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Metropolitan Joseph Requests Prayers and
"Earthquake Appeal" Gifts for Mexico

Leave-taking of the Elevation of the Honorable and Life-giving Cross
Beloved in Christ,
With Archpastoral love, I embrace all of you – my brother hierarchs, reverend clergy, and Christloving
faithful. Once again, I write to you in the midst of tragedy, witnessing the results of the devastating
earthquake that struck our brothers and sisters in Mexico. As the Apostle Paul wrote to the
Corinthians, when "one member suffers, all the members suffer with it."
When I reflect on the heartrending disasters of the last several weeks, I take heart that we have been
commemorating the Universal Exaltation of the Precious and Life-giving Cross. As we raise on high
the Cross, we remember the sacrificial love of our Lord Jesus Christ. We remember how He
transfigured that instrument of cruel torture and death into a "weapon of peace and trophy
invincible." We remember that the tears of mourning shed by the Ointment Bearing Women were
transformed into inexpressible joy on the morning of Pascha.
As the Body of Christ, we do not lose hope in the face of suffering. Armed with the power of the Lifegiving Cross, we follow the example of our Lord in our offering of sacrificial love to those in need, and
in our co-working with Him, transfiguring life's crosses into moments of grace-filled reconciliation
between God and humanity, humanity and creation.
With all of the images of human suffering we have seen, let us not become desensitized to yet one
more tragedy. Let us, taking our strength from this feast, renew our commitment to sacrificial and cosuffering love. Once again, I ask for your generosity towards our suffering brothers and sisters in
Mexico. Once again, I ask you to offer fervent prayers on behalf of the suffering. We will have a
special collection this Sunday – please mark the memo of your check with "Earthquake Appeal."
As your Father in Christ, I have every confidence we will share the love and peace, hope and joy of our
Savior during these trying times. Please assured of my own fervent, heartfelt prayers on behalf of all of
you.
Your Father in Christ,
+JOSEPH
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America

To view Metropolitan Joseph's letter in PDF format click
here: http://antiochian.org/sites/default/files/2017-0921_letter_from_his_eminence_metropolitan_joseph_regarding_the_earthquake_in_mexico.pdf

Lessons of Orthodoxy: St. Romanos the Melodist
The following excerpt is taken from an article entitled ‘St. Romanos the Melodist ' from the Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese of North America’s online library.

Romanos, a Syrian Christian, born in Edessa (Homs), Syria, lived in the beginning of the 6th century...
Church legend has it that during this time, Romanos’ voice was quite harsh and rasping and he was
also tone deaf. It is said that the congregation cringed at hearing his voice. It was in the Church of the
Most Holy Theotokos in the Blachernae quarter of Constantinople, that he received the gift of sacred
poetry. After a religious retreat there, in his sleep on Christmas eve, he saw a vision of the Most Holy
Theotokos who told him not to despair. Blessing him with her right hand, she held forth a scroll with
her left hand, saying, “Take the scroll and eat it.” The saint, in his dream, opened his mouth and
swallowed the parchment. It was Christmas Day, and immediately he awakened and marveled and
glorified God. According to an account by Poulos, the service commenced as usual and when it came
time for the voice of Romanos to be heard, the participants braced themselves for the accustomed
cacophony that would ensue. Then, mounting the pulpit in the church, Romanos began the strains of
his kontakion: Today the Virgin gives birth to the one who is above all living things. But when the tone
rolled across the church like the sound of a heavenly angel, the stunned listeners stood transfixed.
When he had finished, the confused priest signaled him to continue and once again the resonant voice
reverberated in the house of God. Then it dawned on one and all that a miracle had occurred. He was
now hailed as the “Melodist”…
His talent was great. Unlike others, he wrote his hymns in simple language and produced a pleasant
meter in the verse by the way he accented words. Most scholars agree that he wrote in the colloquial
idiom (common language) of his time. The hymns he composed appealed to the hearts of the people,
and are still sung today. Romanos has been called "Sweet Singer" (Glykophonos), "Melodist"
(Melodos), and "Righteous Chanter" (Psaltis Dhikeosinis). There is no evidence that he was ever
ordained to the priesthood or served in a monastery or ever held an official appointment in the
Emperor’s court....
Romanos died in peace on October 1st (555 AD) and is buried in the Church of the Theotokos, in
Constantinople, where his feast is still celebrated... Within a few decades after his death, Romanos was
canonized and venerated in Byzantium and Armenia and after the 9th century, in Russia. His icon
pictures him in the white robes of a young deacon.

To learn more about St. Romanos and Church Hymnography, please visit the Antiochian
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America’s online library:
http://antiochian.org/node/22677

St. Mary's during September
Bp. Thomas visits St. Mary's and ordains of
Sdn. Hilarion, September 8
To mark the occasion of our Patronal Feast Day, the Nativity of the Theotokos,
Saint Mary’s had the honor of welcoming His Grace Bishop Thomas to our parish
from Wednesday, September 6 to Friday, September 8. The commemoration and
celebration began Wednesday evening with a Paraklesis service presided over by
Bishop Thomas. Following Paraklesis, His Grace met with the Young Adult Ministry
to enjoy a meal and to answer questions on Church history, doctrine, and
theology. On Friday, September 8, Bishop Thomas presided over a Vigil for the
Nativity of the Theotokos, starting with Great Vespers and Festal Orthos. Before
the Divine Hierarchal Liturgy began, His Grace ordained Zade Jabaji as Sub-Deacon
Hilarion. Sub-Deacon Hilarion has served the St. Mary’s community faithfully as
an altar boy and Teen SOYO advisor, previous to his ordination.

To read the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America's
statement, or see more photos from the Bishop's visit, please visit the
Archdiocese's Facebook
page: https://www.facebook.com/pg/AntiochianOrthodoxChristianArchdiocese/photos/?
tab=album&album_id=1492497547483988

photos courtesy of Mary Rizkallah and Jacklynn Tadros

St. Mary's Mediterranean Food Festival,
September 15-17
St. Mary’s annual Mediterranean Food Festival was held over the weekend of
September 15-17. As usual, it was a very busy, yet somehow incredibly fun weekend
for our entire parish. We can’t thank all of the volunteers who worked so
tirelessly enough--Thank you!
It’s been stated several times that this was our most successful festival to
date. This is true, but beyond the simple financial success, we were able to
interact with the surrounding community as a parish, becoming reflections of
Christ to visitors. As a church, we’re grateful for this opportunity.

*Editor’s Note: Parishioners of St. Mary’s were kind enough to share hundreds of
photographs from the festival with our editorial staff. We regret that we simply
do not have enough room to share all of them, but we highly encourage you to
check them out using the links listed below.

• https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipNlKQmDnTVDspBqy203R842G9JFT3PfLCeHPClOILf1maU3pHsYXzkG9ai_ISv7A?
key=czhIZE1DLWhuV1ZrVU40TmZYQ2gyUkNoa09jUzJB

• https://www.dropbox.com/sh/1ax5mlpg8pza1hc/AADuXTJBxlvxH-R-1rIj8rrNa?dl=0

photos courtesy of Jane & Maen Farha, Hayat Jabbour, Nate Szelistowski, Randa Tadros, and the St. Mary's photo
archive.

The 9th Annual St. Mary's Golf Outing,September
19
The 9th Annual Golf Outing was held at Sparrows Point Country Club on Tuesday,
September 19. It was a fun day of golf and fellowship, raising over $16,000 for
the Church! On behalf of St. Mary's, we would like to thank those who planned and
sponsored the event, as well as those who participated.

To view more photos from the Golf Outing, click here:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/6vpdbocb5v05nb7/AAC1krVL5ONeVmAtJiO_NpOaa?dl=0

photos courtesy of Jane & Maen Farha1

Community
St. Mary's, as a parish and community, has had much to be grateful for
over the past ecclesiastical year, which drew to a close on August 31.
A new year began on September 1, and seven days later, we were blessed

to celebrate the Nativity of the Theotokos, our church's feast day,
with the Bishop. As noted above, the Festal Vigil this year was extra
special, because His Grace Bishop Thomas ordained a new sub-deacon for
our parish--Sdn. Hilarion. We look forward with anticipation to the
remainder of this ecclesiastical year... and, of course, may God grant
our new Sub-Deacon many years!

Video courtesy of Jacklynn Tadros

Please remember in your personal prayers the servants of God:
Marline Azar, Najat Azar, Hiam Khoury, Shawki Malek, Sbd. Vasili Polous, Samir
Rizkallah
That God will grant them health and a quick and smooth recovery.
Always remember to pray for all those who are suffering from illness and war all over the world.

News
Patriarchate/Archdiocese:
His Eminence Metropolitan Joseph, and the North American Archdiocese have
announced that His Beatitude John X, Patriarch of Antioch and all the East, will
visit the United States October 21-31. According to the Archdiocese’s website,
“The purpose of the visit is to meet with the leadership of the United Nations as
well as members of the current administration of the United States to: 1) promote
a peaceful solution to the Syrian crisis, 2) highlight the current humanitarian
crisis, and 3) discuss the future of Christians in Syria and the Middle East.”
The website also states, “His Beatitude will also be an honored guest at the “In
Defense of Christians” Summit in Washington, D.C., from October 24–26.”
During his visit, His Beatitude will preside over Vespers at Sts. Peter & Paul in
Potomac, MD, on October 21. Our Choir has been invited to chant at this service,
and all St. Mary's parishioners are encouraged to attend to receive the

Patriarch's apostolic blessing and to support the choir.
To learn more about the Patriarch’s upcoming visit, click here:
http://antiochian.org/his-beatitude-patriarch-john-visit-united-states-october2017

Local:
Save the date: On October 14 His Grace Bishop Athanius will be visiting
Annunciation Cathedral in Baltimore. Following Vespers there will be an Orthodox
Christian Fellowship meeting. All Orthodox college students are invited to attend
this meeting.

St. Mary's Parish:
October is Teen SOYO Month! This means that throughout the month of October the
teens will be playing a more visible role during services, working as ushers,
reading the Epistles, and chanting with the choir. If your teen is interested in
being a part, please see Andrew Markopoulos.
Save the date: There will be no Vespers at St. Mary's on October 14; Vespers will
be at Annunciation Cathedral instead (see above).
Save the date: Sunday, October 22, following Divine Liturgy the Parish Council is
holding an open meeting to update parishioners on church projects, and to discuss
what 2018 has in store.
Reminder: Christian Women Today meet at 7:00 PM on the second Tuesday of every
month. These spiritual and faith sessions are sponsored by the Ladies' Society
and lead by Fr. Damaskinos.
Reminder: Young Adult Ministry group meetings are held the third Wednesday of
every month, following the Paraklesis service. Anyone between the ages of 20 and
40 are invited to attend these Bible study and discussion sessions.

Reminder: St. Mary's Teen SOYO group meets on the third Saturday of every month
at 3:00 PM. All teens from middle school through age 19 are invited to attend,
learn, and grow.

Featured Reading

Normally this portion of the newsletter features suggested spiritual reading, but since
October 1 is Saint Romanos Melodos’s nameday, and he was one of the Church’s greatest
hymn writers, it seemed appropriate to switch things up a little bit. St. Mary’s is currently
making efforts to acquire new service books. These new books are similar to the ones that
can currently be found in our church’s pews, but with a few crucial differences. First, the
language used in these books will be more modern, and the services will be translated in
both Arabic and English. Of course the books will have Matins, Orthos, and Divine Liturgy,
but they will also include other frequently used services as well, such as the service for
churching of babies, memorials, and removing of the crowns.
If you have questions about the new service books or would like to make a donation toward
purchasing them, please see Fr. Damaskinos.
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