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The Western Rite Vicariate currently has 26 active parishes and missions served by 32 priests and 14 
deacons. 
 
We are very encouraged and grateful to Almighty God for the continued growth in many of our 
communities in the last several years; especially on the East coast where we have seen a continual 
stream of new converts being received by chrismation or baptism. 
Two of our parishes; St. Paul’s in Katy, TX, and St. Patrick’s in Warrenton, VA, have just built 
brand-new Churches and facilities.  Several others are looking for new locations to accommodate 
their growing communities.   
 
These offset the sadness we feel as we watch the decline of a few communities, most especially in 
Lincoln Park, MI which continues to be deeply affected by the ongoing economic desolation of 
Detroit.  
 
We meet bi-annually in a special Western Rite convention presided over by our Auxiliary Bishop 
JOHN.  In 2014, we met at Ss. Cyril & Methodius RC Seminary in Orchard Lake, MI, from the 5th – 
8th of August.  Fr. Patrick Reardon, Fr. Chad Hatfield, and Fr. James Deschene offered 
presentations on various topics of “discipline” in the spiritual life.   
 
Bishop John continues to visit our parishes all over the continent.  He has been a vital source of 
inspiration and support for all of our clergy and faithful, and we are very, very grateful. 
 
We continue, always to receive inquiries from individuals and communities seeking the Truth found 
only in the Orthodox Church.  We do our best to answer questions and to encourage and facilitate 
these enquirers in their quest and journey towards the Church. 
 



Besides mourning the loss of our beloved Metropolitan PHILIP since March of 2014, we also are 
mourning the loss of our former Vicar General, the Very Rev. Paul W.S. Schneirla who fell asleep in 
the Lord on September 20, 2014, at the age of 98.  Fr. Paul, of course, was instrumental in bringing 
in the first Western Rite parishes in 1958, served on the Western Rite commission from that time, 
and became the second Vicar General in 1971 at the death of Fr. Alexander Turner, a position 
which he held until 2009.  He continued to serve as a consultant in his position as Vicar General 
Emeritus, remaining actively involved for the remainder of his life.   
 
We must thank our Metropolitan JOSEPH for his leadership and guidance, Bishop Antoun, 
Bishop Basil, Bishop Thomas, Bishop Alexander, Bishop Anthony, Bishop Nicholas, Fr. George 
Kevorkian and Fr. Thomas Zain for their on-going interest, help, and support for the very special 
ministry of the Vicariate.  Without their kind intentions and active support it would be 
impossible for us to continue do this work. 

Thanks also to Fr. John Fenton, Fr. Bernard Kinnick, and Mr. Dale Crakes, for their considerable 
help in organizing, researching, and communicating all that is necessary to keep things going 
smoothly.   

I would like to commend to your love and prayers all of our Western Rite communities 
throughout North America.   Your prayers offered in love bring God’s grace and strength upon 
us, and may He in return fill each of you with every blessing and joy. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Fr. Edward Hughes 

V. Rev. Edward Hughes 

 

 


