 
he achieved what I call the crown of his ministry and 
hardship, that is, the acquisition of the “Antiochian Vil-
lage” [in Australia], which hosted retreats for all kinds of 
parish groups and church members, developing among 
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MEMORY ETERNAL!  
Metropolitan PAUL Saliba 

of Australia, New Zealand and the Philippines
In the hope of resurrection and eternal life, His Beatitude Patriarch JOHN X of Antioch and All the East 
announces the repose of His Eminence Metropolitan PAUL (Saliba) of Australia, New Zealand and the  

Philippines. He fell asleep in the Lord on the morning of July 1, 2017, at the age of 77.

a a
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them all the spirit of love and brotherhood and sacrificial 
service. This was part of his broader interest in the fam-
ily, in newly married couples, and in the role of women 
in the Church and in ladies’ committees.

Third, he mobilized many co-workers in parish 
councils and on the Board of Trustees. With his talents 
for organization and planning, they carried out together 
the responsibility for the growth of parishes and church-
es. This included providing a decent life for the priests, 
the infrastructure and facilities necessary for church ser-
vices and activities, and projects of economic interest, so 
that the diaconia might be made in a fitting and orderly 
way (1 Corinthians 14:40). Thus, we see the projects of 
building churches, their halls and facilities, classrooms, 
and many other things.

All this was possible, historically and spiritually, 
thanks to St. Joseph the Damascene, the priest of the 
Mariamieh Cathedral in Damascus. In fact, today the 
Antiochian Church commemorates him as he was mar-
tyred in the massacres of Damascus in 1860 with thou-
sands of his companions, sanctifying the soil of their 
homeland that Christ irrigated with His Blood prior to 
them. Since then, many Lebanese and Syrians took the 
path of instilling their church and faith in the new lands 
where they settled. This Archdiocese is a living testimony 
to this faith based on the grace of the Holy Spirit, which 
is active in the body of the Church, the clergy and the 
laity alike, in the sacraments and the divine Word. It is 
the Church of God in every sense of the word, carrying 
the grace of eternal life. Over time, what was a patriar-
chal Vicariate became a Metropolis, and consequently 
our hierarch, instituted by the grace of the Spirit to min-
ister to this Archdiocese, carried the title: His Eminence 
Metropolitan PAUL of Australia, New Zealand and the 
Philippines.

Like any bishop, he carried the cross of commitment 
with courage and joy. He carried on his shoulders, with-
out hesitation or fear, the concerns of his Archdiocese, 
the concerns of his Antiochian Church and of Ortho-
doxy in general, in addition to everything related to the 
Lebanese and Syrian communities. He worked with the 
Christian and Islamic religious authorities, keen to pay 
attention to everything related to the affairs of this com-
munity at home and abroad. Moreover, he worked with 
the members of the Assembly of Orthodox Bishops in 
Australia in order to witness boldly to the unity of the 
Orthodox Church.

Now I wonder before you: What teaching of his pa-
tron, Saint Paul, really inspired our Chief Shepherd in 
his ministry? Could it be the following verse that comes 

to my mind? “I do not consider myself yet to have taken 
hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind 
and straining toward what is ahead . . . I press on to take 
hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me” 
(Philippians 3:13; 12). Now, his face is covered with the 
veil that covered the Holy Gifts, and he waits to stand in 
the presence of the Lord, the only one Who has the an-
swer to my bewilderment. From now on, our prayer goes 
up for the one who labored with patience and carried 
the flame of faith with joy, because we are fully aware 
that “we have sinned and we have lost the glory of God” 
(Romans 3:23).

Let us, therefore, raise our praise, in the same man-
ner we raise the Holy Gifts, and let us raise our prayer 
in the same manner in which the fragrance of incense is 
lifted up, for the sake of the eternal rest of our beloved 
hierarch. Together, let us thank God for His gift, which 
we have experienced in the person of this committed, 
responsible and loving father, brother and pastor. I, per-
sonally, have something for which I want to thank our 
hierarch: my ministry in this Cathedral and Archdiocese 
in 2001 helped me to stay firm in the ministry of the 
Archdiocese of Argentina as a high priest since 2006.

This is something due, first, to him, and secondarily 
to all of you. Here are all of you, the members of this 
Archdiocese, gathered as one body. Here is Metropoli-
tan PAUL lying in front of you, while he entrusts to you 
this Church with its needs and aspirations. He invites 
you to live this present divine visitation as a call for all 
to mature in vision and service, so that one may be for 
all, and all be for one, individually, and at the parochial 
and archdiocesan levels. Let each one prefer the necessity 
of the other instead of his own (Galatians 6:2), as one 
church, “which the Lord bought with his own blood” 
(Acts 20:28).

The Church of Antioch today and always accompa-
nies you by its prayer. We are brothers, and you are dear 
to us and very much beloved, even if large distances sep-
arate us, or the circumstances and difficulties are differ-
ent. We all pray with you and say, 

O Lord, give the rest to our brother and concelebrant 
in Christ,

His Eminence, Metropolitan PAUL,
where the righteous are resting,
and give him eternal life and great mercy!
May his memory be eternal!

+ SILOUAN
Metropolitan of Buenos Aires and All Argentina
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When Stephen Rattliff lost his job, it started a 
downward spiral that ended in homelessness. With no-
where to turn, he came to FOCUS Cleveland’s St. Her-
man House in July of 2016. “I was very financially de-
pressed,” said Mr. Rattliff, “but I was able to hold on and 
keep my faith in God. Being a part of St. Herman’s has 
helped me keep hope alive.”

Besides food and a bed, Mr. Rattliff was offered em-
ployment through St. Herman’s jobs program. For the 
past eight months he has been saving his money. “In 
three weeks I’ll be moving into my own place,” he said.

In 2013, Ss. Constantine and Helen Greek Ortho-
dox Church hired the men of St. Herman House to pro-
vide cleaning services for their food festival. The men did 
such good work that the church hired them as the par-
ish’s full-time janitorial and light maintenance service. 

Word of the excellent work spread fast. “We had one 
parishioner tell us she’d never seen the church so clean,” 
said FOCUS Cleveland Director, Paul Finley. Now, in 
2017, the men of the St. Herman House provide jani-
torial and maintenance work at six area parishes and a 
dozen businesses. 

“We’re fulfilling more than a janitorial need for the 
church. It really becomes part of our outreach to peo-
ple in need,” said Fr. Alexander Garklavs of Holy Trinity 
Orthodox Church. “I’ve been very impressed with their 
honesty, diligence, and integrity.”

The jobs program at FOCUS Cleveland allows men 
to re-enter the workforce after long absences, build veri-
fiable work history, and improve job skills and self-confi-
dence. Your support is helping men like Mr. Rattliff help 
themselves transition to supporting themselves.

FOCUS CHANGES LIVES 
THROUGH JOBS

“AN OCCUPATION FOR ANYONE, WHETHER IT’S AT A HIGH 

LEVEL OR AN ENTRY LEVEL, IS VERY MUCH CONNECTED TO 

OUR SELF-WORTH, TO OUR DIGNITY. WHEN GOD CREATED 

MAN AND PLACED HIM IN THE GARDEN, HE GAVE HIM A JOB 

TO DO: TO TEND TO IT AND TO OVERSEE IT.” 

Paul Finley, Director of FOCUS Cleveland
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ecently I sat down to write an informative ar-
ticle about keeping our children in the Ortho-
dox Faith, because the greatest hope we have 
for our children is that they follow Christ in 

His Church throughout their lives. My purpose was to 
research my way to godly children. I looked at how to 
increase the factors that are statistically relevant to who 
stays Orthodox, and why this is so, or why it isn’t. I’m 
not sure what I was reading at the time, but it must have 
been scholarly journals, because what I churned out was 
on the boring side. The article was full of practical steps 
to take, statistics on the habits and beliefs of people who 
call themselves Orthodox Christians, and what statistics 
show about young people who chose the faith of their 
parents. There is a ton of data out there, easily found, 
mostly from Protestants, about why people stay in, or 
leave, their childhood faith. 

In a nutshell, for people who are curious about the 
research: kids who keep the faith

1.  have parents who stay married, talk about 
their faith during the week, and attend 
church weekly;

2.  understand their faith, have a strong under-
standing of what they believe, and are not 
easily theologically shaken – and, if their 
 beliefs are challenged, they have a trusted 
person available to answer questions and dis-
cuss doubts; and

3.  stay in the habit of going to church once they 
leave their parents’ house.

I added my two-cents to the mix, saying that we have 
to put our children first in our lives, for we are their pic-
ture of God as they grow. We `are teaching them who 
God is with our behavior and in every interaction. We 
must gather them to us and connect with them at every 
opportunity, so that their bond with us is stronger than 
their bond with the world.

Worth mentioning are things that do not appear to 
be a factor in who continues in their Orthodox faith: 
things like being homeschooled (or not), or church-
school attendance. My “article” was full of practical steps 
and statistics – and maybe there is a place for them – but 
like so many things in Orthodoxy, the answer is much 
simpler.

What it comes down to is us: the parents, godpar-
ents, and parishes who desire our children to stay Or-
thodox, becoming more Christ-like; so simple and so 
difficult, too. But I’m a practical steps kind of person! 
Is there a checklist, please? Not so, except that we’ve got 
to get our ducks in a row from an earnest desire to live 
like Christ, to love like Christ, to keep our focus ever on 
Him, praying constantly and utilizing the tools of the 
Church and Her sacraments to help transform us. We 
must allow God’s love to chip away at the granite in our 
hearts and the deluding blinders on our eyes. I want to 
be a humble, peaceful, discerning parent; patient, full 
of love, forgiving, joyful, kind, responsive to the Holy 
Spirit, and Christ-like. What child could resist that di-
vine grace and love?

“Become more Christ-like” is the essence of – and 

answer to – most of the Orthodox Christian struggle. 
Marriage problems? Become more Christ-like. Parenting 
issues? Turn to God and your child will follow. Trouble 
within the parish? Become more Christ-like, for, as Abba 
Dorotheos of Gaza said about believers, “The closer they 
are to God, the closer they become to one another; and 
the closer they are to one another, the closer they be-
come to God.” Want 
to evangelize? Be-
come more Christ-
like. St. Seraphim of 
Sarov told us to “ac-
quire the Spirit of 
Peace and a thousand 
souls around you will 
be saved.” Focused on 
improving yourself? 
Impossible! That’s 
moralistic, keeping 
score. Stop, and focus 
on becoming more 
like Christ.

The way to be-
come more Christ-
like is luckily not a 
mysterious secret. It 
does take effort, but it 

is not hard-hard, it’s easy-hard – if we let Christ take over. 
It requires movement, turning again and again toward 
God. It requires asceticism – not the dragging-prayer-
rope, dour thing I previously thought was asceticism – 
but true asceticism: training our souls to meet God in 
prayer, as if preparing for an athletic event.

The Church Fathers agree. Elder Thaddeus of Vi-
tovnika said: “It is of great significance if there is a per-
son who truly prays in a family. Prayer attracts God’s 
Grace and all the members of the family feel it, even 
those whose hearts have grown cold. Pray always.” (On 
Family Life, p. 81). My parish priest, Fr. Nathan Thomp-
son, doesn’t know the source, but is sure that he didn’t 
say: “Parents should talk to God about their kids more 
than they talk to their kids about God.” Bam! Newly-
canonized Saint Porphyrios says, “Speak to God and 
God will speak to their hearts” (On the Upbringing of 
Children, p. 203). We can forge our kids’ hearts with 

our prayers.
Fr. Noah Bushelli writes: “The witness of history and 

the wisdom of the holy ones reminds us that we need 
to be pouring our parental fears not into our children’s 
pure hearts, but into the bottomless abyss of God’s love 
in Christ and His Saints.” He paraphrases St. Porphyri-
os teaching on sanctity and prayer in parenting: “Words 

hammer the ears; but prayer hammers the hearts.”
Ultimately, we know that our children have and will 

exercise their God-given free will as they decide their 
own faith. Hopefully by the time they are ready to do 
so, our prayers will have hammered their hearts into ves-
sels of God’s love. I have to curb my tendency to think: 
“Yeah, yeah. Prayer is good, but what am I going to do?!” 
For my daughters, I’m going to pray. I’m going to pray 
for them, and pray for all the children in my church, and 
beyond. I’m going to pray for myself, that God would 
purify and illumine my heart, that I would reflect Him 
more clearly to my dearest ones.

Prayer is the essential thing. It’s how we become 
more Christ-like. If we want our children to grow up 
and choose Orthodox Christianity for themselves, we 
will focus our eyes on Christ, spend time in prayer, and 
only then become more like Him, giving our children 
a clear path to follow as we journey towards our Savior.
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From the Hearth:  
Preserving Our Most Precious Gifts

Keidi Lewis

R

THERE ARE MANY COMPELLING REASONS TO BECOME MORE LIKE CHRIST, AND TO LIVE OUT 
HIS LOVE. WORTHY REASONS ABOUND: FOR THE GOOD OF MANKIND, TO BECOME SANCTIFIED, 
TO HEAL OTHERS WITH CHRIST’S LOVE, TO DRAW NEARER TO OTHER PARISH MEMBERS, TO 
STRENGTHEN OUR MARRIAGES. IN MOST OF THESE AREAS I HAVE BEEN ABLE TO “FAKE IT,” 
DOING THE RIGHT THING, BEING GOOD. IT IS POSSIBLE TO CREATE A REASONABLE FACSIMILE 
OF CHRIST-LIKE BEHAVIOR, WITHOUT ALLOWING CHRIST TO DO ANY TRANSFORMING. I COULD 
CHEAT, AND HAVE DONE FOR MOST OF MY LIFE – UNTIL I HAD CHILDREN. I AM BLESSED WITH 
THREE DAUGHTERS, WHO ARE GOD’S SWEETEST GIFTS TO ME AND THE MOST TERRIFYING IN-
SPIRATION. FOR THEM, I HAVE TO KNOW CHRIST; TO THEM, I HAVE TO SHOW CHRIST.

Keidi, a wife, mother  
of three, and an  

educator, is a  
parishioner of Ss.  

Peter and Paul Orthodox 
Church, Ben Lomond, 

California, and writes for 
the Department of  

Homeschooling. She  
welcomes conversation 

and feedback at  
keidijoylewis@gmail.com.
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There are many followers of Jesus Christ who 
see the Church as a purely human institution. In 
this view, the Church is a group of people who be-
lieve in Jesus and try to live by his teaching, but 
it has no power to bring someone into unity with 
God through the sacraments of Baptism and Eu-
charist. These are seen as only symbolic. Other sin-
cere people seek a purely “divine” church. Sadly, 
they go from church to church seeking that perfect 
Church. Instead, they constantly meet people who 
are very human. They then go on seeking a church 
that is totally divine.

Perhaps the most problematic heresy in our 
times is that which is rooted in Nestorianism. As 
Nestorius denied the unity of the human and the 
divine in the One Person of Christ, many people 
see the Church as divided. There is the human 
community of believers here on earth, and some-
where there is the true spiritual church which is 
made up of people of all denominations who are 
the true, genuine Christians. They do not see the 
historic Orthodox Catholic Church as being one.

In separating the human from the divine, the 
power of the Holy Spirit is somehow lacking in 
the historic human community. At Pentecost the 
whole Church received the Holy Spirit; the Church 
itself was charismatic. Yet for modern Christians 
who approach the church from a Nestorian per-
spective, only individual people are charismatic. By 
dividing the divine from the human in the com-
munity of the Church, the Church remains only 
a human institution. We should not be surprised 
when individual people feel called by the Holy 
Spirit to start what is, in effect, their own church. 
They buy a building, install a pulpit and start their 
own church. Some of these preachers attract tens 
of thousands of followers. Most do not believe in 
the reality of the sacraments. They do not believe 
in them because they do not accept the words of 
the Creed, “I believe in the One Holy Catholic and 
Apostolic Church.” No Orthodox priest, though 
he has received the sacrament of Holy Orders, has 
the right to “open up his own shop” or to start his 
own church.

If we do not remember the challenges and 
problems that the early Church faced, then there 
is a serious danger that these heresies will show up 
one again, perhaps not in quite the same form, but 
equally detrimental to faith.
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One of the remark-
able things about our Or-
thodox Liturgical calendar 
is the fact that it continu-
ally takes us back not only 
to the events in the life of 
our Lord, but also to the 
monumental events of the 
great ecumenical coun-
cils. On various Sundays 
of the church year we re-
member the great coun-
cils. These councils were 
called because the iden-
tity of Jesus Christ was at 
stake. In the early Fourth 
Century, the heretic Arius 
had denied the full divini-
ty of the Lord. Later in the 
same century, the heretic Apollinarus denied the full hu-
manity of the Lord. In the early years of the Fifth Cen-
tury, Nestorius the Patriarch of Constantinople refused 
to accept the title of Theotokos for Mary, the mother of 
Christ. Each of these heresies resulted in an Ecumeni-
cal Council (Nicaea in 325, I Constantinople in381 and 
Ephesus in 425).

The Church wants us to remember these councils, 
not only because the true identity of the Lord was at 
stake, but because our very salvation was undermined. 
Salvation in our Orthodox theology is the restoration of 
man to unity with God. As St. Paul says, Christ is the 
“new Adam.” The first Adam lost that unity with God: a 
new Adam was needed to restore it. Christ is our salva-
tion and our healing. He has restored us to God.

To restore us to God, Christ had to be fully divine; 
otherwise He could not reunite us to God. Arius denied 
Christ’s divinity. The Lord also had to be fully human. 
Appolinarius denied the full humanity of Christ. Jesus, 
however, also had to bring about a unity between the di-
vinity of God and the humanity of man. He did this by 

being one Person. His one 
personhood was subtly de-
nied by the heretic Nesto-
rius and his followers, who 
asserted that Mary was, 
in effect, only the moth-
er of his humanity. The 
problem here is that hu-
manity is an abstraction. 
Mary was not the mother 
of a nature or an abstrac-
tion, but the mother of a 
person. This Person is the 
divine Son of God. Mary 
was and is truly Theotokos 
(God-bearer). By denying 
her that title, Nestorius 
was dividing the divin-
ity from the humanity of 

Christ. If he were right, then the humanity of man and 
the divinity of God were in the same condition as they 
were when Adam left Paradise. These are the truths de-
fended by the great councils. These are the truths that we 
must remember.

Today there are people who hold these heresies. For 
example, the Jehovah’s Witnesses do not believe that Je-
sus is the Second Person of the Trinity. Like Arius, they 
do not believe in his full divinity. Unitarians also do not 
believe in his full divinity. 

These same heresies, however, also reappear in our 
understanding of the Church itself. They are widespread. 
We as Orthodox Christians believe that when the Holy 
Spirit came down upon the apostolic community on 
the day of Pentecost, the Church became a living real-
ity which was both human and divine. The Lord Jesus 
promised that the Holy Spirit would be with the Church 
forever and that the Spirit would lead the Church in all 
truth. As Orthodox, we not only believe that the Church 
has both the human and divine element, it is one! The 
human and the divine are not separate things.

Old Heresies in the 21st Century
Fr. Dan Daly

Speaker: Mother Christophora, Abbess of the Orthodox  
Monastery of the Transfiguration, Ellwood City, Pennsylvania

Group Facilitator: Deacon Seraphim Moslener: 

Gifts for the Journey: Faith, Hope and Love

Please help us to honor the memory of our recently departed sister 
in Christ, Khouria Stefanie Yova Yazge, at this first Clergy Wife Week-
end without her. Her children will start off our weekend. Together we 
will pray and eat, be edified by Mother’s words, then listen and talk to 
each other as a group, with Deacon Seraphim. At night we’ll socialize, 

and let’s not forget laugh, all the while supporting one another.

Tentative schedule:
October 20 – Friday evening dinner (6 p.m.), relaxing, and  
opening session with Alexis, Mark and Matthew Yazge

October 21 – Supplication to St. Raphael
Presentations

Free Time
Evening Activity

October 22 – Liturgy and farewells

Limited grants are available for those needing financial assistance 
to attend. To request funding, or if you have Registration questions, 

contact Laila Ellias: lailaellias@gmail.com (917) 670-5495;  
please copy Fr. Anthony Yazge by e-mail to franthony@avcamp.org.

Note: The image above is of a seventh-century Byzantine wedding 
ring, showing Christ uniting the bride and groom. If we want to see 
it for ourselves, as Stephanie said, we would have to hold next year’s 

Weekend in Paris, because the ring is in the Louvre!

2017 CLERGY WIVES WEEKEND AT THE 
ANTIOCHIAN VILLAGE, OCTOBER 20–22

Fr. Dan is retired  
and living in Texas.  

He was the pastor of  
St. Nicholas in  

Grand Rapids and  
often taught our clergy  

in our continuing  
education 

 programs.



ORDINATIONS
DANEVICIUS, Deacon Isaac, to the holy priesthood by 
Bishop BASIL on June 28, 2017, at Ss. Peter and Paul 
Church in Topeka, Kansas. He will complete his final 
year of theological studies at St. Vladimir’s Seminary 
during the 2017–2018 academic year.

DEHAVEN, Dr. Michael, to the holy diaconate by Bishop 
BASIL on June 28, 2017, at Ss. Peter and Paul Church 
in Topeka, Kansas. He is assigned to that parish.

HONORE, Deacon Andrew, to the holy priesthood by 
Bishop NICHOLAS on June 25, 2017, at St. Barnabas 
Church in Costa Mesa, California. He is a third-year 
seminarian at St. Vladimir’s Seminary.

OLAS, Joseph, to the holy diaconate by Bishop BASIL 
on June 3, 2017, at St. George Church in Indianapolis, 
Indiana. Deacon Joseph is assigned and working full-
time at St. George.

SIMON, Marek (Mark), to the diaconate by Bishop 
JOHN on June 4, 2017, at St. Ignatius Chapel, 
Antiochian Village, Pennsylvania. Deacon Marek is 
Assistant Camp Director of the Antiochian Village 
Camp.

VALADEZ, Deacon John, to the holy priesthood by 
Bishop NICHOLAS on June 24, 2017, at St. Barnabas 
Church in Costa Mesa, California. He is a third-year 
seminarian at St. Vladimir’s Seminary.

ASSIGNMENTS
AZAR, Father Mansour, as the Pastor of St. George 
Antiochian Orthodox Church, Upland, California, 
effective July 1, 2017.

HAKIMEH, Father Anania, as the new pastor of St. 
Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church, Murrieta, California, 
effective August 1, 2017.

CHAHOUD, Father Ibrahim, on a leave of absence, 
effective August 1, 2017.

HERNEY, Father Stephen, as the Assistant Pastor 
of St. Anthony the Great Antiochian Orthodox Church, 
San Diego, California, effective August 1, 2017.

LEST WE FORGET: HONOR WALL
Fr. Antony Gabriel is collecting the names and 

histories of all of the clergy who have served our 
Archdiocese from the earliest days until the present. 
Metropolitan JOSEPH has asked Dimitri Zeidan to 
work with Fr. Antony to preserve and display the 
materials collected appropriately. It is Fr. Antony’s 
hope that these materials will help tell our story, our 
history. Thus future generations may benefit from the 
experience of those who came before them, and they 
may understand better their spiritual lineage in Christ 
through His Church. See Fr. Antony’s book for examples  
 
 

  
of the kinds of stories that make up our history. These 
stories make us laugh and cry. They offer insights and 
information that will help us serve our Lord better. 

Contact Fr. Antony Gabriel at economosantony@
gmail.com, at 520.529.5873, or by mail at 6202 N. Via 
Tres Patos, Tucson, AZ 85750. You can mail materials 
to him at this address.

THE REPOSE OF METROPOLITAN ANTONIO 
 (CHEDRAOUI), ARCHBISHOP OF MEXICO, CENTRAL 

AMERICA, VENZUELA, AND THE CARRIBEAN ISLANDS

“I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes 
in Me, though he may die, he shall live” (John 11:25).

His Beatitude Patriarch JOHN X of Antioch, the 
Holy Synod of Antioch, and the Archdiocese of North 
America announces with great regret the departure 
to the house of the Lord of Metropolitan ANTONIO 
(Chedraoui) on the morning of June 14, 2017.

His Eminence was born in the City of Tripoli, 
Lebanon, on January 17, 1932. He received his 
Bachelor of Arts in Lebanon and the Bachelor of 
Theology at the University of Athens, Greece. On July 
20, 1952, he was ordained as a deacon, and on August 
29, 1958, he was ordained a priest and elevated to be 
an archimandrite.

On June 5, 1966, he was consecrated as a bishop, 
receiving the appointment of Patriarchal Vicar for 
Mexico, Venezuela, Central America and the Caribbean.

On June 12, 1996, the Holy Synod of the 
Patriarchate of Antioch elevated the Diocese of Mexico, 
Venezuela, Central America and the Caribbean to 
the category of Archdiocese, and appointed him as 
Metropolitan Archbishop of the said Archdiocese, a 
position he currently occupied.

His Eminence was active in his ministry. He took 
the role of Private Secretary to the Archbishop of Tripoli 
and President of the Spiritual Court from 1957 to 1959. 
He became the Private Secretary of the Patriarch 
from 1959 to 1962. He also was Vicar General of the 
Archbishopric of Mount Lebanon and President of the 
Spiritual Court from 1962 to 1966. His Eminence had 
the respect, appreciation and friendship of several 
presidents of the Mexican Republic, such as Mr. 
Gustavo Diaz Ordaz and Mr. Vicente Fox Quesada, as 
well as various secretaries of state and religious leaders 
from various churches.

His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH has asked the 
clergy and laity of this Archdiocese to pray the Trisagion 
Prayers for Metropolitan ANTONIO for the next forty 
days and to keep him in their personal prayers for the 
departed. On behalf of the bishops, clergy, Board of 
Trustees, the organizations and all of the faithful of this 
Archdiocese, Sayidna JOSEPH offers to His Beatitude, 
the Holy Synod of Antioch, and the Archdiocese of 
Mexico our love, prayers and condolences.

There was a time in this country when people in pris-
ons and jails were forgotten almost until they were re-
leased. They were out of sight and out of mind for most 
Americans. The increase in the size of prison popula-
tions during the 80’s truly changed all of that. Suddenly 
it seemed like almost everyone knew someone who was 
incarcerated. Even our churches were affected, as a for-
mer altar boy or parish council member found himself 
heading to prison.

The Antiochian Orthodox Church was able to re-
spond to this increasing need. In 1991, Metropolitan 

PHILIP of blessed memory, Pri-
mate of the Antiochian Archdio-
cese of North America, asked Fa-
ther Duane Pederson, a highly 
experienced prison minister, to es-
tablish a prison ministry for the 
Archdiocese.  Thus was born Or-
thodox Christian Prison Ministry 
(OCPM). Fr. Duane led the way 
in getting the Orthodox Faith into 
prisons and jails across the country. 

As a Federal Prison Chaplain, I 
was blessed to have Fr. Duane speak 
at our prison chapel. His sermons 
touched the hearts of all the men 
crowded into that chapel. When I 
was transferred to the most maxi-
mum secure prison in the United 
States, Fr. Duane offered his con-

tinued assistance in whatever way he possibly could. Lit-
tle did he know how often I would be calling on him to 
assist me in baptizing the men who became Orthodox. 
In that prison, only another priest could come in from 
the outside, so the men were baptized by two priests. I 
called him so often that one day he answered my phone 
call with, “So how soon do I need to be there for the 
baptism?” 

As OCPM grew, it became obvious that there were 
people in prison from all of the various jurisdictions of 
Orthodoxy. There were times when Fr. Duane was ac-
tually denied visitation with Orthodox prisoners be-
cause they were not specifically listed as being Antiochi-
an Orthodox. Prison ministry, like OCMC and IOCC, 
needed to be a truly pan-Orthodox ministry to meet the 

needs of so many different Orthodox people. In 2005, 
Metropolitan PHILIP graciously offered the Archdi-
ocese’s prison ministry to the Standing Conference of 
Orthodox Bishops of America (SCOBA). Shortly there-
after, OCPM was chartered by SCOBA as its official 
prison ministry.

The Assembly of Canonical Bishops of the Unit-
ed States of America eventually became the succes-
sor to SCOBA, holding their first meeting in February 
of 2010. Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry became 
an Agency of the Assembly. It continues as such now, 
working with all canonical jurisdictions to reach out to 
the men and women in prison across this country with 
the love and light of Christ. OCPM continues to have 
a very large Antiochian Orthodox presence, as three of 
our four staff members are Antiochian, and four of the 
eight members of the Board of Trustees are Antiochian, 
including our Chairman.

Today’s OCPM continues to build on Father Duane’s 
vision of ministering to prisoners and their families, by 
mobilizing the Church to work in this important vine-
yard of the Kingdom of Heaven: 

•  Providing Orthodox publications, Study Bibles, 
prayer books, icon prayer cards, to those in prison 
and to prison chapel libraries, and giving catechism 
courses;

•  Linking prisoners to Orthodox priests to provide 
them with a sacramental life;

•  Providing spiritual guidance and publications to 
families of people in prison;

•  Educating clergy and future clergy at our  sem inaries;
•  Training clergy and laity for prison ministry and 

correspondence ministry; 
•  Linking people coming out of prison with Ortho-

dox churches;
•  Providing guidance to clergy and laity for churches 

receiving people from prison.
If you would like to schedule an inspirational retreat 

on the miraculous love of the Lord for people in pris-
on, and/or training for prison ministry/correspondence 
ministry, please contact OCPM. If someone in your 
parish is in prison or heading in that direction, please 
contact us so that we can do everything possible to help 
them in their spiritual journey.
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Forgotten No Longer
Father Stephen Powley

The Very Rev. Fr. Stephen 
Powley is a priest  
of the Antiochian  

Archdiocese of North 
America and serves as 

the Director for Orthodox 
Christian Prison Ministry. 
Fr. Stephen served as a 

Prison Chaplain for  
almost 26 years before 

retiring in August of 2010. 
You can reach him at  

frstephen@theocpm.org 
Orthodox Christian  

Prison Ministry
Post Office Box 1597
New York, NY 10025

www.theocpm.org
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sored over the years.
The entire Orthodox Church 

under the Standing Conference 
of Orthodox Bishops of Ameri-
ca (SCOBA) had no organized ve-
hicle for charity, until three priests, 
Fr. George Alexion, Fr. Basil Kissal, 
and Fr. Rados, met with Archbishop 
IAKOVOS, Chairman of SCOBA 
and Primate of the Greek Orthodox 
Church in America, with a proposal 
to create a department of charities 
similar to that of Catholic Chari-
ties. The concept was readily accept-
ed and eventually gave birth to the 
International Orthodox Christian 
Charities (IOCC). All Orthodox 
churches were encouraged to sup-
port the effort and today those in-
volved take pride in participating 
alongside other charities given to 
world relief. 

During his tenure as Spiritual Ad-
visor of the Midwest SOYO Region 
in Toledo, Ohio, the home of Arch-
bishop MICHAEL (Shaheen), Fr. 
George arranged for a meeting be-
tween Archbishops PHILIP (Saliba) 
and MICHAEL. After a cordial wel-
come at Shaheen’s home, gifts were 
exchanged. Their conversation lead to 
an agreement to begin a dialogue to 
end the long schism between Toledo 
and New York. Fr. George Rados and 
Fr. George S. Corey were assigned to 
represent New York, while Fr. John 

Estephan represented Toledo. 
Upon his transfer to the Washing-

ton parishes of St. George and Ss. 
Peter and Paul, he was privileged to 
sponsor the first Antiochian Patriar-
chal Convention in 1977, attend-
ed by Patriarch ELIAS IV, and the 
Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of Sayid-
na PHILIP’s Episcopacy in 1991, at-
tended by President George H. W. 
Bush. 

The crown jewel of Fr. George’s ca-
reer, however, is the founding of Ss. 
Peter and Paul of Potomac, Mary-
land. He found, built and adorned 
this most beautiful church of the 
Archdiocese, dedicated as a shrine to 
our forefathers that brought Antio-
chian Orthodoxy to America. God 
grant him many years.

ARCHPRIEST GHATTAS HAJAL 
 CELEBRATES 40 YEARS  

IN THE PRIESTHOOD & 25 YEARS
IN  OTTAWA

On Pentecost 2017, Archpriest 
Ghattas Hajal celebrated his 40th an-
niversary in the holy priesthood and 
his 25th anniversary as Pastor of St. 
Elias Antiochian Orthodox Cathe-
dral, Ottawa, Canada. His Grace 
Bishop THOMAS (Joseph), repre-
senting His Eminence Metropoli-
tan JOSEPH, presided over the cele-
bration.

A Gala Dinner was held following 
Festal Great Vespers on Saturday, 

June 3, at St. Elias Banquet Centre 
to honor Fr. Ghattas. In addition 
to His Grace Bishop THOMAS 
and clergy from various Orthodox 
and non-Orthodox churches, sev-
eral dignitaries attended the Gala: 
His Excellency Sami Haddad, chargé 
d’affaires of the Lebanese Embassy 
in Canada; His Worship Mayor Jim 
Watson, Mayor of Ottawa; the Hon-
orable Member of Parliament David 
McGuinty; the Honorable Member 
of the Provincial Parliament, John 
Fraser; City of Ottawa Councillors; 
and Mr. Roger David, Archdiocesan 
Chair of the Order of St. Ignatius. 
Fr. Ghattas was surrounded by his 
family, hundreds of friends and pa-
rishioners, and was surprised by the 
presence of his brother and nephew, 
who made a surprise trip from Leba-
non to attend this event. 

During the dinner, many spoke 
of Fr. Ghattas’ accomplishments 
and work in Ottawa. The Mayor of 
Ottawa highlighted his granting to 
Fr. Ghattas the City Builder Award, 
which he received a week earlier. 
The Parish also presented Fr. Ghat-
tas with a stained glass window of 
St. John the Baptist for his health, 
which will be installed at the Cathe-
dral. A replica of the icon was pre-
sented to Fr. Ghattas by Fr. Nektar-
ios Najjar, Assistant Pastor, and Mr. 
George Hanna, President of the Par-
ish Council, on behalf of the Parish.

The highlight of the night came 
from His Excellency General Michel 
Aoun, President of the Lebanese Re-
public, who delegated to Mr. Sami 
Haddad the honor of bestowing 
upon Fr. Ghattas “The National Or-
der of the Cedar – Knight Grade,” 
a prestigious Lebanese medal given 
by the President to worthy Lebanese 
citizens.

Moreover, two books were 
 published in the occasion. The 
first was entitled The Philosophical 
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KHOURIA STEFANIE YOVA YAZGE

Khouria Dr. Stefanie Yova Yazge 
suddenly fell asleep in the Lord on 
the morning of June 29, 2017, the 
Feast of Ss. Peter and Paul. Kh. Ste-
fanie is the wife of Very Rev. Fr. An-
thony Yazge, Director of the Antio-
chian Village Camp. They have three 
children: Matthew, Mark and Alexis.

His Eminence Metropolitan 
 JOSEPH, the Diocesan Bishops, 
the Board of Trustees, all the or-
ganizations, and all the clergy and 
the faithful of the Archdiocese offer 
their condolences to the Yazge and 
Yova families.

Kh. Stefanie was born and raised 
in Akron, Ohio, growing up in the 
parish of the Presentation of Our 
Lord, in the Romanian Episcopate 
(Orthodox Church in America). She 

is the daughter of the late Protodea-
con Paul and Silvia Yova. Her sister 
Valerie is the parish administrator 
and director of music at St. Athana-
sius Antiochian Orthodox Church 
in Goleta, California. Her brother 
Gregory is the founder of Project 
Mexico and St. Innocent Orphanage.

Kh. Stefanie earned her Bachelor’s 
degree from Miami (Ohio) Univer-
sity, a Master of Arts degree from St. 
Vladimir’s Seminary, and a Doctor-
ate from Union Institute & Univer-
sity (Cincinnati) in 2012. Dr. Yazge 
taught theology at Seton Hill Uni-
versity and St. Vincent College, fol-
lowing ten years on the faculty of 
St. Mary-of-the-Woods College in 
 Indiana.

She wrote a number of articles, 
and has a chapter on St. Paula 

and the order of wid-
ows in Volume 2 of 
 Encountering Women of 
Faith. Kh. Stefanie also 
made many presenta-
tions, including the 
Mother Alexandra Me-
morial Lecture at the 
Monastery of the Trans-
figuration in Ellwood 
City, Pennsylvania, at 
the Virginia Festival of 
the Book, and the Huff-
ington Ecumenical In-
stitute at Loyola Mary-
mount University in 
Los Angeles, California.

Kh. Stefanie also 
served as Committee 
Co ordinator for the 
annual Pan-Orthodox 
Clergy Wives Week-
end held at the Antio-
chian Village. She di-
rected the choir at St. 
Michael the Archangel 
Antiochian Orthodox 

Church in Greensburg, Pennsylva-
nia, and served in the Publications 
Department of the Archdiocese.

FATHER GEORGE RADOS  
RETIRES AT 81

After a long and historic journey 
as an Antiochian Orthodox priest 
for 55 years, Fr. George Rados, on 
account of his health and age, de-
cided that it was time to bask in his 
memories. He was ordained by the 
late beloved Archbishop ANTONY 
(Bashir) of blessed memory in 1961. 
For the first time in the history of 
the church in the United States, 
all Antiochian theological students 
were brought together at the Holy 
Cross Greek Orthodox Academy 
in Boston, Massachusetts. There, 
he received his bachelors of Arts in 
Theology. He then returned to his 
hometown, where he studied and 
received another degree in teaching 
at Malone College.

Fr. George married the late Jac-
queline Tomey in 1960 and was ap-
pointed pastor of St. George Or-
thodox Church in Terre Haute, 
Indiana, in February of 1961. In the 
following years they would have five 
sons: George, Mark, David, Chris-
topher, and Paul. 

During his tenure in Terre Haute 
he assumed national directorship of 
Project Loving Care, a charitable or-
ganization for Palestinian children. 
Fr. George expanded the program 
by introducing it to the Antiochian 
Archdiocese through its organiza-
tions. Because of its rapid growth, 
however, Fr. George was solicited 
to begin a similar program in Leb-
anon, which came to be known as 
the Children’s Relief Fund. Both 
programs are still in existence today, 
and those involved take great pride 
in the thousands of children spon-
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heen Jr., died July 9, 2017, at age 81.
Jack’s mother, Nazara, a Lebanese 

immigrant, worked as a janitress at 
the local school. When your moth-
er is one of the best persons on the 
planet and has a role that is invisible 
to others, then you are sensitized. No 
one was invisible to Jack. They were 
all visible and valued. You didn’t 
have to be Jack’s friend to be the re-
cipient of his smile, a friendly joke or 
a handshake. He was always bright-
ening other peoples’ days. Security 
guards, shop assistants, airport staff, 
the person standing next to him in 
the line at Barnes & Noble – they 
were all candidates for his twinkling 
blue eyes. He loved getting to know 
someone new, and people loved it, 
too, because they recognized that his 
interest in them was genuine and en-
tirely benevolent. For Jack, every in-
dividual was a unique person worthy 
of being known. He never confused 
a person’s occupation or financial 
position in life with his or her value.

It may have come as a surprise to 
those who did not know him better 
that this man with the bright smile 
was also an internationally recog-
nized humanitarian and scholar. 
A proud U.S. Army veteran, Jack 
earned degrees from the Carnegie 
Institute of Technology, Pennsylva-
nia State University, and the Uni-
versity of Missouri. He retired as 
Emeritus Professor at the Univer-
sity of Southern Illinois Edwards-
ville. Most recently, Jack was a Dis-
tinguished Visiting Scholar at New 
York University‘s Asian/Pacific/
American Institute and the Hagop 
Kevorkian Center for Near Eastern 
Studies. Jack was blessed to receive 
recognition of his work during his 
lifetime. He was the recipient of two 
Fulbright teaching awards, the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania’s Janet Lee 
Stevens Award, the American Arab 
Anti-Discrimination Committee’s 

Lifetime Achievement Award, the 
Archangel Michael Award (from the 
Greek Orthodox church), and the 
Ellis Island Medal of Honor.

During his years as Professor of 
mass communications at University 
of Southern Illinois at Edwardsville, 
he pioneered an entirely new area of 
research, rigorously documenting 
and challenging the images of Ar-
abs and Muslim in American media. 
Jack regularly discussed media ste-
reotypes on national programs and 
networks such as CNN, MSNBC, 
National Public Radio, Nightline, 
Good Morning America, 48 Hours, 
and The Today Show. He served as 
a consultant with motion picture 
and television companies such as 
DreamWorks, Warner Brothers, 
Hanna-Barbera Productions, and 
Showtime. He wrote scores of op-ed 
pieces for newspapers, and contrib-
uted more than three hundred arti-
cles to feature magazine in the ma-
jor U.S. and international venues. 
He gave over one thousand lectures 
throughout the U.S. and on three 
continents. His print publications 
include The Survival of Public Broad-
casting (1973), Nuclear War Films 
(1978), The TV Arab (1984), Arab 
and Muslim Stereotyping in American 
Popular Culture (1997), Guilty: Hol-
lywood’s Verdict on Arabs after 9/11 
(2008), the award-winning Reel Bad 
Arabs: How Hollywood Vilifies a Peo-
ple (2001, 2009), which the Media 
Education Foundation produced as 
a video documentary in 2006, and 
A is for Arab: Archiving Stereotypes in 
U.S. Popular Culture (2012). He has 
contributed more than forty chap-
ters to textbooks.

This man with the gentle soul and 
pure heart had an uncommon perse-
verance and certainty of purpose. He 
knew when he was right. He stood 
by his values. His determination and 
courage never failed. As a champion 

of fair treatment of Arabs and Mus-
lims, and, most importantly, by his 
personal example, Jack was a role 
model and inspiration. He has acted 
as mentor to countless young men 
and women. In 2012, Jack donated 
his extensive research collection of 
nearly 3,000 motion pictures and 
television programs, toys, posters and 
other material to New York Univer-
sity. They may now be found as the 
The Jack G. Shaheen Collection on 
Arabs in U.S. Film and Television at 
the NYU Tamiment Library & Rob-
ert F. Wagner Labor Archives, Hagop 
Kevorkian Center for Near Eastern 
Studies, and Asian/Pacific/American 
Institute. The Jack G & Bernice M. 
Shaheen Endowed Media Scholar-
ship Fund at CAAP was also estab-
lished to support media scholars. The 
scholarship, which to date has had 
70 recipients, secures the continuous 
support of increased educational op-
portunities for Arab-American stu-
dents majoring in mass communica-
tions, journalism and film.

Jack was a family man. He was a 
dedicated and loving husband to his 
wife, Bernice, for 51 beautiful years. 
Jack loved Hilton Head Island, his 
adopted home since 1995, where he 
took strolls on the beach and on Port 
Royal Plantation. A man of faith, 
Jack was proud of his Orthodox 
Christian roots and attended servic-
es at Holy Resurrection Greek Or-
thodox Church in Bluffton, South 
Carolina. 

He was and continues to be a 
hero to his daughter Michele and 
son Michael, who have been nur-
tured on his seemingly bottomless 
supply of love, understanding and 
wisdom. He welcomed Robert and 
Monika, his son- and daughter-in-
law, as his own, becoming their dear 
friend and confidant. He leaves four 
adored granddaughters: Julie, Lau-
ren, Camilla and Veronica.
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 Theology of Archpriest Ghattas Hajal, 
by Dr. Nawal Sayegh, Ph.D. The 
second was A Reflection and Appre-
ciation of Archpriest Ghattas Hajal’s 
40 Years in the Priesthood. 

The celebration continued on Sun-
day morning with a Hierarchal Di-
vine Liturgy, followed by the kneel-
ing prayers, for the feast of Pentecost. 
Following the Liturgy, the parish held 
a luncheon in which parishioners ex-
pressed their love to Fr. Ghattas, and 
many officers of the Church orga-
nization spoke of their relationship 
with Fr. Ghattas and what they have 
learnt from him over the years.

Many speeches and videos pre-
sented by both Father’s small and 
bigger family reflected his ministry 
and love for Christ and His flock. As 
the Church School Choir angelically 
chanted, we also do chant and say, 
“God Grant you many years!”

BISHOP JOHN DEDICATES  
NEW CHURCH IN SILVER SPRING, 

 MARYLAND

The people of St. Gregory the 
Great Parish in Silver Spring, Mary-
land, were blessed to have His Grace 
Bishop JOHN with us on Sun-
day, May 21, to dedicate our new 
church. Following Matins, we began 

the Western Rite dedication service 
outside, with Psalms and prayers. 
While we processed around the en-
tire building, Sayidna sprinkled holy 
water on the outer walls. When we 
entered the building singing the Lit-
any of the Saints, invoking the in-
tercessions of the Theotokos, the 
Apostles, Martyrs, Missionaries, and 
all the Saints, the bishop blessed the 
interior walls of the chapel and the 
altar. Our new home has now been 
“baptized” for worship and fellow-
ship in Christ’s name. The morning 
continued with the ordination of 
Reader Kevin Shahrokhi to the rank 
of Sub-deacon and the celebration 
of Mass (Divine Liturgy). Bishop 
JOHN remained in the Washington 

area for several more days and pre-
sented a retreat for the local Ortho-
dox clergy association. 

It is a blessing finally to be in our 
new home. Almost two years ago, 
we sold our previous building in 
Washington, D.C. and purchased a 
single-family residence on two acres 
of land in Silver Spring, Maryland. 
The property had great promise for 
our growth, but converting only a 
portion of the old house for church 
use took much longer than expect-
ed. There were several “detours,” 
and we were limited in our scope by 
county rules and regulations and by 
property lines that divided our land 
into three parts. These issues ulti-
mately delayed and reduced our al-
ready modest plans, while the cost 
more than doubled. Even so, we 
were able to convert some space in 
the house into our new chapel, pave 
a small parking area, and save much 
of the beautiful landscape surround-
ing us, giving us room to expand in 
the future.

We look forward to many years of 
parish life in this beautiful place. We 
are grateful to Bishop JOHN for his 
pastoral oversight for St. Gregory’s 
and for all the Western Rite parishes.

JACK SHAHEEN

Pittsburgh native and member of 
St. George Cathedral, Jack G. Sha-
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SHARING THE FAITH
“This then, is our task: to  educate 
ourselves and our children in 
 godliness.”  St. John Chrysostom

BELOVED BROTHERS
AND SISTERS,

 I have always loved September. 
The Fall colors fascinate me, and 

look especially bright against the dark storm clouds. And 
the windy days, the “winds of change,” make me wonder 
what’s coming next. I like new beginnings, and September 
has always signaled a new “year” for me. 

One change I would like to make for my spiritual growth is 
covered very well in a quote I came upon while reviewing 
our teacher’s blog on WordPress. The quote is from the 
review of the book, Orthodox Christian Parenting: Culti-
vating God’s Creation (Zoe Press, 2012). Kristina quotes 
from a section by Fr. Artemy Vladimirov.

“We very much pity those Orthodox Christians who think 
that the best rest for their exhausted soul is to watch tele-
vision news. This isn’t a bad thing, perhaps, but it’s a dead 
thing. You may spend all of the earthly time you have been 
allotted with such distractions, but you will never be at 
peace. If you want to calm your mind and ease your heart, 
try calling instead on the most holy name of Jesus Christ, 
without haste and with only one intent: to attract His atten-
tion and repent of your sins.

“Try taking a walk for ten minutes as you invoke his mira-
cle-working name, and you will see spiritual profit. Begin 
in a simple, humble manner, ‘O Lord Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on me, a sinner.’ You may even do this somewhat 
mechanically, knowing that this tradition has been sancti-
fied by generations of saints, but as you walk and pray, 
try not to think of anything else. Just walk in the presence 
of God.

“In these ten minutes, you will find that your fevered mind 
is soothed, that the noisy bazaar of your thoughts has be-
come light, clear, and direct…” (p. 201).

Needless to say, my cell phones will be left at home. Dur-
ing this season of beauty, of leaves rustling underfoot and 
windy, warm weather, I pray you and I will choose to walk 
instead of flop, and pray to quiet our minds. There is no 
greater gift than the peace of the Lord, and the corre-
sponding joy. We need this for ourselves, and we need to 
be able to give this to our children.

Every time I look at our blogs I am inspired and impressed. 
A terrific amount of research goes into this work, especial-
ly the eight-week topics each Spring and Fall. 

Continuing Education Every Day. The blog pages of our 
Social Networking Ministry are the continuing education 
and inspiration that the Department offers to both teach-
ers, and parents. If you are not using these resources, 
make this a change for this new school year – put them on 
your bookmark tab! You can search for a topic, or choose 
from the list on the right side of the page. (There are 59 
topics on the teacher’s blog page!) The Facebook pages 
coordinate with these, offering smaller, daily postings.

A few other items: Our website has back-to-school ar-
ticles new and old, such as “Guidelines for Church Eti-
quette,” “Including Art in the Sunday School Classroom,” 
and “Helping Children Participate in the Divine Liturgy.” 
For Parents, we have made PDFs of “prayer cards” that 
you can place around the house, as part of our focus on 
prayer. Articles on praying with your children are also on 
the website.

New Offerings. As a response to the Netflix series “13 
Reasons Why,” that has teen suicide as the storyline, 
FaithTree Ministries in conjunction with Dr. Philip Mamala-
kis, has provided a free download, a book entitled, “13 
Reasons. Why We Must Engage with Our Teens.” It is 
available at faithtree.org/13reasons.

We have learned that children’s books from Ancient Faith 
Publishing are now also in digital format and available at a 
discount from orthodoxchristianebooks.com. 

Also, one of the many good blogs by orthodox mothers 
is written by Sarah Wright. I would like to recommend it, 
and her “Becoming a Family of Prayer” Course, found at 
http://www.orthodoxmotherhood.com/.

Let’s resolve to make good changes this September, that, 
with the help of the Holy Spirit, we will seek the quiet and 
peace we need to know Our Lord, and His joy. May you all 
be blessed abundantly this new year!

Carole A. Buleza, Director

MEMORY ETERNAL, CATHERINE SULLIVAN
We are saddened to announce 
the passing of Elaine Victoria Sulli-
van (“Catherine”) on April 7, 2017, in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, after cou-
rageously battling cancer for many 
years. Catherine worked in Christian 
Education in New York, and then as 
an Associate of the Department when 
she lived in North Carolina. Catherine 
initiated “The Mustard Seed” web-
site for small church schools and 

taught at various events, including The  Orthodox Insti-
tute at Antiochian Village. She was a member of All Saints 
Church in Raleigh. Catherine is survived by one sister, 
 Julie Chase, of Dallas, Texas. In lieu of  flowers, donations 
can be made to Carolina’s Ovarian Cancer Fund.

DEPARTMENTAL NOTES
KNOWING YOUR FAITH
Teachers + Parents (Working Together) = Children Know-
ing the Faith.

In most parishes, children do not come regularly and 
teachers wonder, “Just what did I accomplish this year?” 
This program, based on the OCEC publication for Grade 
8, The Way, The Truth, and The Life, was created to rem-
edy the situation. The educational standards found in 
the text have been cross-referenced with the lessons of 
the OCEC texts for 
Grades K-5. Rep-
etition is key to the 
success of the pro-
gram. The students 
should review the 
questions and an-
swer regularly. Ma-
terials are provided 
for teachers and 
parents. 

I have “mandated” 
that churches us-
ing the OCEC texts 
also implement this 
program. Our chil-
dren need to know 
their faith. Parents 
bear the responsibility for educating their children, and 
thankfully we have teachers to assist in the effort. Let’s 
have children who are confident in their knowledge of 
God and salvation! Find the program at Antiochian.org/
christianeducation>Curriculum.

AODCE SOCIAL NETWORKING MINISTRY
To nurture the children God has placed in our care! 

Greetings!

For Parents this Fall, postings 
will come from the excellent new 
book, Parenting Toward the King-
dom (Ancient Faith Publishing) by 
Dr. Philip Mamalakis. He shares his 
knowledge as a psychologist and 

the experiences of intentional parenting that he and his 

wife, Georgia have successfully practiced with their sev-
en children. For Teachers, the topic is The Liturgical Year.

Kristina Wenger, Staff Assistant for Social Network Ministry

The Orthodox Baby Homecoming blog will explore the 
developmental needs of infants and toddlers as they re-
late to faith formation. The book that will be used is Foun-
dations of Christian Education, by Dr. John Boojamra, 
former Director of the Department of Christian Education.

Maria Himes

Church School Directors, thank 
you for your efforts in once again 
getting your Church Schools into 
a new year. On our Facebook 
page, learn about planning back-
to-school events such as Blessing 
of the Backpacks, and be sure to 
participate in online group discus-
sions of the book, “Christian Edu-

cation in the Small Membership Church.” Sample agen-
das for staff meetings will soon be available. Updates to 
“The Mustard Seed,” (the small-church-school website) 
are in progress. Beginning in September, my interviews 
with Directors across our Archdiocese will be featured on 
the “Especially for Directors,” section of antiochian.org/
christianeducation. My first interview is with Rebekah Yer-
go of St. John Chrysostom Church, York, Pennsylvania. 
To suggest topics, share a resource, and discuss post-
ings contact me, Anna-Sarah, at aodce.csdirectors@
gmail.com.

Anna-Sarah Farha

At Facebook.com
Orthodoxchristianparenting
Orthodoxchristiansundaychurchschoolteachers
Orthodoxchristianchurchschooldirectors

At WordPress.com
Orthodoxchristianparenting
Orthodoxchristianchurchschoolteachers
Orthodoxbabyhomecoming

www.pinterest.com/aodce

Creative Festivals
“They continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.” 

This year’s theme scripture, from Acts 2:42, beautifully il-
lustrates how the way we worship today was based on 
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the earliest Christian worship that has been handed down 
to us from ancient times. Through the lesson plans and an 
original theme song provided by the Department, the stu-
dents will be able to make the living connection between 
our Antiochian Orthodox Church and the original Christian 
community that followed the teachings of our Lord and 
Savior,  Jesus Christ. As Acts 11:26 states, “The disciples 
were first called Christians in Antioch.” The early Christians 
met in fellowship and prayer, and broke bread together, 
partaking of the Eucharist, as we do today. They also took 
care of one another, just as we should. The students will 
come to understand that we are modern day disciples of 
Christ, who can be witnesses of the Faith and help bring 
others into the Church.

Rosemary Shumski,
Departmental Assistant for the Creative Festivals

EVENT UPDATES
The Department of Christian Education will offer at least 
two Teacher Training II (TTII) courses this fall. Teacher 
Training II is divided into elementary and middle school/
high school sessions. Each cover techniques and tools 
appropriate to the ages you are teaching. Classes include 
“Enriching the Classroom Experience,” “Child Develop-
ment and the Exceptional Learner,” and “Creative Expres-
sions, Adolescent Needs and Moral Issues.”

St. Paul Orthodox Church, Brier, WA, will host and 
sponsor a TTII session on Saturday, September 9. 

St. Elias Orthodox Cathedral, Ottawa, ON, will host 
and sponsor a TTII session on Saturday, September 23. 

St. Elias Orthodox Church in Arvada, CO, has a Teach-
er Training I workshop in the planning stages. The Teach-
er Training I courses are “Overview of Orthodoxy,” “Intro-
duction to Teaching,” and “Curriculum & Resources.”This 
event will benefit both new and experienced teachers. 
More details will be available on our website. 

Carole Buleza will present “Sharing the Faith: Heart to 
Heart,” at the annual Pan-Orthodox Women’s Retreat in 
Calgary, Alberta on September 15–17.

Watch our website for more information if you would like 
to attend. For more information, please contact Leslie 
Atherholt at aodce.events@gmail.com. You will be put in 
touch with the coordinator at each venue.

Leslie Atherholt 
Staff Assistant for Special Projects and Website

THE LITURGICAL YEAR AND
ELECTRONIC MONITORS
By Robert Snyder

When I was very young, before I could read, my mother 
gave me books with picture puzzles in them. There were 
things hidden in the picture. One picture was different 
from the other four. How? I loved those visual puzzles and 
pictures. As I grew older, my love for visual symbols and 
pictures continued. At around the age of 22, I was intro-
duced to Eastern Orthodoxy and its rich tradition of ico-
nography. It was a visual feast to someone who grew up 
in austere Protestant churches! 

I quickly learned 
that icons are 
not arbitrary or 
decorative; but, 
substantive, re-
flecting the life 
of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, His 
Church, the lives 
of the saints and two thousand years of Church history. 
Icons are windows to sacred events, miracles, champions 
of faith and heaven. Icons and the liturgical year are part 
of a broad range of experiences in the Orthodox Church 
which involve the whole person – touching, hearing, tast-
ing, smelling, seeing, feeling. All work together in a sym-
phony to convey faith from one generation to the next. 

It is in line with this rich visual Orthodox tradition of ico-
nography, the liturgical year, and modeling of our lives 
on those of the saints that the electronic monitor project 
began. First there was a blank space. In the Orthodox 
Church blank spaces beg to be filled. In this case, the 
space was on the wall near the hallway to the hall and the 
Church School rooms. It was the place where people con-
gregated before and after Church. Why not provide them 
with a little education while they stand around? 

While preparing education material for the Department of 
Christian Education, and because of my love for the vi-
sual, I found a wealth of iconographic images available on 
the Internet to enrich lesson plans. It occurred to me, that 
these same images could be provided on a big screen 
monitor with a brief explanation of the saint, the event, 
parable or miracle being written in the icon – an out-of-
the-classroom Christian education experience!

As our pastor liked the idea, it was presented to several 
people in the Church. There were some who opposed it – 
it’s not in keeping with the Church, too commercial, a bad 
idea – but the positive voices prevailed. One parishioner 
offered to purchase the monitor and another offered to in-
stall it. A seminary graduate and iconographer offered to 
put together a library of icons with a description of what 

the icon portrayed, and the project was on its way.

One of the goals of the project, besides education on par-
ticular icons, is to broaden this instruction with the experi-
ential learning of the liturgical year. The liturgical calendar, 
when understood, can have a powerful impact on the lives 
of believers. In the words of Friedrich Heiler, a Protestant 
theologian writing about the Orthodox Church, “Its Litur-
gical Year is … a sermon on the mystery of divine love, 
and the sermon is preached in words more powerful and 
sublime than any that could come from the mouth of any 
preacher.”

In order to present the liturgical year, the Gospel reading 
for that Sunday and the corresponding icon are used. The 
image of the icon is brought up on the monitor; some-
times it is the life of a saint, sometimes a parable, some-
times a miracle, and sometimes a feast day. Each week 
the image changes. Each week a new piece of the story of 
the Church is presented for anyone standing in the church 
lobby. Each week is another note in the tune of the liturgi-
cal year. 

Christian edu-
cation can take 
place anywhere 
and at any time. 
In fact, the less 
Christian edu-
cation looks like 
the classroom, 
the better. The 

technological breakthroughs of the last couple of decades 
are a terrific opportunity to spread our Eastern Orthodox 
Christian faith. Our rich tradition of iconography, music, 
writing and Church traditions lends itself to be shared on 
social media in a variety of creative way. The Orthodox 
Church is not static, but dynamic. Let’s take advantage 
of the opportunities technology presents for Christian 
 education. 

As a side benefit, the monitor plays another role for our 
parish. Since its installation, our priest of thirty-five years 
went on to life eternal. A tribute to his life was created 
and presented on the monitor. This year our church is 
celebrating its 100th anniversary. Each month the moni-
tor presents the history of various aspects of the church 
– Parish Council, our Priests, our Church School, Youth, 
Women’s Organization. Now, those who opposed the 
idea like it very much.

Robert Snyder is the Diocesan Coordinator for the Dio-
cese of Toledo and the Midwest, and a parishioner of St. 
George Church, Akron, Ohio.

DIOCESAN 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 COORDINATORS

 Eastern Dioceses
Fr. George Alberts, 203.798.1771, frgeocar@sbcglobal.net

Toledo and the Midwest
Robert Snyder, 330.285-3688, bobsny1107@aol.com

Ottawa, Eastern Canada, Upstate New York
Fr. Christopher Rigden-Briscall, 519.807.2986,

xcsaviour123@gmail.com

Wichita and Mid-America
Vasiliki Billie Oldziey, 512.694.7073, vasiliki1@cox.net

Worcester and New England
Kh. Anna Timko-Hughes, 978.686.3274, matannah@aol.com

Miami and the Southeast
Anna-Sarah Farha, 901.409.8059, aodce.csdirectors@gmail.com

Los Angeles and the West and also
Eagle River and the Northwest

(Carole Buleza, 717.747.5221, aodc@aol.com)

Sharing the Faith

http://www.antiochianevents.com 

Hosted by St. Philip Church, Souderton, PA  
St. George Church, Upper Darby, PA and 
Holy Ascension Mission, West Chester, PA 
 

JUNE 27-JULY 1, 2018 

Dioceses of Oakland/Charleston & 
New York/Washington D.C.  

PLC  
@AV

Antiochian Village Conference & Retreat Center    Ligonier, PA 

INFO & REGISTRATION: 

  Bible Studies 
  Fellowship 
  Spiritual Growth 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
ATMOSPHERE 
PRICING! 
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Hope 

 

Hope is the “real” gift you give that provides a needed “hand up” to  
the lives of those struggling to provide the basic necessities for their children and families.  

The Order of St. Ignatius Supports 
IOCC International Orthodox Christian Charities 
Syrian Relief Fund 

Act Of Faith 
Rooted In Love &  
Compassion 
 
All the way back to our earliest 
years as a child we are taught to 
share with others, especially those 
less fortunate.  When we share, 
we give up what we believe to be 
control in our lives and put our 
faith in God that He will provide 
for our needs in abundance.  
Through your financial commit-
ment you are allowing God to 
work through you for the benefit 
of others.  Your gift to the Order 
is an expression of love and   
compassion for countess lives and 
most importantly  … it is an act of 
Faith. 

A Sacrifice 
Immeasurable In Its  
Capacity 

 
To sacrifice for one another is to 
love.  Deciding to “do without” 
for the benefit of someone you 
don’t know is the beginning of a 
true    sacrifice.  Your sacrifice 
helps a struggling family send 
their children to camp enabling 
them to experience God's world 
if only for two weeks.  It provides 
reassurance to a new parish, that 
it can meet its monthly financial           
obligations and continue its 
ministry.  As a member of the 
Order you may consider your 
sacrifice to be small, but it is im-
measurable in its capacity to 
change people’s lives. 

Infinite In Its Effect 

Making A Difference         
Together 
 
You annual gift, less than the 
cost of your daily cup of  coffee, 
is merely a drop of water in a 
vast ocean of need.  However, 
the ripple from your gift never 
ends.  It expands to enrich the 
lives of our youth strengthening 
their hearts and minds as future 
leaders of the Faith.  It      multi-
plies to help care for our   re-
tired clergy and our       devoted 
seminarians.  The ripple from 
your annual or lifetime gift 
touches the lives of so many that 
you would never have been able 
to reach alone. 

The 3 Tenets & Governing Principle  
Of The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch 

Let no man's place, or dignity, or riches, puff him up; and let no man's low condition or poverty abase him. 
For the chief points are faith towards God, hope towards Christ, the enjoyment of those good things for 

which we look, and love towards God and our neighbor. 
- Saint Ignatius of Antioch 


