May 7th
Commemoration of the Precious Cross that appeared

in the sky over Jerusalem in 351 A.D

Stichera at "O Lord, | have cried"
Byzantine Chant Tone 4

Special melody: Thou who wast called from on high Adapted by Fr. John El Massih
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1) The god - ly ranks___  of the faith-ful are ex - ul - tant,
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for to - day a  heav - 'mly Cross is seen through-out the world.
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Gleam-ing with light un - ap-proach -a - ble, the heav - en shin - eth;
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bright is the air,  fair__ the face of all the  earth;
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sing - ing god - ly songs, the Church of Christ doth ven - er - ate
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and hon - or that which pro - tect - eth her with strength from Heav - en,
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the most di - vine and ex - ceed - ing  won - drous Cross;
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and  with its pow - er strength-ened and made firm,
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May 7th - Commemoration of the Precious Cross in the Sky - Stichera at "O Lord, | have cried" - 2
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we draw  nigh to the Mas - ter and cry a - loud:
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Grant Thy  peace to the whole world
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and il - lu - min - ate our souls, @) Lord.
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2)Like an ex - ceed - ing - ly great and hon-ored lad -  der,
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on this day the glo - ri - ous and pre - cious Cross is  seen,
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and lead - eth up from thé earth be - low un - to the Heav -ens
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them that re - vere it with firm  un - doubt - ing faith.
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All  the na - tions now are glad and ar - dent - ly nmake haste
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and the di - vine form

to ho -1ly Bap-tis - m filled with joy;
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of all the Church___ is ar - rayed fair as a bride;
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for that which once_ the Jews strove much to hide
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shin - eth high in the heav - en with  splen - did light
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and it might - 1 - ly sav - - - eth
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those  who flee to it with fer - vent faith.
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3)Let all cre - a - tion re - joice and leap with glad - ness;
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for the Cross hath flashed like light - ning on the world to - day
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and out of heav-en en - light - en - eth all things up - on earth,
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u - nit - ing things that _ were  set at var - 1 - ance.
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Mor - tal men to - day re - joice with An - gels' ho - ly choirs;
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all things are clear - ly joined in - to one; for by the Lord's Cross,
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the mid - dle wall of par - ti - tion is de - stroyed.
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Now doth  the Cross shine bright - er than the sun,
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cheer - ing all of cre - a - tion with beams of  grace,
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while en - light - 'ning and sav - - - ing
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them that hon - or it with faith and love.
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