February 9th

Nicephoros the Martyr of Antioch
Stichera at "O Lord, | have cried"

Byzantine Tone 2
Special Melody: When he took thee Adapted by Dn. John El Massih
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suf - fer - ings most ven - 'ra - Dble, 0] Mar - tyr
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blest of God, thou most faith - ful - ly didst pre-serve
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sum of  both the Proph - ets and the Law.
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For this cause, thine end - ing was bless - ed,
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and thou now dost  stand n the pres - ence
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of the Source of Love, O wise Ni - ceph - o - ros
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2) Thou  dost bow thy neck un - to_ thy God, un - to Whom all
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things bow the knee,__ O most won-drous Mar - tyr of Christ,
f)
e
\\Jj | o o o
as thy head is sev - ered, thou art sep - a -
@ - - 5
Q) ~— N—T1 il
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yet thou art u - it - ed un - to Christ, the
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Head  of all, by thine ex - ceed - ing_ mind.
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Where -  fore, be - ing  nigh to His light now,
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ask that we may all be en - light - ened,
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as we sing thy prais - es, O Ni - ceph - o - ros.
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3) With thy  streams of blood poured out for Christ, thou, O wise Ni -
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e -ceph - 0o - ros, tru - ly hast cleansed and hal - lowed thé earth;
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with thy spir - it, thou hast glad - dened the pure
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spir - its of the dread bod - 1 - less hosts on high;
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thou al - so hast bright -  ened all the Mar - tyrs'
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and as an m - vin - ¢ - ble Mar - tyr,
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as thou ev - er pray - est un - to_ God  for us.
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